Life of Christ

Joe McKinney
WHAT IS THE LIFE OF CHRIST?

"The life was manifested, and we [the apostles of Jesus]
have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that
eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested
tous". (1John1:2.)

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." (John
1:4).

It is a historical fact that a man, Jesus of Nazareth, lived
about 2,000 years ago. We know where He was born, the
names of some in his family, how He died and, yes, that in
him was life and that He himself was LIFE. His coming was
a demonstration of life and this life is eternal. With Christ,
“LIFE” stopped being just an abstract theory of philosophy.
LIFE manifested itself as a carpenter’s son, who walked,
talked, ate, slept, cried and loved and whose resurrection
from the dead proved Him to be who He claimed to be. He
said of Himself: "I am the way, the truth, and the Life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Christ is life and life is Christ. If you have eternal life, it is
because you have Christ. If you don’t have Christ, you don’t
have life. Real life, eternal life, which is the life of Christ, is
much more than mere existence. Many exist who have
never found “life”. In the following lessons let’s examine
the quality of the life of Christ, taking note of His virtues,
attributes and the kind of person He is. In view of this is
presented the plan of this study:

THE STUDY PLAN

In Matthew 5:3-12, we read the "beatitudes" of Jesus.
Actually, we find here a beautiful portrait of how a Christian
ought to be. Each "beatitude" shows an attribute and in
each one we know that the very best example is Jesus
Himself. If we want to be like Jesus we ought to imitate this
example in our lives. This study, then, will be organized
around the qualities that we see in the "beatitudes " of
Matthew  5: humility, = compassion, gentleness,
righteousness, mercy, purity, peace making and
faithfulness. We want to learn what each quality means,
how it is seen in the person of Jesus and, finally, give a
practical application and exhortation for us to participate in
and possess this same quality.

Unless otherwise stated, Quotations are from the New King
James Bible
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an Tou XplGTOU
Joe McKinney

MNOIA EINAI H ZQH TOY XPIZTOY;

«H Twn davepwbnke, kal eueic [oL andotoAol Tou Incou]
eldape, kal Sivoupe paptupia, Kol 0OG AVAKOLWVWVOUE TNV
atwvia {wn mou ATav pe tov Matépa Kot GAVNKE o€ EPAGH.
(1 lwévvn 1:2.)

«Ze Autov ntav n lwn, kat n {wn ATav 10 ¢we Twv
avBpwrniwvy. (lwavvng 1:4).

Elval Lotoplkd yeyovog OTL €vag avBpwrog, o Inooug ano
™ Nalopétr, €lnoe mpwv amo mepimou 2.000 xpovia.
N'vwpiloupe moOU yevvnBNKe, TA OVOUOTO KATOLWV OTNV
OLKOYEVELA TOU, WGE MEBave Kal, val, OTL HECA TOU NTaV h
Twn kot 0TL o idlog Atav ZOH. O gpxopog Tou ATav MISELEN
Twnc kat autn n lwn eivatl awwvia. Me tov Xploto, n «ZOH»
émade va eival amlwg pla adpnpnuévn Bewplo NG
docodiac. H ZOH ekdnAwbnke wg ylog EuAoupyou, o
OTlol0G MEPTATNOE, WAOUCOE, ETPWYE, KOLLOTAVY, EKAAE KOl
oyarnoUoE KOl TOU OTOloU N avAoTaon OO TOUG VEKPOUG
amédelfe OTL ATV AUTOC TTou Loxupl{otay otL Atav. Eime yla
ToV €aUTO Tou: «Eyw elpatl n 060¢, n aAnBetla kat n {wn.
Kavelg Sev épyxetal otov Matépa mopd HOVO HECW EUOUY.

O Xplotog eivat Lwn kat n {wn elvol o XpLotog. Eav €xete
atwvia wn, eivot emeldn €xete Tov XpLotod. Av Sev €XeLg Tov
XpLoto, dev éxelg Lwn. H mpaypotikn {wh, n awwvia {w,
mou eivat n Lwn Tou XpLotou, eival moAL eplocdTepA Ao
™V amAn Umopén. Yrndpxouv moAloi mou Sgv Bprkav mote
«lwn». Zto emoOpeva pabnpato o¢ €EETACOUHE TNV
noldtnTa TNG {wng Tou XpLotou, AapPdvovtag umodn Tig
apeTég Tou, TIG LBLOTNTEG Kal To €(60¢ Tou avBpwrou mou
elval. 2to mAaiolo autd mapouoldletal To OXESLO TNG
Tapouoag LEAETNG:

TO ZXEAIO MEAETHZ

3to Kata MatBaiov 5:3-12, &waPfdaloupe  TOUG
KUOKAPLOPOUG» TOU Inoou. TNV MPAyUOTIKOTNTA,
Bplokoupe 6w Eva OLOPPO TIOPTPETO TOU TWG TIPETEL VAL
glval évag Xplotiavog. Kdbes «pokaplotntoy Seixvel pia
WBotnTa kol os kabe €va yvwpiloupe OTL To KAAUTEPO
napadelypa eivat o idlog o Inoouc. Av Béloupe va eipoote
cav Tov Inool, Oa mpémel va UIHOUHQOTE OQUTO TO
napadelypa otn {wh pag. Authy n pelétn, Aoutov, Oa
opyavwBel yOpw amd TIg 18LOTNTEG ToU BAEMOUUE OTOUC
«UOKAPLOPOUC» Tou MatBaiou 5: tamewodpoouvn,
oupmovia, TpadTnTo, Olkalocuvn, €AEog, ayvoTnTa,
dnuloupyla elpAvng Kot motdtnta. O£Aoupe va paboupe
TL onpaivel kaBe dLotnTa, MWe GaAlVETAL OTO TPOCWITO TOU
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JESUS: THE HUMBLE (Matthew 5:3)

CHAPTER 1
HUMILITY: WHAT IS IT?

An outstanding quality of the life of Christ is his amazing
humility. Why would anyone come from so high to descend
so low just to rescue us from our certain destruction? Why
would the Holy One stoop to wash the feet of the betrayer,
the denier, and the coward?

The opposite of humility is self-centeredness, or pride. This
is the basic characteristic of a mindset influenced and
controlled by Satan. What is often taught as a virtue in our

American culture is presented as a sin in the Bible. We read

in Proverbs 6:16, 17 that "a proud look is an abomination

to the LORD." God promises to "destroy the house of the
proud,” (Proverbs 15:25). “A haughty look, a proud heart

.. are sin.” (Proverbs 21:4). "God resists the proud, but

gives grace to the humble." (James 4:6). To be proud

means, “to consider yourself to be superior to others”. Itis

a wrong way of looking at yourself with respect to others.

To really appreciate humility, we can contrast it with its

opposite quality, which is pride:

e Pride says: “Don’t tell me anything. | already know it
all.” Humility says: “Thanks for your advice and help.”

e Pride says: "l need, | want, | deserve." Humility says:
"He needs, they want, you deserve."

e Pride says: “God, | am so much better than my fellow
man.” Humility says: “Lord have mercy on me, a
sinner.”

e Pride criticizes others to tear them down. Humility
praises others in order to build them up.

e Pride exalts himself but God resists him. Humility
humbles himself before God and God lifts him up.

e Pride says: “l can do all things.” Humility says: “l can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

e Pride says: “I want to be served.” Humility said: “I did
not come to be served but to serve and to give my life
as a ransom for many.”

e Pride says: "Look what | did." Humility says: "See what
God has done in me!"

e Pride stood in the streets and shouted: “Crucify him!
He became more popular than we are”. Humility,
hanging on the cross, looked upward and prayed:
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.”

e Pride seeks the glory but does not find it. Humility
receives glory and honor from others without seeking
it.

The difference between pride and humility is the difference
between light and darkness. When "The Light" came into

InooU Ko, TEAOG, VO SWOOUE [LO TIPAKTLK edaployr Kal
TIPOTPOTIN VO CUUUETEXOUE KAL VO KATEXOUUE QUTAV TNV
dLa dLotnta.

Ektoc av avadépetol Sl0popeTIKA, TA AMOOTIACUATA
nipogpyovtal and tn B{BAo tou New King James

IHZOYZ: O TAMEINOZ (MatBaiog 5:3)

KEDAAAIO 1
TANEINOTHTA: TI EINAI;

Mua e€alpetikr molotnta tng {wng tou XpLotou eivat n
EKTIANKTLKA Tamewodpoouvn tou. Nati kamolog va €pbeL
ard 1000 PnAd yla va KatéBel TOG0 XapnAd LOVO Kal LOVo
ylo Vol LaG owaoeL amo thn BEPain kataotpodn pag; Mati va
okUWPEeL 0 Aylog yla va TAUVEL Ta oS Tou tpodoth, Tou
opvNTA KoL Tou Se\oU;

To avtiBeto TN Tamevodpoolivng ELvVaL N EYWKEVIPLKOTNTA
N n unepndavela. Auto sival To Baolkd XOPAKTNPLOTIKO
HLOC VOOTPOTILOG IOV eMNPEATETAL KOL EAEYXETOL QO TOV
Jatovd. Autd mou ouxva OLOAOKETOL WG QAPET OToV
OLLEPLKAVLKO TIOALTIOUO LLOG TTAPOUCLAZETAL WG apapTio otn
BiBAo. AwaBdaloupe otig Noapowieg 6:16, 17 OTL «n
urntepndavn potid eival BéEAuyua otov Kiplo». O Oedg
UTOOXETOL OTL  «Ba  KATAOTPEYPEL TO OMiTL  Twv
unepndavwyy, (Mapotpieg 15:25). «Eva  UTEPOTITIKO
BAéupa, W mepndavn  kopbld.. elval  apaptia».
(Mopowuieg  21:4). «O O€OC QVIIOTEKETAL OTOUG
unepndavoug, oA 6Slvel xapn OTOUG TATEWVOUCY.
(lokwBou 4:6). To va eical mepndavog onuaivel «va
Bewpeig Tov EQUTO 00U AVWTEPO amd Toug AAAouG». Elval
€vag AaBog Tpomog va PAEMELG TOV EQUTO OOU HE OgBacuo
OTOUC GAAOUG. A VOl EKTIUACOUME TIPAYHOATIKA TNV

Tanewodpoolvh, UMOPOUE VA TNV avTmapoBAAOUUE UE

™V avtiBetn 1810TNTA TNC, o ival n umepndavela:

e To Pride Aéel: «Mn pou Aeg timota. Ta &€pw NdN OAa».
H Tamnewodpoouvn Aéel: «EuxapLoTw yla Tn cUBOUAR
KaL tn BonBeld cagr.

e H mepndavia Afel: «Xpeldlopol, BéAw, oafilw». H
tanewodpoouvn Aéel: «Xpeldletal, B€Ahouv, cou
afilew.

e To Pride AéeL: «@eg pou, eipat moAl kaAuTtepog amd Tov
ouvavBpwmo pou». H tamewodpoolvn Aésl: «Klple
eAENOOV LE, TOV AUAPTWAOY.

e H unepnddvela emikpivel Toug AAOUC yla va TOUG
YKpeUioeL. H tamewvodpoolvn enavel toug AAAoug yla
Val TOUG OLKOSOUNOEL.

e Humnepndadvela eEuPwvel TOV €QUTO TOU, AAAG 0 Oedg
TOU avtloTéKeTal. H tamewodpoolvn TAMEWWVETAL
EVWTILOV TOU Oe0oU Kal 0 OedG Tov UPWVEL.




the world, the perfect example of humility was revealed to
us.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY

In the life of Jesus Christ, we can see a living demonstration
of what it means to be humble. In his relationship with God
and also with people, he always proved himself to be an
humble servant, without pretension, without pride,
unselfish and unprejudiced.

In Jesus we see a man who gave himself to the
downtrodden of his age. He associated with workers and
fishermen. He drank from the same cup of the mixed race
woman who was so despised and rejected by religious
people. Jesus showed his spirit of humility when, entering
in each city, he touched the unclean bodies of the lepers
and the tongues of the deaf mutes. He cared for the demon
possessed ones to whom others were so afraid to get near.
He accepted the invitations to eat in the houses of sinners
and publicans as well as Pharisees and hypocrites.

Jesus did not avoid any class of person. Women of ill repute
came to him knowing they would find understanding,
forgiveness and also a command to go and sin no more.
Jesus was at ease in the presence of the rich and powerful
as well as beggars and blind men who lived along the dusty
roads to any city. Jesus took time from his busy agenda to
speak to others, answer questions, extend mercy and show
the better way to live. He visited houses of the people and
services of other religious leaders, attended weddings,
went fishing with friends and blessed little children. He
never failed to stop and answer a call for help. Even though
he had all the rights to be exalted and to glorify himself
(after all, he knew that he was the only begotten Son of
God) Jesus always insisted that it was his Father who did
everything. In Jesus we can see all the attitudes associated
with a person poor in spirit: humility, submission, service,
faith and love.

Consider four areas in which Jesus’ humility stands out:

1. HIS BIRTH - Read Philippians 2:5ff and Luke 2. It was not
by chance that Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a
manger. "Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become
rich." (2 Corinthians 8:9). He was not born in a sanitized
hospital and laid on silk sheets in a crib of ivory. Actually,
though, even that would have been a huge step-down from
the glory, honor and power he emptied himself of in order
to come into the world. Have you ever heard of the owner
and CEO of a large multinational company who left all his
wealth, comfort and honor just to live among society's
rejects because he had compassion for them and wanted

e To Pride Aéel: «Mmopw va Kavw Tta mavta». H
tanewodpoolvn Afel: «Mmopw va KAVW TA TAVTA
HECW TOU XpLOTOU TIOU IE EVIOYUELY.

e To Pride Aéel: «@fé\w va pe e€umnpetioouv». H
Tanewodpoolvn eime: «Asv npba ywad va pe
UTINPETNOOUV, OAAQ YLO VO UTINPETAOW KAl Vo SWow Tn
Twn Hou w¢ AUTPO yLa TTOAAOUGY.

e To Pride Aéel: «Kolta Tt €kava». H tamewodpoouvn
A€eL: «Aelte TL €XEL KAVEL 0 Ol péoa pou ! »

e H nepndavia otekotav otoug Spopoug kat dwvale:
«Ztaupwoe tov! Eywve mo dnuodng amd epdc». H
Tanewodpoolvn, KPEUACUEVN OTO OTOUPO, Koltafe
TIPOG TaL TTAVW KAl IPOCeUXOnKe: «lATEP, CUYXWPEDE
TOUG, yLoTi 6ev EEPOUV TL KAVOUV».

e Hunepndavela avalnta t do&a alhd Sev Tn Bpiokel.
H tanewvodpooivn AapBavel §6€a Kal TIUR Ao TOUg
GAAOUG XWPLG va TNV ETILSLWKEL.

H dtadopd petall unepndAveLag KoL TATTELVOTNTOC EvOL N
Sladpopd petall dwtog Kal okotoug. Otav Apbe otov
kKoopo «To Dwg», poag oamokaAudpbnke To TEAELO
TIAPASELY LA TATELVOTNTOC.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA TANEINHZ MAZ

Yt lwn tou Inool Xplotol, pmopoUpe va SoUPE pLa
{wvtavr amodelfn Tou TL oNUAlVEL va €loal TOMEWVOG. 3TN
oXéon Tou pE Tov Oed aAAA Kol HE TOUG avOpwroug,
amodelkvlovtay TAVTO  TATMEWOC UMNPETNG,  Xwpic
TipooToinon, xwplg umepndavela, avidloteAng kat xwpic
T(POKATOANYELG.

Jtov Inoou PBAémoupe évav avBpwmo mou mapadodnke
OTOUC KOTOTLECOHEVOUG TNG NAKIAG Tou. IuveeéBnke e
epyarteg kat Papadec. Hmie amo to (610 GALTIavL TnG UKTAG
dUANG yuvaikag mou tooo neplbpovhBnke Kot anéppude
Toug Bpnokeudpevout. O Inooug €delée To MveUHA NG
TAMEWVOTNTAG TOU OTav, Unaivovtag o KABe TOAn, dyylEe
T OKABOPTO CWUOTO TWV AETPWVY KAl TIC YAWOOEG TWV
Kwowv BouBwv. Opovile Tou¢ SALUOVIOUEVOUG OTOUG
omoiouc oL GAAoL poPdvtoucav TOoo MOAU va TTANCLACOUV.
Aéxtnke TIC TPOOKANOElG va AL oTo Ot TWv
OHAPTWAWVY Kol TwV TEAWVWY Kabwg Kal twv Qaploaiwv
KOUL TWV UTIOKPLTWV.

O Inoolg &ev améduye Kapio katnyopio avOpwmnwv.
ruvaikeg kakng dnunc npbav os autdv yvwpilovrtag otL Ba
£Bplokav Katavonon, CUYXWPESN Kol emiong evtoln va
TIAVE KOl VO UNV opaptavouy mio. O Incol¢ Atav aveta
UMPOOTA O0TOUC TAOUOLOUG Kol LoxupolG kabwe Kal oe
{ntiavoug kat tudpAolg mou {oUoaV OTOUG CKOVIOUEVOUG
S6pbéuoug mpog omotadnmote moAn. O Inooug adlépwoe
XPOVO Ao TNV MoAUAc)oAn atlévta Tou yla va [IANGCEL O
AGAAOUG, VO QTIAVTIOEL O€ EPWTHOELG, VA SwOoel EAE0C KAL VA




to help them? If you can imagine that, then multiply it by
1000 and you will just barely begin to understand Jesus'
love and humility.

2. HIS TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON HIS HEAVENLY FATHER

We all seem to strive to be independent, to be on our own.

We may say, "l can take care of myself" or "l am a self-made

man" with a good dose of pride. But we are seeing how

humility is allowing God to be everything, surrendering
ourselves to Him and to His will. In Jesus we see this perfect,
voluntary, dependence. Listen to his words in John's gospel:

5:19 - "The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees
the Father do"

5:30 - "I can of Myself do nothing."

6:38 - "For | have come down from heaven, not to do My
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.

7:16, 17 - "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me."

8:28 - "l do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me,
| speak these things."

8:50 - "l do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks
and judges."

14: 10 - "The words that | speak to you | do not speak on
My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me
does the works."

14:24 - "The word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father's who sent Me."

... And many more

Jesus gave the Father all the credit. He became as nothing
so God could be everything. He totally submitted himself to
the Father's words, works and will. That is how God was
able to gain, in the life of Jesus, the redemption of the
human race.

The life of Christ is a life of self-denial and complete
dependence on God. In all his humility, though, He lost
nothing, because the Father has "highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11).

May this be our life also.

3. HIS SERVICE TO OTHERS — See Luke 22:27 and John 13:5.
One who humbles himself before God is able to humble
himself before men. He was a servant to all. Can you
picture the Lord of all, taking a towel and water basin,
kneeling before unworthy men to wash their dirty feet,
including the friend who would soon betray him and the
disciple who would insist three times that very night that
he did not know him? He washed the feet of brothers who

Seifel Tov kaAUTepo Tpomo Lwn¢. EMLoKENTOTAV OTtiTI TOU
Aaol Kal Uumnpecie¢ GAMwvV BOPNOKEUTIKWV NYETWY,
TIapeUPEBNKe o€ yapoug, mAyalve ya Papepa pe diloug
KOl €UAOYNoe MIKpA Taldld. Asv mapéleuwpe moté va
OTOOTAOEL KAL VA QIOVTOEL O pia KAfon yla fonBela.
MapoAo mou eixe OAa ta Sikawwpata va eEuPpwOel kat va
Sotaotel (e€aMhou nEepe OTL Tav 0 povoyevng YIog Tou
@eoU), 0 Inoou¢ eméueve mavra OtL ATav o Matépag Tou
TIOU €KQVE TA TIAVTA.

E€etdote téooeplg Topelc otoug omoiloug Eexwpilel n
tanewodpoolivn Tou Incou:

1. HFENNHZH TOY- AwaBdote to edadlo Ohinnnoioug 2:5
Kot €€N¢ kal Aoukdg 2. Aev ATav tuxaio mou o Inocoug
Yewnonke o€ éva otdPAo Kol oTpwOnKe o€ pLa datvn. «Av
Kal ftav MAoUoLog, OUWCE yla Xapn oag £ywve GTwyog, yla
va ylvete mAoUolol Héow TG dTwyeLag Tour. (2 KoptvBioug
8:9). Asv yevwnOnke o0& QMOAUUAVUEVO VOOOKOUELO Kol
Atav EQMAWUEVOG O£ LETOEWTA OEVTOVLA O L0 KOUVLA 0Tt
eAedpavtddovto. ITNV MPAYHOTIKOTNTA, OUWC, AKOUO KL
oUTO Ba ATav Lo TEpACTLA UToXwpNnon amno tn 86¢a, tnv
TN Kot T Suvaypn mou adelooe yla va £pOeL 0ToV KOGLO.

‘Exete akoUoel TOTE ylo Tov LSLOKTATN Kal SteuBuvovta

oUpUBoOUNO plOG HeYAANg moAuebvikng etalpeiag Tmou
adnoe 6Ao tov MAOUTO, TNV AVECH KAl TNV TIUA TOU HOVO
KoL HOvo yla va {oeL avAUESO 0TouG amoppldpBEVTEG TG
Kowwviag emeldn toug cupmovouos Kal fBele va Toug
BonBrnoe, Av umopeite va TO davrooteite, ToOTE
noAAamAaolaote to pe to 1000 kat petd Blag Oa apyioste
va KataAaBaivete tTnv ayamnn Kot Ty Tanewvodpocuvn Tou
Incou.

2. H OAIKH EZAPTHZH TOY ANO TON OYPANIO MNATEPA

TOY

OMoL pag daivetat va mpoomabolpe va  elpooTe

aveédptntol, va sipaote povol pag. Mrmopel vo ToUpe,

«UMOPW va  PpovIiow TOV E£0UTO HOU» 1 «ElpOL

ovutodnuolpyntog AGvBpwrog» HE  apketp  8oon

unepndavelag. BAEMouvpe 0w MWE n tamewodpocuvn

ETUTPEMEL O0TOV O€0 va sival Ta mavta, va napadoboupe o

AuTOV Kal oto BEAnuA Tou. 2tov Incou BAEMOUUE auTr TNV

téAela, ekovola, e€dptnon. Akolote ta Adyla TOU OTO

guayyéAlo tou lwavvn:

5:19- "O Y16¢ bev pmopei va KAvel timota and Tov eouto
Tou, TapPd HOVo autod Tou PBAEmel Tov Matépa va
KAavel"

5:30- "Aev pumopw va KGvw TLmoTa amno tov eauto pou."

6:38- «ALOTL KATERNKA Ao TOV 0UPAVO, OXL YLO VO KAVW TO
S1KO pou BAnpa, al\d ekeivou Tou e £0TELAE.

7:16, 17- «To Soypa pou Sev elval 81ko pou, aAld autoU

TIOU L€ EOTEWAED.




had just been fussing about which of them would be the
greatest in the kingdom. What a fantastic example he gave
us! If we ever think that we are too high and mighty to kneel
down before the filthy of this world to help remove their
stench, then we are not yet like the Son of God!

4. HIS LIFESTYLE —Jesus led a simple life. He didn't reside in
palaces. He even discouraged a would-be follower saying,
“Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head" (Matthew 8:20).
His simplicity and humility become even more impressive
when we remember that He is the one who created the
universe. By all rights, everything belonged to him, but
when Jesus entered into Jerusalem to be crowned as king
of the Jews and Messiah who could save all the people, he
chose to come riding on a donkey!

Read Matthew 21:1-5. What a difference between the
values of Jesus and the other "great men of history"! They
say that Alexander the Great entered India in a grand
procession of 200 painted elephants, 200 soldiers on black
horses and 200 lions surrounding him as he sat on a golden
throne atop an ivory chariot proclaiming "I am the Lord of
the universe. | conquered the world. Now | will conquer the
stars". Alexander died at 33 and today owns nothing. But
the humble king Jesus is still the King of kings and Lord of
lords. The humble road of this unpretentious servant
carried him to eternal glory.

PERSONAL APPLICATION

The proof of our humility before God is how we live among
people. It is easy to say that we love God whom we do not
see but true love is seen in our love for our neighbor and in
our humility. How do you know that Christ lives in you? Can
it be that you participate in his character? To know if you
are humble or not, it is necessary to examine your daily life.

e Do vyou live giving preference to others? (Romans 12:16)

e Are you wise in your own eyes? Romans 12:16)

e Doyou really love without getting puffed up and without
serving your own interests? (1 Corinthians 13:4, 5)

e Do you serve others in love? (Galatians 5:13)

e Do you put up with others in love and longsuffering?
(Ephesians 5:21)

e Dovyou consider others superior to yourself? (Philippians
2:3)

e Do vyou forgive others like Jesus forgave you? (Colossians
3:13)

What is it like to be humble? The answer is in the way you
treat people. Only when we consider ourselves as nothing
in relation to God will we be able to consider as superior
those who have less knowledge, talent, wisdom and

8:28- «Agev KAVW TIMOTE AMO TOV €AUTO HOU: OAAA OTIWC LE
6i60a&e o MNatépag pou, HAW OUTA TO TIPAYLOTOY.

8:50- «Aev avalntw tn Sk} Mou 86€a- untapyel Evag mou
oavalnta Kot Kpivew.

14:10- «Ta Aoyl mou cog Aéw Sev Ta Aéw amo povn Hou-
oAAQ o MaTépPaG MOU KATOLKEL LECO OV KAVEL Ta
£pya».

14:24- «O Aoyog ou akoug Sev eival SIKOG pou, oAAG ToU
Matépa mou Ue E0TENEY.

... Kot toAAG aA\a

O Inooug £€d6woaoe otov MNatépa OAa ta evonua. Eywe cav
éva tinmota, wote 0 Oeo¢ va eival ta mavra. Ymotaxonke
OAOKANPWTIKA ota AOyLa, oTa €pya Kol 0To B€Anua tou
Natépa. EtoL pmopeoe o @edg va kepbioel, otn {wn Tou
Inoou, T AUTpwaon Tou avBpwTvou YEVouc.

H Zwn tou Xplotou sivat {wr autamdpvnong Kal arnoAutng
g€aptnong amnod tov O6. Me 6An Tou TV Tanswodpoolvn,
ouwg, dev €xaoe timota, ywoti o MNatépag «Tov e€0Pwoe
TOAU Kal Tou £€5waoe To Ovopd TIou eival Mavw amo Kabe
OVOU0, WOTE 0To Ovopa Tou Inool va MPooKUvRoeL KABE
YOVaTO, TWV OUPOVWV KOL TWV YN, KAl TWV KATW ord Tn yn,
Kol va opoAoynoet kaBe yAwaoaoa OTL 0 Inooug XpLotog eival
Kuplog, mpog 86€a tou Ool Natépar (QAmnnoiovug2:11).

Ag eival autn kot n {wn poc.
3. THN YMNHPEZIA TOY ZE AAAOYZI— BAéme Aoukag 22:27

kat lwdvvng 13:5. AutOg TIOU TATIELVWVETAL EVWTILOV TOU
@¢e0U elval Lkavog va TameWwOelL EVWTLov Twv avBpwiwv.

‘Htav unnpétng 6Awv. Mnopeite va ¢avtaocteite tov Kuplo

OAwv, va TA{PVEL L TIETOETA KAl ULlot AEKAVN VEPOU, va
yovatilel umpootd o€ ava&loug yla va TAUVEL Ta BPWHLKA
nodla toug, oupmeplhappavopévou Tou ¢ildou ToOU
ouvTopa Ba tov Mpodide kal tou padbntr ou Ba emépeve
TPl PopEg ekeivn T vuxTa OTL ev Tov yvwplle; ? EmMAuve
ta odla twv adeddwv mou poALg eixav dacapia yla to
TIOLOC Ao autoug Ba nTav o peyaAltepog oto Bacilelo. Ti
davtootiko nmapadelypa pog édwoe! Av moté okedtoUue
OTL gipaote MOAU PnAol kal duvartol yla va yovaticoupe
UMPOOTA OTOUC BPWHLIKOUG QUTOU TOU KOOGUOU yla va
BonBrooupe va ¢pUyeL n duowdia toug, tote dev eipacte
okopa oav tov Yo tou Osou!

4. O TPOMNOZ ZOHZ TOY- O Inooucg ékave pia amAn Lwh.
Aev épeve oe maAdtia. AmoBdppuve aKOpn Kol €vav
emnidofo akoAouBo Aéyovtag: «OL ahemoUSeg £xouv TPUTIEG
KOLL TOL TIOUALA TOU oupavou €xouv GwALEG, aAAd o Y10¢ Tou
AvBpwriou bev €xeL Mol va PBdlel to KedDAAL TOU»
(MatBalog 8:20). H amAdotnta kat n tanswvodpocuvn Tou
ylvovtal oKOUn TIO EVIUTTWOLAKEG OTav BupopaoTE OTL
elval autog mou Snulolpynce To oUPmMav.Me OAa Ta




holiness. Adopt Christ's spirit that did not seek his own
glory. If this is not your spirit, then do the following
exercises to grow in humility.

EXERCISES TO GROW IN HUMILITY

1. Think about the example of Jesus more and the beauty
of His humility and His way of treating others.

2. Think about how dependent you are on God. On your
own you can’t even breathe. He gives us everything to
sustain us and care for us.

3. Think about your own sins. How often have you done
wrong? How far do you fall short of God’s glory? How
many times have you had the opportunity to do good
and haven't.

4. Think about the cross on Calvary - the price Jesus paid
for your sins.

5. Put Jesus on the throne of your heart, making the
decision to submit your will, actions and life to him.

6. Pray for God to help you grow in humility.

7. Begin to practice the things that an humble person
would do. If you can’t control your feelings, at least you
can control your actions, trusting God to give you the
correct feelings. So submit yourself to God and to other
persons, seeking their interests instead of your own.

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions in order to measure your own level

of humility:

1. Do you consider yourself superior to others?

2. Do you think you still need to read and study the Bible in
order to understand better the will of God for your life?

3. Do you ask God daily to help you face the trials of life?

4. Do you feel put out when someone orders you to do

something?

5. Are you really conscious of the fact that all you have
belongs to God?

6. Did you yield this week to the will, opinion or preference
of someone else?

7. Do you feel good when you help someone poorer, less
educated, or in a lower social class than yourself?

8. When you have a misunderstanding with another
person, do you find it difficult to ask forgiveness or
apologize?

9. Did you hurt someone with your words this week?

10. Do you feel bad when you do a good deed but nobody
sees or nobody recognizes you for doing it?

CHAPTER 2
JESUS: THE COMPASSIONATE (Matthew 5:4)

COMPASSION: WHAT IS IT?

Swalwpata, 6Aa Tou avikav, aAd otav o InocoU¢ UIAKe
otnv lepoucaAnu ywa va otedpBel wg Pac\ag twv
loudaiwv kat o Meooiag mou Ba pnopolos va cwaoesl OAOUG
Toug avbpwroug, emélefe va €pBel kaPfdla. £vag
yawdapog!

AwBacte ta edadla MatBaiog 21:1-5. Tu Siadopa
ovapeoa otig afieg Tou Inool Kal Twv AAwV «UEYAAwY
avépwv NG Lotopiag»! Aéve OTL 0 Méyag AAEEavdpog
purinke otnv Ivéia pe pla peyadewdn moumn pe 200
{wypadlopévoug elédavteg, 200 OTPATIWTEG UE HAUpA
ahoya kat 200 Awovtapla mou Tov TepLlEBaAlav kabwg
KaBotav og €vav Xpuoo Bpovo Avw amo €va Appa amo
ehedpaviddovio Slaknpuooovtag "Eipar o Kuplog tou
oL umnavtog. Katdaktnoa tov koopo. Twpa Ba KaTakTthow Ta
oaotéplar. O ANé€avdpoc meéBave ota 33 TOu Kal orApEpa
Sev €xeL timota. AMA o Ttamewodc PacAldg Inooug
g€akolouBel va elval o BaciAldg twv BacAlddwv kot o
Kiplog twv kupiwv. O Ttamewdg 6pdpog autol Tou
QVETLTASEUTOU UTNPETN ToV LETEDEPE oTNV alwvia 86€a.

NPOZQMNIKOZEMAPMOTIH

H anddelén tng tamewodppoolvng oG EVWITLOV Tou Ogol
elval to nmwg folpe avdpeoa otoug avBpwmoug. Eival
€UKOAO va TIOUHE OTL ayamdpe tov Q6 Tov omoio Sev
BAfmoupe, al\d n aAnBbwvr aydmnn ¢aivetol otnv aydmnn
HOG Yl ToV TIANGCLOV Hag KoL oTnv Tamelvodpocuvn LOG.
Nwg &€pelg otL o Xplotog el péoco oou; Mmopel va
OUMMETEXEL OTOV XapakTnpa Tou; Mo va EEPeLg av sioal
TAMEWOG N OxL, €elval amapaitnto va €€EETACELS TNV
KaBnuepwoTNTA COU.

e Zeite bivovtog mpotipnon otoug alouc; (Pwpaioug
12:16)

e Eioal oodog ota patia oou; Pwuaioug 12:16)

e Ayamdte MPAyUaTIKA XwPIG va GOUCKWVETE Kal Xwplg
va efumnpeteite ta Oka oag ouudEpovia; (1
KopwBioug 13:4, 5)

e Ymnpeteig toug dAoucg pe aydrn; (FoAdateg 5:13)

e Ta avéxeoal Pe TOUG GAAOUC e ayamn Kot poakpoBupia;
(Edeoioug 5:21)

e Oewpelg TOUG GANOUG AVWTEPOUC ATIO TOV EQUTO OOU;
(Ounnoioucg 2:3)

e JuyXwpEeite Toug GAAOUG OTWC COIC CUYXWPEDE 0 Inooug;
(KoAoooaeig 3:13)

Mwc eival va sioal tamnewvdcg; H amavtnon Bpioketol otov
TPOTO MOV AVTIUETWileTe TOU¢ avBpwmoug. Mdvo otav
BewpolE TOV €QUTO HAG WG EVa TUMOTO O OXEON ME TOV
Q¢g6, Ba pmopolpe va BewpoUUE AVWTEPOUC AUTOUC TTOU
€Xouv Alyotepn yvwon, ToAévto, codla Kol aylotnta.
YioBetrote 1o mvelpa Tou XplotoL mou Sev emi{ntoloE T
SN tou 606&a. Eav dev eival autd To mvelpa oog, TOTE




Some people say that Jesus was a revolutionary. They say
he was radical. They are right! It is true that he didn't try to
overthrow the government of any country. He did not get
involved in politics; he didn't encourage workers to go on
strike; he never took up arms to fight against the
authorities. To the contrary, Jesus always taught his
followers to submit to the "powers that be". However,
what he did teach and the movement he began was so
different from what already existed that the society of his
day rejected him and crucified him.

When Jesus preached his "sermon on the mount", the
predominate religion was Judaism and the military-political
power was in the hands of the Roman Empire. See how
Jesus' words conflicted with the ideas of the leaders of
these two groups:
The religious leaders of the Jews were mostly Pharisees,
a group known for their pride and self-righteousness. Do
you remember the prayer of the Pharisee in the temple?
"Lord, | thank you that | am not like this publican sinner
here beside me." The Roman soldiers prided themselves
for having conquered the world by force. So here comes
a carpenter's son saying, "Blessed are the humble ones."
That is quite radical, isn't it?

The Pharisees were the "sanctified ones." They considered
themselves so superior to others that they would not even
touch a "sinner". Jesus, though, "the friend of sinners"
came telling: "Blessed are those who weep"; that is, those
filled with compassion, a sensitive heart, the contrite, those
whose hearts are touched with the sorrows of others.

The Roman Empire lived by the rule of "might makes right"
and the voice that spoke the loudest was the sword. Our
Jesus taught: "Blessed are the meek."
The Pharisees robbed widows' houses and for pretense
prayed long prayers but Jesus said: "Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness."

The Pharisees announced with trumpets that they were
about to give a beggar a coin. They prayed in the public
town squares and streets so they would be seen by men.
But Jesus arrived on the scene saying, "Blessed are the pure
of heart, the sincere ones.

The Roman Empire lived for battles, conquest and
destruction. Jesus taught, "Blessed are the peacemakers."

Can you imagine the reaction of the people who heard
Jesus teach? It would be like the man who commented
about the Jesus' instruction to "turn the other cheek": This
man said, "That won't work anymore. If you do that you'll
lose out every time." Some think Jesus' words are beautiful
but impractical. Remember, though, that Jesus did not only

KAVIE TI( TOPAKATW OQOKNOELS YlO VO OITOKTIOETE
Tanswodpoaouvn.

AZKHZEIZ A NA METANQZOYME 2THN TANEINOTHTA

2. Skedreite mepLoodTEPO TO TOPASELYHA TOU INooU Kot
NV opopdLa TG Tamnswodpoclvng Tou Kol TOV TPOTO
Tiou GEPETAL 0TOUCG AAAOUG.

3. Ikedreite ndoo eaptnuévol siote oo tov Od. MOVOoG
oou Sev umopeic oute va avamnvevoelg. Mag Sivel ta
TIAVTA YLoL VOL LOLG oUVTNPEL Kat va pog ppovtilel.

4, skedreite ¢ SikEC oag apaptiec. MOoo ouxva €xete
Kavel AaBog; Mdoo vaotepeite and tn §6€a Tou OeoU;
MNooeg popég gixate TNV gukalpia va KAVETE KOAO Kall
Oev eiyarte.

5. Ikedteite tov otaupo otov MoAyoBd - to Tiunpa mou
TANpwoe o Inool¢ yla TI¢ apaptieg oag.

6. B&Ate tov Incol oto Bpdvo TNg KApSWAC ocac,
maipvovtoc tnv amodacn va Tou UTIOPAAETE TO
B£ANUa, TG mpatelc kat tn {wn oog.

7. MNpooeguynBeite ylwa tov Oed va ocac Ponbriosl va

HEYOAWOETE HE Tamewvodpoaouvn.

8. Apylote va faokeite ta mpdypato ou Ba éKave Evag
Tamewog avBpwroc. Eav Sev pnopeite va eAéyEete Ta
ouvaloBAUATA oag, TOUAGXLOTOV Uropeite va ehéyéete
TIG TIPAEELG OO, EUTILOTEVOUEVOL TOV O£0 va 60¢ SWOEL
TO oWOTA cuvalodrpata. YroBAaAete AoLndv Tov eauto
oo¢ otov Og0 Kal og AA\a mpoowa, avalnTwviag To
oUUdEPOVTA TOUG avTL yLla Ta SIKA oag.

AYTOEZETAZH:

ATLOVTHOTE OE QUTEC TG EPWTIOELC VLA VA LETPHOETE TO

SKO oag eminedo TanewoTnTAC:

1. Oewpeig TOV EQUTO COU AVWTEPO ATIO TOUG GAAOUG;

2. Motelete OTL Xpeldletal akOpa va SlaBAceTe Kol va
peAetnoete T BifAo yla va Katavonoete KaAUtepa TO
B€Anua tou OeoU yia ) {wn oag;

3. Zntdte Kabnuepva and tov Oed va oag Bonbrnoel va

avTLULETWTTLOETE TIG SoKLpaoieg Tng LwNg;

4. Nuwbelg amoyonTteupévog OTav KAmoLog o€ dlatdlel va

KAVELG KATL;

5. 'EXete MpAyUATIKA EMiYVWON TOU YEYOVOTOC OTL OAa 60a
£XETE avKouV oTov Ogd;

6. YmokUate avth tnv eBdopdda otn B€Anon, tn yvwun N
TNV MPOTINON KATIoloU AAAou;

7. AloBdveote kadd otav BonBdte kamolov To GTwWYXO,
Alyotepo pHopdWHEVO 1) 08 YOUNAOTEPN KOWVWVLKA TAEN
omnod £04g;

8. Otav é£xete o mape€nynon pe éva GAAoO dtopo,
Suokoleleate va INTAOETE cuyXwpPEeon f va {NTHOETE
OUYYVWHN;

9. MAnywoate kAmolov He Ta Adyla oO¢ auth tnv

eBSouada;




teach, but he lived what he taught. The Pharisees and the
Roman Empire have disappeared from the world but Jesus
still lives. He doesn't just live in his teachings and in his
followers but he rose from the dead and the kingdom he
came to establish was indeed established and millions have
entered into it and are still entering.

In Matthew 5:4 Jesus said that those who weep are blessed
because they will be comforted. This idea is contrary to the
modern mindset that teaches us that real men don't cry.
We hear our society telling the youth: "Don't look back,
enjoy life, have fun, you only go around one time, do
whatever you feel like doing, to be sad or feel remorse is
stupid." But Jesus still proclaimed that those who weep are
blessed.

There is, in itself, no virtue in weeping. Jesus is not
promoting pessimism, self-pity, wounded pride, frustrated
ambition, pain or suffering. Jesus is not saying, "Blessed is
the spoiled child who cries when he doesn't get what he
wants." He isn't saying: Blessed is the criminal who laments
going to jail." That's not it at all. The compassionate person,
contrite and sensitive, is the one with a heart that is
touched by the sufferings of others or by his own sins. This
person will be blessed because God will comfort him is his
SOrrows.

A rose has a sweet smell but break a rose petal and see
what happens. You will discover that each petal has a
storehouse of perfume that was destined to die in the
flower. That is the way it is with a human heart closed,
insensitive, never broken, only living for self. It will never
find the treasure hidden within. That treasure is only set
free when the heart is broken, sensitive, contrite, and
compassionate. It is true: blessed are they who weep.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF COMPASSION:

When you read the Gospels, you'll be impressed with the
compassion of Jesus. He was always touched by the
desperate situation of the sorrowful. A leper came to him
crying, "If you will, you can purify me". (Mark 1:40). Now
lepers were not very pleasing in appearance. They were
banned from community living. But there was something
about Jesus that made them know they could approach
him. Jesus drew them to himself so it wasn't out of
character that, when he heard the leper's plea, he was
"deeply moved", he extended his hand, touched him and
said: 'Be clean!" And he never failed to reach out and touch
them, leaving them perfectly clean. That's just the way
Jesus was.

In the city of Nain, he saw a widow at the burial of her only
son. Seeing her grief, he had compassion on her and said,

10. NwbBelg doxnuo OTavV KAVELG LA KOAR TPAEn oAAd
kaveic dev og BAEmeL 1 Sev o avayvwpllelto KAvw?

KEDAAAIO 2
IHZOYZ: O EANONHTOZ (MatBaiog 5:4)

ZYMMNONHZH: Tl EINAI;

Mepikol avBpwrmol Aéve 6TL 0 InooOUC NTAV EMAVAOTATNG.
Néve OtL Atav plloomaotikog. Autoi €xouv Siklo! Eivat
aAnBeLa otL Sev mpoomnddnoe va avatpéPeL tnv KUBEpvnon
Koplog xwpag. Asev aoxoAnBnke pe TNV TOATKA. Oev
evBappuve toug epyalOUEVOUG VO OTEPYNOOUV. SV TIAPE
TIOTE T OTMAA YL VO TIOAEUNOEL €VAVILA OTL QPXEG.
AvtiBeta, o Inooug 6idaoke mavra toug onmadoug Tou va
UTIOTACOOVTAL OTIG «SUVAUELG TTOU UTtdpxouv». QoTtoao,
QUTO Tou Sidaoke Kal To Kivhpa mou £ekivnos Atav tooo
SladopeTiko amd auto ou RSN UTTHPXE TIOU N Kowwvia TN
ETIOXNC TOU ToV amépplde Kal ToV oTAUPWOoE.

Otav o Inool¢ KNPUEE TO «KNPUYLA OTO OPOCY», N Kuplapxn
Bpnokeio NTav o loudaiopdg KAl N OTPATLWTLKOTIOALTIKN

efovola  Bpokotav  ota  xépla NG  Pwpaikng
Autokpotopiag. Aelte mw¢ TAa Adyla TOU Inoou
oUYKpoUOVTAV HE TIC LOEEC TWV NYETWV AUTWV Twv SU0o
opadwv:

OL Bpnokeutikoi nyetec twv ERpaiwv Atav Kupiwg
Qaploaiol, pla opdada yvwaotn yla tThv umepndaveLlo Katl
TV autodikia Toug. OUUACTE TNV TIPOCEUXH TOU
Qaploaiou oto vaod; «Kuple, og euxapLotw mou dev elpat
ooV auTOV Tov apaptwAo tTeAwvn edw Simha pou». OL
Pwpaiol otpatiwteg ATav meprdavol MOU KATEKTNOAV
Tov KOOMO MUe TN Pia. EpXetal AOMOV O ylOG €VOG
Euloupyou mou AéeL: « MakdpLot oL Tamelvoi». Auto eivat
OpKeTA PL{OOTIAOTLKO, £TOL Sev elvay;

Ou Qoploaiot Atav oL «oylaopévoly. Oswpoloav TOUC
£0lUTOUC TOUG TOOO AVWTEPOUG ATIO TOUG GAAOUG TtoU Sev
Ba ayywlav olte évav «apaptwAo». O Inoolg, OpwC, «o
didog Twv apoptwAwvy npBe Aéyovtoc: «Makdplol 660l
KAaiver. SnAadn Toug yePATOUC cUMMOVLA, TNV evaicBntn
Kapdld, Toug Tamewolg, aUTOUG TOU OL KapSLEG TOUG
ayyilovtal pe g AUTIEG TV GAAWV.

H Pwpaikn Autokpotopia {olos pe tov Kavova tou "fight
does right" kot n ¢wvr mou plovoe o duvatd NTav to
ona6i. O Inool¢ pog didate: «Makdplol oL TPAoL».

Ou Qaploaiol AfjotePav Ta OTITIO TWV XNPWV KOl yld
Tipoomolnon €Kovav HOKPOXPOVIEC TIPOOCEUXEG, AAAG O
Inooug elme: «Makaplot 6oot mewolv Kat dwpolv yla
Swatoouvny.




"Do not weep." He then proceeded to bring her son back to
life (Luke 7:13).

Leaving Jericho, some time later, Jesus saw two blind men,
"touched their eyes and they immediately they received
their sight" (Matthew 20:34).

The Bible doesn't say that Jesus wept when he heard that
his friend, Lazarus, had died. But when he arrived at the
tomb, seeing Mary and others weeping, "He groaned in the
spirit and was troubled" and wept. (John 11:33, 35). The
sorrow of others touched his sensitive heart. Whether it
was the grieving, the blind, the lame, the lepers, the
prostitutes, or just plain sinners, Jesus felt their pain and
did what he could to help.

The WORD who became flesh, (John 1:1), who created the
universe and placed everything in order, who still holds it
all together (Colossians 1:16, 17) powerful with all
authority; divine but compassionate and sensitive to our
pain and grief - this is our Jesus!!! See your Creator with
your hearts' eyes, pained and weeping, and you will know
the life of Christ a little bit more. Never again will you say,
“real men don't cry".

Jesus' greatest compassion, though, is not for sick bodies
but for sick souls. We read in Matthew 9:35-36 how Jesus
felt compassion for the multitude who were like sheep
without a shepherd, lost people, aimlessly wandering, not
knowing what they were looking for, nor where they were
headed. Someone could say, "That's their problem. Each
one chooses their own destiny." But Jesus would not close
his heart to their situation. He was touched by their
spiritual condition. That's why he came.

We read in Luke 19:41-44, that Jesus, coming into his
beloved city, Jerusalem, also wept. He looked into the
future of that city and it was dark. The Jews rejected Jesus
and refused to repent of their sins and for that would suffer
a terrible punishment. Enemy armies would invade and
destroy the city. All the inhabitants would be killed or sold
like slaves to other countries. The glorious temple, symbol
of their privilege and the presence of God among them
would be torn down, leaving not one stone on top of
another. All that did happen 40 years later. Jesus loved
them and cried thinking about the destiny of the rebellious
and disobedient.

It is significant that this scene happened a week before his
own painful death. On the eve of his own cruel death, Jesus
did not cry for himself but he cried over Jerusalem, knowing
they had rejected their only hope for salvation when they
rejected him. His tears were not for his own imminent

OL Daploaiol avakoivwoav e GAATILYYEG OTL ETPOKELTO VAL
dwoouv og £vav I{ntiavo €va voulopa. Mpoosuxnbnkav
OTLC SNUOOLEG MAaTeleg KAl 6pOUOUC TNG TTOANG, WOTE va
Toug BAEmouv oL avépeg. AN o IncoU¢ édtace otn oKnvN
Aéyovtag: «Makaplolt ot kaBapol NG kapdldg, ot
eL\KPLVELG.

H Pwpaik Autokpatopio {oUoe yla PAXEG, KOTAKTHOELG
kat kotaotpodeg. O Inoolg 6idage: «Makdplol ot
€lpnvormoLoi».

Mmopeite va ¢avrtaocteite TNV avtidpoon twv avbpwnwv
TIOU AaKouoav Tov Inoou va S164okel; Oa nTav cav Tov
Aavtpa ou axoAiaaoe tnv odnyia Tou Incou va «yupioel To
GAAO payoulo»: Autog o avipag eime, «Autd bev Ba
Aewtoupyel Ta. Av To KAVELG auTo Ba xavelg kaBe dpopd».
Mepikol miotelouv OTL Ta Adyla Tou Inool eival opopda
OAAQ YN TpaKTIKA. OuunBeite, wotdoo, OTL 0 Inoolg oyl
povo didaoke, alhd £Znos awto mou didacke. Ot Paploaiot
Kal n Pwpaikr Autokpatopia £xouv e€adaviotel anod tov
KOopo oMA o Inool¢ Cel akopa. Asv {el pOVO OTIG
S18ackaAieg Tou Kot oToug omadolg Tou, ald avoothOnke
armd toug vekpoUg Kal To Bacilelo mou Rpbe va 6ploel
TipayHatt 5pUBNKe Kal EKATOUUUPLA €XOUV €LOEABEL Of
OUTO KOlL ELOEPYOVTAL AKOAL.

310 MatBaiog 5:4 o Inooug eime OTL 600L KAaive eival
guloynuévol ylati Ba mapnyopnBouv. Auti n W6€a sival
avtiBetn pe tn olyxpovn vootporia mou pag SLACKEL OTL
ol mpaypatikol avrpeg v kAaive. AKOUUE TNV Kowwvia
pag va AégL oToug VEOUG: «Mnv KoLtdg miow, armoAauos T
{wn, dlackedaoe, yupvag Lovo pia popad, kave O,TL BEAELG
va KAvelg, to va AumnBeic n va viwBelg toPelg eival
avonto». AAG o Incol¢ Slaknpue akdpa OTL 6ooL KAaive
elvat euhoynuévol.

Aev umtapyet, amd pdvo tou, apetr) oto KAapa. O Inooug dev
npowBel TNV amawowdofia, TNV AUTOAUTNON, TNV
TIANYWHEVN umtepndavela, Tn patalwpevn gplodolia, tov
movo 1 tnv oduvn. O Inoolg &ev Aéel, «Mokaplo to
KakopaBnuévo motdi mou kAaiel dtav dev maipvel avtd
Tiou BéAeL». Aev Aéel: Makdplog o eykAnpartiog mou Bpnvel
va ael otn ¢ulakn.» Asv gival kaBolou auto. Auto to
atopo Ba eivat suvloynuévo yiati o Oego6¢ Ba tov
niapnyopnost eivat ot AUTIEC TOU.

‘Eva TpLavtaduAro €XEL pULo YAUKLA LUPpWSELA, 0AAQ OTIAOTE

éva podométalo kat Seite Tl ouppaivel. Oa avakaAuPete
OTL KABe método €xel Ml OamoBAKn OPWHOTOC TIOU
nipoopLlotav va mebdvel oto AouAoudt. Etol eival pe pa
avBpwrmivn kapdld KAeLoTr, avaloBntn, TMOTE payLopévn,
mou el HOvo yla tov €autd tnG. Asv Ba Ppel MOTE ToV
Bnoaupo mou kpUPetal péoa Tou. Autdg o Bnoaupdg
eAeubepwvetal povo oOtav n kopdla elval paylopévn,




suffering but the suffering of those he loved. Jesus had
compassion for sinners. Jesus has compassion for you
today, whether for your loneliness, pain, sorrow or your
sinful condition. He can save you. He wants to save you. He
died to save you.

"Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever."
(Hebrews 13:8). He does not change nor will he ever
change. With the compassion he had for those people, he
will today "sympathize with our weaknesses ... in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus
weeps for you in your afflictions and wants you to feel for
others in their sorrows also. Jesus is our perfect example of
a compassionate, sensitive person.

PERSONAL APPLICATION:

Let's notice three areas in which we should be emotionally
touched. First, we ought to weep with his sufferings of
people. Some people cry over a broken glass and spilled
milk but not when they see a broken life. That's just not
right. We must recognize the infinite value of a person and
our hearts should be touched by their sufferings. Let our
hearts be touched by people and not things. Try to see
God's hand in everything, be it the face of a little child, the
beauty of a smile, pleasant words of a friend or the sacrifice
of love. Jesus was that way. Like Jesus, wherever we go,
seeing the human condition, hearing the cries of the
grieving, be compassionate, stop to help, encourage,
console. You will be like Jesus Christ and you will be
blessed.

Second, we need to weep and lament because of the sins
of others. It doesn't make sense to be moved to tears
because of the physical suffering of others but ignore the
sins that are leading them to eternal death. After all, when
we appear before the Judge of all souls, what will it matter
if our stomachs are full or empty? We should weep when
we see a brother in Christ return to the world and decide
to live in sin (see 1 Corinthians 5:1-2). We need to weep
with the fact that our society walks in darkness. Evil will
overcome the good if we stand idly by. We must evangelize
the lost and quit doing nothing in front of prostitution,
pornography, drunkenness and corruption. Every day the
number of young people addicted to drugs increases. Can
we say we feel compassion for them if we do nothing to
help them? Christians must love what is good but also hate
that which destroys lives and souls.

Third, we ought to weep because of our own sins. In this we
cannot follow Jesus' example because he never sinned. He
did teach us, though, that before we look at the sins of
others, we must look inside our own selves. The Pharisees
condemned he sins of others but ignored their own failures.

gualodntn, TAMEWWUEVN KoL CUMTOVETIKN. Elval aAnBela:
poKaplot autol mou KAalve.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA KOMIMNONIAZ MAZ:

Otav dlaBalete ta Evayyélla, Ba evtunwolaoteite Ye Tn
ouUMOVLA Tou InooU. NAvTta Tov CUYKIVOUGOE N QIMEATILOTIKN
katdotaon tTwv BApEVWY. Evag Aempdg Npbe kovtd Tou
dwvalovtag: «Av OéAelg, umopeic va pe efayvioelg».
(Mapkog 1:40). Twpa oL Aempol Sev NTav Mol euxdplotol
otnv epdavion. Toug amayopeUTNKE N KOWOTIKA {wh. AN
UTIPXE KATL 0TOV INGOU ToU ToU¢ £KaVE va KataldBouv otL
pmopoucav va tov mAnoldoouv. O Incoug toug teafnée
T(POG TOV EQUTO TOU, WOTE VA [NV €lval amo To XapoKTnpo
TOU TIOU, OTaV AKOUOE TNV TAPAKANGN TOU Aempou,
«ouykwnonke BabLa», AMAWGCE TO XEPL TOU, TOV AyyLEE Kal
elne: «Na sloat kaBapdg!». Kat dev mapéAewpe moté va ta
QITAWOEL Kol va Ta ayyiet, adrvovtag ta télsla kabapd.

‘Etol akplBwe NTav o Inooucg.

Jtnv moAn Naiv, eide pla xnpa otnv tadr Tou LovoyoyLlou
™NG. BAémovtog tn OAWPN TNG, TN CUUTIOVOUCE KL TNG ELTE:
«Mnv KAaLg». ITn CUVEXELD TTpOXWPNOE otnv enavodopd
TOU ylou tn¢ otn {wn (Aoukag 7:13).

@evyovtag and tnv lepyyw, Alyo apyotepa, o Incolg sibe
800 TudAoUG, «ayylEav Ta HATLO TOUG KAl OUECWE EI6aV»
(MatBaiog 20:34).

H BiBAog &ev AéelL OTL 0 InooUG EkAae OTAV AKOUOE OTL O
¢ihog tou, o Adlapog, sixe mebavel. Otav Opwg £dptace
otov tado, PAémovtag tn Mapia kat dAAoug va KAaive,
«Boyynée oTO TVELMA KOl TAPAXTNKE» KAl EKAaE.
(lwavvng 11:33, 35). H BAlYN Twv GAAwv dyyie tnv
evaiodntn kapdid tou. Eite Atav ol BApEévoL, oL TudAol,
oLXwAol, oL Aempol, oL OpveG i amhol apaptwAol, o Inooug
£VIWOE TOV TOVO TOUC KOl €Kave O,TL UMOPOUCE yla va
BonBnosL.

O AOF0xr mou éywve oapka, (lwavvng 1:1), mou
SNULoUPYNOE TO CUUMAV KAl TAKTOTIOLNOE TO MAVTA, TIOU Ta
Kpatd akopo oAa pali (Kohoooaeig 1:16, 17) Loxupog Ue
KABe gouoia. BelkOg aAAG CUUTIOVETLKOG Kol EVALoONTOG
otov mtovo kat tn OAIPN pog - autdg gival o Incoug pag!!!
Aeite tov Anploupyd oag Pe Tt pAtia TG Kopdlacg oag,
miovepéva Kol KAopéva, kot Ba yvwploste tn {wn tou
Xplotou Alyo meplocotepo. Moté Eava dev Ba meite «ol
TIPOYHLOTIKOL AVTPEG eV KAve».

Qot000, N HeyaAUTePN CUUTIOVLA TOU InooU Sev eival yla
TO Appwota cwuota aAd ylo TG appwoteg PuxEG.
AwaBalouvpe oto Katd MatBaiog 9:35-36 mw¢ o Inooug
EVIWOE CUMMOVLA yla To TANBOG Tou Atav cav mpofata
XwpLg Bookod, Yapévol AvBpwoL, MTEPUTAAVWEVOL ACKOTIOL,




We need to examine our own selves, feel remorse, let our
own hearts be broken and be filled with a contrite spirit in
a way that leads us to repentance. (Psalm 51:17)

"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up" (James 4:8-10). Be like the people on the day of
Pentecost who, hearing from Peter that they had crucified
the Son of God, "were cut to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall
we do?" (Acts 2:37) Be sensitive to your own spiritual
condition.

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions to measure your own level of

compassion:

1. Do you think that God will be sad if you sin?

2. Have you ever implored a friend, "Please, quit doing what
you are doing? It is sin!"

3. Have you ever told the gospel to someone who was not
a Christian?

4. Do you think it is funny to see a drunk stagger and fall,
walking down the street?

5. Do you like to listen to gossip?

6. Are you less sensitive to some things that you once found
offensive?

7. Do you enjoy watching films that exalt violence,
immorality and obscene language?

8. Does the sight of beggars, blind or crippled folks touch
your heart?

9. Are you happy that the evil, perverse people of this world
are going to receive what they deserve?

10. Do you feel remorse when you fall into temptation and
sin against God?

CHAPTER 3
JESUS: THE MEEK (Matthew 5:5)

MEEKNESS: WHAT IS IT?

We often hear that the Christian ought to be different from
people in the world. This is true. The difference that Christ
makes in our lives should be very noticeable. But, it is not
that the person who is in Christ has to walk around in a suit
and tie or that the Christian woman has to only use
homemade clothes or wear her hair in a certain way. These
things are exterior; that is, superficial (on the surface).
Jesus said that the difference between his follower and a
person of the world is in his inner person, his character.
What the world should see when they look at the life of a
Christian is exactly the inner, spiritual expressions of

Xwplg va &€pouv T EPayvav, oute Mol KateuBUvovtav.
Kamolog Ba pmopouce va mel, "Auto eival To MPOBANUA
TouG. O KaBévag emAéyel Tn polpa Tou". AAAG o Inooug Sev
NBeAe va kKAeloel TNV KAPSLA TOU OTNV KATACTAOH TOUuG. Tov
OUYKIVNOE N MVEVUOTIKN TOUG Katdotaon.l' auto fpbe.

AwaBaloupe oto Aoukdg 19:41-44, 6tLo Inooug, EpXOUEVOS
otnv ayamnuévn tou TOAN, TNV lepoucalnu, £kAaye
eniong. Koitage 1o péAOV aUTAG TNG TOANG KAl ATV
okotewvd. Ol EBpaiol anéppidav tov Incou kat apvibnkav
va UETAVONOOUV ylO TI( OHOPTIEC TOUG Kal yU' auto Ba
udlotavro pa tpopepn THwpia. Ou exBpikol otpatol Ba
eloéBaiav kat Ba katéotpedav tnv mOAn. OAoL oL KATOLKOL
Ba okotwvovioucav 1 Ba mwAolvtav cav okAdBol o€
aAAec xwpeg. O €vdofog vaog, cUUPoAO TOu Ttpovopiou
TOUC KOl TNG mapouciog tou Oeol avapeod tou¢ Ba
YKpeULZOTAY, XWPIG va HEVEL TTETPA TTAVW oTNV AAAN. OAa
outd ouvéBnoav 40 xpovia apyotepa. O Inooug Toug
ayamolose Kal €KAOLYE OKEMTOMEVOC T Uolpa Twv
EMOVOOTATNUEVWY KOL AVUTIAKOU WV.

Elval onpavtikd otL auth n oknvr cuvéRn pa efdopada
TIPLV Ao Tov 81KO Tou oduvnpo Bavato. Tnv mopapov Tou
SkoU tou okAnpoul Bavatou, o Inoolg ev ékAae yla Tov
£0IUTO TOU, oA EkAae yla TNV lepoucainy, yvwpllovtog
otL elyav amoppidel T povadikr toug eAntida yla cwtnpla
otav tov anéppupav. Ta Sakpud tou Sev ATav yla ta SIKA
ToU emikelpeva Seva oAAd yla ta Baoova ekelvwy Tou
ayarnovoe. O Ingoug gixe cupmovia yLa TOUC O PTWAOUG.
O InooUg €xeL ocupmévia yla €0AC ONUEPQ, €iTE yla TN
povalld, tov movo, tn OAlPn N TtV apaptwAn oag
Katdaotaon. Mmopel va oe cwoel. OEAEL va O OWOEL.
MéBave yla vo. 0 CWOEL.

«0 Inooug Xplotog sival o (Slog, xBeg, onuepa Kal yla
navtay. (EBpaioug 13:8). Asv al\dalel oute Ba aMldtel
TMOTéE. Mg Tn oUUTOVIA TIOU £Tpede yla AUTOUG TOUC
avBpwrmoug, ornuepa Ba «CUUTAOYEL LE TIG aduvapieg pag

. 0 OAa Ta onueia MEpacpévol OMwG sipoote, alAd
Xwplg apaptio» (EBpaioug 4:15). O Incol¢g kAalel yio oéva
otic BAiPeLg oou kal BéAeL va viwBEeLg Kat yla Toug dAAoug
otic OAielg toug. O Inooug sival To télelo mapadelypa
£VOC CUUTTOVETLKOU, evaicBntou atopou.

NPOZQNIKOZEPAPMOIH:

AG apaTnpricoULE TPELG TOUELG OTOUC omoioug Ba mpemnel
VO OUYKWVOULOOTE cuvalodnuatikd. Mpwtov, TPEMEL va
KAQoUpE pe Ta BAoava Tou ylo Toug avBpwroud. Mepikotl
avBpwrmol KAaive TAvw amod €va OTACKEVO TOTHPL KAl TO
XUHEVO YAaAa, aAAG OxL Otav BAEMouV pla omtacuevn Lwh.
AuTO amAa Sev eival ocwoTo. Npémel va avayvwpioouue tnv
amépavtn afio evog avOpwrou Kal oL KApSLEC LaG TIPETEL
va ayyilovtat anod ta Bacava Tou. Ag ayyifouv TIG KapSLEG




humility, compassion, meekness, righteousness, mercy,
purity, peace and faithfulness. When we begin to manifest
these qualities, the world will clearly see, the Lord will be
glorified and more people will be drawn toward the Way.

One of the least sought attributes is meekness. Someone
once said, "If all God's attributes were offered at auction,
the last one to be sold would be meekness." Few people
understand what it is and fewer still value this quality that
so characterizes the Lord Jesus.

"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth",
Jesus said in Matthew 5:5. What does it mean to be meek?
According to our dictionary, to be meek means you are
"showing patience and humility, gentleness easily
imposed upon, submissive". The meek one doesn't throw
fits or fly off the handle under pressure. A good synonym is
"gentle". A meek person is under control.

To be meek does not mean to be weak. A horse, before it is
tamed, is strong but, being wild, is useless to man. After
being tamed it does not lose its strength. It just becomes
tamed, controlled and useful. A good definition for
meekness is "strength under control".

Rome conquered the world but the Christians conquered
the Roman Empire. Nero tossed and turned in his bed in the
royal palace while the Christians slept peacefully in their
prison cells. They found the victory in their redemption and
their courage was a result of their conviction. They gained
patience in their sufferings. Those primitive Christians
acquired spiritual strength, based in the truth, tempered in
persecution and which reflected the image of the nature of
Christ. Let's examine this attribute that is so very essential
in the Christian life: meekness.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF MEEKNESS

Perhaps the most misunderstood quality of the life of Christ
is his gentleness or meekness. He wasn't weak but strong.
Remember how he was arrested, beaten with rods,
scourged with a whip, spit on and mocked. The multitude
called for his death and he was nailed to a Roman cross.
The crowd challenged him, "If you are the Son of God, come
down!"

Now consider what he could have done. He could control
the tempest with a word, walk on the water, feed 5,000
people with a few loaves and fishes and even raise the
dead. On the cross he could have called 10,000 angels to
set him free and destroy that ungrateful generation. But he
didn't doit. Jesus, "committed no sin, nor was deceit found
in His mouth ... when He was reviled, did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but

pog avOpwrol Kat oxL mpaypata. MNpoonabnote va deite To
XEPL TOU OcoU o€ OAa, ite elval TO MPOCWIO EVOG UIKPOU
TaLdLoL, n opopdLd evog XapoyeAou, Ta uxapLota AoyLa
evog dpidou N n Buoia tng ayamng. O Inocolg nTav £toL.
Onwg o Inoolg, Omou kL av Tape, PBAémovtog TNV
avOpwrivn Katdotoon, oKoUyovtag TIG KPOUYEG TWV
OALUUEVWY, VO EIOTE CUUTTOVETLKOL, VO OTOLOTHOETE yLa Vol
BonBnoete, va evBappUlVETE, va TapnyoprosTe. Oa eiote
oav Tov Inoou XpLoto kal Ba eiote eudoynuevol.

AgUtepov, xpeldletal va KAale Kol va BpnvoU e yla TLg
QAPTIEG TV GAAWV. Agv €XEL VOO VO CUYKLVOUVTAL LE
kKAapata e€attiag TG CWHATIKAG TaAamwplag Twv GAAwy,
OAAG Vo ayvoouv TIC OOPTIEG TTOU TOoug odnyouv otov
otwvio Bavato. AAMwote, 6tav EUPOVIOTOULE EVWTILOV TOU
Kpttr 0Awv twv Puxwy, TL onuacia £XEL oV TO OTOUAXL LOC
elvat yepdro n adelo; Npémet va kAapoupe dtav BAEmMoupe
€vav ev Xplotw adehdo va emlotpédel oTOV KOGUO Kal va
anodacilovpe va Iooupe otnv apoptia (BAéme A’
KoptvBioug 5:1-2). Mpémet va kKAapoupe e To yeyovog OTL
n kKowwvia pag Basdilel oto okotddL. To Koko Ba VIKAOEL TO
KaAG av peivoupe dmnpayol. MNpémnel va evayyeAilou e ToUG
XOHEVOUG KOl VO OTOUATACOULE VA NV KAVOUUE Timota
UMPOOTA OTNnV Topveia, tnv mopvoypadia, Tn LEON Kal Tn
SladBopd. Kabs pépa o aplBudg twv vEwv Tou eivat
€0lop€VoL OTA VAPKWTIKA au€avetal. MmopoUpe va ToUUE
OTL VIWBOOUE CUUTIOVLA YLt UTOUC AV SEV KAVOULLE TimoTta
yla va toug BonBricoupe; OL XpLotiavol mpémel va ayormouv
TO KOAO aAAQ KOl va HLOOUV QUTO TIOU KaTaoTpEPel {WEC
Kot PUYEG.

Tpitov, MpEmMeL va KAQIME yla TIC SIKEG MAG OUAPTIES. €
autd Sev pmopoUe v 0KOAOUBAOOULE TO TapASELlyUa
Tou Inoou yiati ev apaptnoe noté. Mag 6ibage, wotdoo,
OTL TIPOTOU KOLTAEOUUE TIC AUOPTIEG TWV GAAWY, TIPETEL VA
Kowt@foupe pE€oco oTov £0uTO pag. Ot Qaploaiot
Katadikooav Ti§ apaptieg Twv AAwv oAAd ayvonoav Tig
SIKEC TouC amotuyieg. XpeldleTal vo EETACOUE TOV EQUTO
HOLC, VO VIWOOUUE TUPELG, va 0lpr)OOUE TIG KAPSLEG LOC VO
payioouv kat va yepiooupe pe éva peTapeAnpuévo mvelpa
e tpdmo mou va pog odnyet og petavola. (WaAuog 51:17)

"MAnolaote otov Oed kat Oa oag mAnotdosl. Kabapiote ta
Xépla oog, apoptwloi, kat kobapiote Tg KapSLEC oag,
Supuyieg. Opnvol kat Bpnvriote kat kKAapte! Ag petatparet
TO Y€ALO 00 O TIEVOOC Kal n xapa cag og BALYPN. Tamewog
va elote evwmiov tou Kuplou, kat Ba cag uwoel»
(lokwPou 4:8-10). livete cav Tov Aad TNV NuEPA TNG
MevtnKOOTAG Tov, OTav akouoav amo tov MEtpo OtL eixav
oTOUPWOEL ToV Y10 Tou OgoU, «KOTNKAY oTnV Kapdld Kot
elmav otov METPoO KAl OTOUC UTIOAOLTOUG QMOCTOAOUG:
«AvSpeg kal adeldol, Tt va kavoupe ;» (Mpageig 2:37) Na
elote evailoBntol otn S1kr 0O VEL LATLKN KATAoTOON.




committed Himself to Him who judges righteously" (1 Peter
2:22,23). Listen to what he did say on that cross: "Father,
forgive them for they do not know what they do." Now that
is meekness, properly defined as strength under control,
calmness in the midst of trials and tranquility of soul even
in difficult circumstances.

The meekness of the Messiah was the subject of prophecy
in the Old Testament. Isaiah 12:1-4 or Matthew 12:15-21
tell of the characteristics of this person of whom Jehovah
said: "Behold! My Servant whom | uphold, My Elect One in
whom My soul delights! He will not cry out, nor raise His
voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A
bruised reed He will not break and smoking flax He will not
guench." Jesus did not stand in the streets, shouting, with
his face red from anger, trying to convince the unbelievers
of the errors of their ways. Jesus, according to this
prophecy, did not destroy a broken reed or snuff out a
smoldering candlewick.

Think about these two expressions: Back then, a reed or
small rod was used like either a ruler or walking cane. If you
broke it, it became useless. This broken reed represents a
weak, fragile person. How did Jesus look at weak, frail
people? He did not despise them. Jesus, among the weak,
despised or outcasts, showed patience and sympathy. He
identified with them, treated them with respect and lifted
them to a higher plane. He didn't discard them; rather, he
treated them with greater care. He was gentle.

The smoldering wick was similar to this. When a candle or
oil lamp goes out, the wick begins to smolder and smoke.
That could be irritating to the eyes so the easiest thing to
do was to reach over and pinch the wick. It quickly goes out.
That smoldering wick represents an irritating, inconvenient
person. How did Jesus treat that kind of person? He put up
with them! Instead of getting rid of them, he took care of
them. Jesus did not stomp on weak, obnoxious,
problematic, immature people!

Jesus did not promote weakness but tolerance and so was
able to help the weak become strong. He did not load them
down with burdens too heavy for them to bear. He always
called people to behave well and to be of good character
but, at the same time, he understood and put up with the
silliness and immaturities of the weak. Jesus was on the
side of the weak. He never stopped being gentle.

It may seem strange to say but Jesus did not leave his
meekness when he expelled the moneychangers from the
temple. He was not out of control. Rather, he knew exactly
what he was doing. He didn't stop being meek in Matthew
23 when he denounced the hypocrites: "Serpents, brood

AYTOEZETAZH:

ATLOVTIOTE O QUTEC TG EPWTNOELC VLA VA HLETPHOETE TO
S1KO oag eminedo cuunoviag:

1. MioteleTe OTL 0 OO¢ Ba AumtnBel av ApAPTHOETE;

2. Exete nopakaléoel moté évav Ppido, "Iog mopakaAw,

OTOMOTACTE VA KAVETE QUTO TOU KaAvete; Eival
apoptial"

3. ExeTe MeL MOTE TO €UAYYEALO OE KATOLOV TIoU Sgv RTav
XPLOTLAVOG;

4. Miotevelg OtL eival aoteio va BAEnelg évav pebuouévo
va TPEKALEL KOl va TTEDTEL TIEPTIATWVTOC OTO SpOO;

5. Jou apéoel va akoUG KOUTOOUTOALG;

6. Eloal Alyotepo guaioBnTog o KAMOLN TPAYUATA TTOU
KAmote cou pavnkav mPooBANTIKA;

7. 2ag apéosl va apakoAouBeite Tawvieg mou eEupvolv tn
Bia, TNV avnBKOTNTA KaL TNV AOEUVN YAWOOQ,

8. AyyileL Tnv kapbld cog n opacn {NTLAVWY, TUGAwv n
QVATINPWYV aVOpWIWY;

9. Eilote xapoUpevolL TOU oOL KOKoi, OleoTpappévol
avBpwrol autol Tou Kéopou Ba AdBouv autd mou Toug
afiley;

10. Nwbete tOYPelg Otav TEDTETE O TMELPACUO Kol
OLAPTAVETE OTOV O€0;

KEDAAAIO 3
IHZOYZ: O NPAKOZ (MatBaiog 5:5)

MPARNEIA: TI EINAI;

Juxv@ OKOUME OTL O XploTlavog TpEmel va  elval
SLadopeTKOG amo Toug avBpwnoug oTov KOoHOo. AUTO eival
oAnBela. H dadopd mou kavel o Xplotdg otn lwn Hog
TPEMEL va elval TOAU aoBntn. AAG, dev elval 6TLTO ATopo
TIOU €lval ev XpLOTW TIPETEL VA KUKAOPOPEL LE KOOTOU L KLl
ypaBdrta i OTL N XpLOoTLaVH TIPETEL VO XPNOLOTOLEL HOVo
OTITIKA. poUXa N vo ¢opdel Ta POAAMA TNG UE €vav
OUYKEKPLUEVO TPOTO. AUTA Ta TipAyHaTa sival eEwTtepikd.
dnAadn emipavelakad (emibpavelakd). O Inoolg eime OtL N
Sladopd petafd tou omadol TOU Kol EVOC ATOUOU TOU
KOOUOU PploKeTal OTO €0WTEPIKO TOU TIPOOWIO, OTOV
XOPAKTAPO TOU. AUTO TIOU TIPEMEL va 8L 0 KOOUOG OTav
kotalet T Twn &vog Xplotiavou eival akplpwg ot
EOWTEPLKEC, TIVEULATIKEG eKdPACELC  TATIEWVOTNTOC,
oupmnoviag, mpaotntag, Sikatooclvng, eAéouc, oyvoTnToc,
glpnvng kot miotne. Otav apyxicoups va ekdnAwvoups
QUTEG TLG LBLOTNTEG, 0 KOOWOG Ba SeL kabBapa,

‘Eva anod ta Alyotepo MePL{ATNTO XAPAKTNPLOTIKA €lval n
npaodtnta. Kdamowog eime kamote: «Av  OAa  Ta
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA Tou Ogol mpoodepodTav o dnuomnpacia,
To TeAeutaio mou Ba mwAolvtav Ba ATav n mMPAOTNTAY.
Alyol avBpwrot katalaPaivouv TL eival kal Alyotepol




of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?"
Nor will he cease to be meek when, one day, he "is revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." (2
Thessalonians 1:7, 8). To be meek doesn't mean you don't
fight against evil, rebuke the sinner or try to correct an
injustice. Sometimes force must be used. We must take
action, speak out, resist, but we just do it the right way,
Jesus' way, the controlled way.

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Meekness is in the list of attributes the Spirit produces in
the life of the Christian (Galatians 5:22-3). This means that,
when the Spirit of God is controlling our lives, we will not
have that desire to return evil for evil toward that person
that provokes us. When criticized, we will not explode in
anger. When we are mistreated, we are able to forgive the
one who hurt us. This is meekness.

To be meek does not mean that we give in to all evil desires
or injustices of others. False doctrine has to be corrected.
Sin must be rejected; Oppression and injustice must be
fought, but always in a controlled manner. Our opposition
to wrongdoing must be without bitterness, nastiness or
disequilibrium.

We ought to treat people with respect (Titus 3:1, 2). We
should correct the brethren with care and delicately. Being
meek, gentle people, we can treat people like packages
labeled with signs that say, "FRAGILE, HANDLE WITH CARE".
Human beings are frail. Let's be careful not to hurt them
with our words of resentment or with rough handling. Let's
treat people with great care and tenderness, especially
those who are far away from God.

The Bible speaks about gentleness especially with respect
to women. Our society, with advertising, films, soap operas,
books and magazines, is constantly deceiving women. They
hear on every hand that, to be popular and attractive, they
have to be "sexy" and sensual. They are constantly
bombarded with the lie that beauty is the result of physical
characteristics and that a little Botox injected in the lips, a
thinner nose or bigger bust makes them beautiful. That is
one of Satan's lies. The Bible emphasizes that inner
qualities make a woman beautiful and attractive. 1 Peter
3:3, 4 says "Do not let your adornment be merely outward;
arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel;
rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
very precious in the sight of God."

e€akoAouBolV va ekToUV aUuTH TNV LSLOTNTA TIOU £T0L
xapaktnpilel tov Kuplo Inoou.

«Makaplol oL ipaol ylati autol Ba KANpOVOUoOUV TN yn»,
elne o InooV¢ oto Katd MatBaiov 5:5. TL onualvel va eioat
MpAoc; 20udwva pe To Ae€lkO pag, to va eloal mpdog
onpaivel otL «delxvelg umopovr kat tamewodpoouvn,
MPAOTNTA ... EUKOAA eTULBAANOUEVN, UTIOTAKTIKA». O T(PAOG
bev extoeveTal kal Sev etdel amo tn Aafr uno nieon. Eva
KOAG ouvwvupo elval Tto «guyeviko». Evag mpdog
avBpwrog eival und €Aeyyo.

To va eioal mpaog dev onuaivel va sioat aduvapog. Eva
ahoyo, nplv eEnuepwOei, ival Suvatod, aAld, évtag ayplo,
elval axpnoto yla tov avBpwro. Adol etnuepwBel Sev
Xavel TN SUvoun Tou. AMAWG yivetol €ENUEPWUEVO,
eleyxouevo Kkal xpnolpo. Evag KoAGC OpLopog yla tnv
npaotnTa eivat «n Suvapn uTo EAeyxo».

H Pwpn Katéktnoe Ttov KOopo, aMda ol Xplotiovol
Katéktnoav tn Pwpaikn Avutokpotopia. O Népwv
TIETAXTNKE KOl yUPLOE OTO KPEPRATL TOU 0TO BacIAkO MaAdTL
EVW OL XplOoTLavol KOLMOVTOUCOV NOUXOL OTa KEALA TNC
dulakng. Bprnkav tn vikn otn AUTpwor] Toug KoL To 8dppog
TOUG ATAV AMOTEAECHA TNG MEMOIONONAC Toug. Améktnoay
urmopovrl ota Pdacavd Ttoug. Ekelvol oL mpwtdyovol
Xplotiovol améktnoav TVEUUATIK SUvapn, Baolouévn
otnv oAnBela, UETPLOCHEVOUC Ot OSLWYHOUC KoL TIOU
avtavakAoloav TNV €lkova the ¢uong tou Xplotol. Ag
€€ETAOOUE AUTO TO XAPAKTNPLOTLKO TIOU €lval TG00 oAU
OUCLOOTLKO 0T XPLoTLavikh {wn: Tnv mpaodtnta.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA MNMPANEIAZ MAZ

Towg n 1o mapegnynuévn molotnta tnG {wng Tou XpLotou

elval n mpaodtnta 1 n mpadtnta Tou. Asv NTav aduvapog
oAa Suvatdc. OQuunbeite mwg Tov ouvélaPBav, Tov
Eulokomnoav pe paBSdld, ToV LOOTlywoay PE TO HAOTiyLo,
Tov £dtuoav Kal Tov Kopoldsuav. To mARBog {ntnoe tov
Bavato tou Kat kapdwbnke oe pwpaikd otavpd. To
TANBog Tov TpokdAeos: «Av eical o YO¢ tou Osgou,
KatéBaly.

Twpa okedteite TL Oa pmopovoe va €xeL Kavel. Mmopouoe
va eAEy€el TNV TpLlkupia e pia A£En, va MEPTATAOEL OTO
vepO, va taioet 5.000 avOpwroug pe Alya Pwpd kot Yapra
KOL OKOUN KOl VO OVOOTAOEL VEKPOUG. ITo otaupd Ba
propoloe va eixe kaAéoel 10.000 ayyéAoug yla va Tov
eAeuBepwooUV KAl va KOTACTPEPOUV QUTH TNV axXAPLOTN
vevid. AANA 6ev 1o €kave. O Inooug, «dev Olémpacte
opaptia, olte BpéBnke S6Aog oto otopa Tou.. Otav
AowdopnBnke, Sev €PAale oe avtalhayua: otav UlEdeps,
Sev amneidnog, aAAd adoolwbnke oe Autov Tou Kpivel
Sikata» (1 Métpou 2:22 ,23). AKOUOTE TL ELTIE GE QAUTOV TOV




It is not a sin to be pretty. In fact, God created the woman
to be attractive and pleasing to the man. God doesn't
condemn the woman who is outwardly pretty. There is no
virtue in purposefully dressing shabbily. The Bible says
there is something much more important and basic that
attracts and impresses the man. It is purity, reverence; it is
a gentle, quiet spirit that can influence the man for good.
With time, the physical body loses its shape, the face gets
lines and blemishes but the gentle spirit gets more
beautiful every day. "Growing old gracefully" is better than
growing old disgracefully.

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions in order to measure your own level

of meekness:

1. Do you holler at family or colleagues?

2. When falsely accused, do you defend yourself with

excessive vehemence?

3. Do you insist in having the last word in a discussion?

4. Would your associates be astonished if you became
enraged at someone?

5. Do you have the reputation as a person who remains
calm in the middle of a tempest?

6. Do you try to choose words that will not hurt someone's

feelings?

7. Do you try to get even with the person who hurts you?

8. Do you want to fight with the person who breaks in front
of youin line?

9. When you rebuke someone, does it make you feel good
to see them embarrassed or angry?

10. Are you able to remain kind, gentle and submissive
when you are fighting against some injustice?

CHAPTER 4
JESUS: THE RIGHTEOUS (Matthew 5:6)

RIGHTEOUSNESS: WHAT IS IT?

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be filled." (Matthew 5:6). The
Bible truth is that man needs more than food and drink to
sustain his life. He needs spiritual nutrition for his soul.
That's why Jesus said, "Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God."
(Matthew 4:4). He also said, "Do not labor for the food
which perishes, but for the food which endures to
everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because
God the Father has set His seal on Him" (John 6:27).

Man is not just a mere animal with physical necessities. We
are the special creation of God, made in His image and
likeness, equipped with spiritual, emotional and physical

otaupod: «Matépa, ouyxwpeoé Toug ylati dev E€pouv TL
KAavouvy». Twpa auTo ival mpaodtnta, mou opiletal cwotd
w¢ Suvapn umo €Aeyxo, NPEULA EV LECW SOKLUOOLWY Kol
npeepila tng YPuxng akopa kat oe SUCKOAEG CUVONKEC.

H mpadtnta Tou Meooia ntav to Béua tng mpodnteiag
otnv MaAawd Awbnkn. Ta edadia Hodiag 12:1-4 n
MatBaiog 12:15-21 avadEpouv Ta XAPAKTNPELOTIKA AUToU
TOU aTOUOU yla To omoio o lexwPa eime: "I6o0, o AoUAOG
pou tov omoio unootnpilw, o EKAEKTOG oU oTov omoio N
Puxn pou suxaplotietal! Asv Ba dpwvagel ovte VP WOTE TN
dwvn Tou, oUTE KAVTE VL aKOUOTEL N pwvr Tou oto Spodpo.
Mehaviaopévo kaAapl 6ev Ba omdcel kKol AlvapL mou
karvilel 6ev Ba ofrjoew». O Inocolg Sev oTeEKOTAV OTOUG
S6pououg, pwvalovtag, HUE TO MPOCWIO TOU KOTOKOKKLVO
ard TNV opyr Tou, TPOCTIABWVTAG VA TIELOEL TOUG ATILOTOUG
yla ta AdBn twv Tpomnwv toug. O Inooug, cuudwva Ue AUt
v mpodnteia, dev Katéotpee £vol OMOOUEVO KOAAUL
oUte £0BNnoe éva KNPOTIHYLO TIOU OLYOKOLEL.

Ykedteite auTeg TG SUO ekdpaoelg: TOTe, Eva KAAGUL ) L
HLKpn papSog xpnolomnololvtay eite oav YapoKa eite oav
UMooToUVL. Av TO €0TaosC, €YylWe Axpnoto. Auto To
OTIOOUEVO  KOAGUL oaviutpoowrelel  éva  aduvauo,
guBpavoto atopo. NMwc £€BAsme o Inoolg Toug aduvapouc,
aduvapoug avBpwroug; Aev toug mnepldppovolos. O
Inoolg, avaueoa otoug adUVOUOUC, TEEPLPPOVNUEVOUC I
anokAnpoug, £6&lée umopovn Kal cuunaBetla. Tautiotnke
padl toug, Toug p£pBnKe pe oeBaopO Kol TOUG aveBaoe os
éva unAotepo eminedo. Asv ta anéppupe. LAAAOV TOUG
avTLLeTWITLE e PeyadUTepn poooyr). Htav euyevikog.

To ¢utidt mou oyokaiel NTav mapopolo pe auto. Otav
oPnoet éva kept ) pa Adumna Aadou, to putidt apyilel va
olyokaiel kat va kamvilel. Auté Ba pmopouce va eival
EVOXANTIKO yLOl TAL LATLA, OTIOTE TO TILO EUKOAO TIPAYLLA TTOU
UIOPOUOEG VA KAVELG ATAV VA GTACELS KAL VO TOLUTAOELG TO
¢duTiAL. TprAyopa oPrvel. Autd to ¢Ltidl mou olyokaiet
avTumpoownelel éva  gpeblotikd, aBoAlo dtopo. Mwg
QVTLUETWTTLOE O Inooucg éva Tétolo atopo; Ta €Bale padll
toug! Avti va ta Eedpoptwbei, Ta ¢ppovtioe. O Inoolg Sev
natnoe aduvapoug, avtutadntikoucg, mPoPANUATIKOUG,
ovwpLlpouc avBpwroug!

O Inoolg b6ev mpowBoloes tnv aduvapioc oAd TNV
OVEKTLKOTNTA Kol €£TOL MUMopece va Ponbrnoesl Ttoug
aduvapoug va yivouv Suvartol. Aev Toug popTwoe e Bapn
oAU Bapld yla va ta onkwoouv. Mavta KaAoUoE Toug
avBpwnoug va cupumepldh£povTal KAAA Kal va £XOUV KAAO
XOpaKkTnpa, aAAd, Tautdxpova, kataAdpalve kot ta £€Bale
HE TNV avonola Kal TNV oavwpeLuotnta tTwv aduvauwv. O
Inoouc ATav oto MAeUPO Twv adUvauwy. Aev Enae mMoteé
va lval EUYEVLKOC.




needs and desires. We need an intimate relationship with
God our Creator and this comes through Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:6 reminds us of the TV scenes of starving
immigrants who flee some drought, civil unrest, or political
upheaval with only the clothes on their back. They work or
travel in oppressive heat while their little children's bones
seem to protrude through their tight skin and their bellies
bloat up with parasites. Most of us don't have a clue what
real starvation feels like. What a joy it is for these refugees
to find abundant food and water!

People are searching for something in life that satisfies
their desires and needs. They are hungry and thirsty but not
only for bread and water. They want things, material
possessions, close relationships, meaning for life and
peace. They want to be happy. There is, though, a more
vital hunger that God wants us to experience and always
stands ready to satisfy. It is hunger and thirst for
righteousness. Remembering that "blessed" is sometimes
translated "happy", notice what Jesus did not say. He didn't
say that those who seek happiness will be happy. Instead,
he said that those who seek righteousness will be happy.
Those who seek God and His will, those who want to think
and act rightly, will find happiness.

Often, the folks who are hungry and thirsty try to satisfy
their desires in the wrong way. A child arrives at school
hungry and fills up on candy, but when lunchtime comes,
he doesn't want to eat anymore. So it is that many who try
to satisfy their desires with material things, like alcohol,
drugs, sex, various amusements and unspiritual pleasures,
discover that they don't find lasting joy. Jesus showed us
the path to true satisfaction, contentment and fulfillment
in life. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

A thousand years before he was born, it was prophesied of
Jesus: "You love righteousness and hate wickedness"
(Psalm 45:7). It was also prophesied that:" With
righteousness He shall judge the poor and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth
with the rod of His mouth and with the breath of His lips He
shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His
loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist" (Isaiah 11:4-5).

Jesus is our best example of righteousness, but do you
know what righteousness is? It is the same thing as justice,
only on a personal level. Itis not just treating others fairly
or rightly but also doing right yourself. In his life here, Christ
treated people fairly, did what was right, judged evil and
defended the innocent. His righteousness includes

Mropel va daivetal mapdéevo va moupe, aAAd o Inooulg
Oev eykatéAewe TNV MPAOTNTA TOU OTAV E£8LWEE TOUG
XPNUOTLOTEC 0o TO Vao. Asv NTAV EKTOC EAEyXOU. AvtiBeTa,
néepe akplPwe Tt €kave. Asv £nae va eival mpdog oto
MatBaiog 23 otav katniyyslle toug umokpltég: "OidLa,
yovog oxtwv! Nwg punopeite va EedUyete amo tnv Katadikn
™G KOAaong;" Oute Ba mael va gival mpaog otav, pia
pépa, «amokaAudBel amd Tov oupavo pall pe TOUG
Sduvatoug ayyéloug Tou, o dAeyopevn dwTld ekSIKelTaL
ekelvoug mou Sev yvwpilouv Tov Oed Kat ekeivoug ou dev
UTtaKOUOUV 0To guayyéAlo tou Kupiou pag Inocou Xplotou
." (2 @ecoarovikeig 1:7, 8). To va eloal tpaog dev onpaivel
OTL eV TOAEUAC EVAVTLA OTO KOKO, &V EMUTANTIEL TOV
opapTwAO N dev mpoomnaBeic va SlopBwoelg pla adikio.
Mepkeg Ppopég pemeL va xpnotpomotnBel Suvaypun. Mpémnet
va avaldBoupe §pdon, va WARCOUUE, va avilotabol e,
OAAQ TO KAVOUHE AmMAWG PE TOV CWOTO TPOTIO, TOV TPOTO
Tou Inoou, Tov eAeyxOUEVO TPOTIO.

NPOZQMNIKOZEMAPMOTIH

H mpadtnta eival otov KatdAoyo Twv LSLOTATWY TOU
napayel to Nvevpa otn {wn tou Xplotiavoy (MTaAdreg 5:22-
3). Auto onuaivel otL, 6tav To MNvelpa Tou OeoU eAEYXEL TN
{wn pag, 6ev Ba éxoupe autiy tnv embupia  va
oVTATOSWOOUE KOKO OVTL KAKO OE €KELVO TO ATOUO TOU
poG mpokalel. Otav pog emikpivouy, dev Ba ekpayoUpe
oo Bupod. Otav pag kakopetayxetlpilovral, elpaocte o B€an
VO CUYXWPNOOULE OUTOV TIOU HOC¢ TARYWoe. AuTto eival
npaodTnTaA.

To va elpaote mpaol Sev onpaivel OTL UTIOXWPOUE O OAEG
TG KOKEG eTBUMLEG N TG adikieg Twv dAwv. To Peudég
doyua mpénel va SopBwbel. H apoaptia mpémel va
anoppldpBel. H «kotamieon kat n adikia TpEMEL va
KatamoAepunBolv, ald mavta pe eleyyopevo tpomo. H
avtiBeon pag otnv adikompayio mpénel va sival xwpic
TUKpla, Kakia r avicopportia.

Mpémel va ouumepldepOUAOTE OTOUG OVOPWIOUG LE
ocBoopd (Titog 3:1, 2). Mpémel va Sl0pBwooupEe TOUC
adehdolc pe mpoooxn Kal Asmrotnta. Ovtag mpdot,
guyevIKol AvBpwTtoL, UIMOPOUUE VO LETAXELPL{OUAOTE TOUC
avOpWMoUC oav CUCKEVOOLEC TTOU HEPOUV TOUTEAEC TTOU
Aéve, "EYOPAYITO, XEIPEXTE ME T[POXOXH". Ta
avBpwrniva ovta eival aduvapa. Ag MPooEEoupe va Unv
TOUG TIANYWOOUUE PE AOYLOL ayavaKTNoNg i e okAnpoug
XEWPLOPUOUG. Ag cuUTEPLPEPOAOTE OTOUG AVBPWIOUG LE
HEYAAN Tpoco)n Kal TpudepdTnTa, Wlaitepa oe autolg
Tou lval pakpLd amno tov Oeo.

H Ayla Mpadr HAAEL yla UYEVELA, ELOLKA O OXEON ME TLG
yuvaikec. H kowwvia pog, pe OSladnuioslg, Ttawvieg,




retribution for evil committed. He is a just judge who is
involved in the fight between good and evil. In this sense
he is not impartial. He wants good to prevail over evil. Jesus
loves what is right but hates what is wrong. It ought to be
important for us to know that Jesus always did and will
always do what is right.

Jesus Christ, the righteous One, always did what God
wanted. Even the thief on the cross had to confess: "we are
condemned justly, for we receive the due reward of our
deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong" (Luke 23:41).
Because he was righteous, he could say: "Satan has no
claim on me" (John 14:30). He always did what was right
before God. He showed his righteousness when he
expelled the moneychangers from the temple. He could not
allow people to turn his Father's house into a den of thieves
(Matthew 21:13).

Jesus never rejected a person because of his past mistakes
(Matthew 9:13) nor abandoned truth for traditions that
would deny help to the needy (Matthew 12:1-2). He gave
honor to his companions (Matthew 11:11-12) and shared
the truth with others (Matthew 13). In every word and
deed, Jesus showed us the perfect example of what it
means to be righteous.

Jesus is our example of maturity (Ephesians 4:15). He is the
source of our strength and fruit (John 15:1-5). As he did, we
must desire the fellowship of the family of God (Hebrew
10:23-27), feeding ourselves on the Word of God (2
Timothy 3:16, 17), sharing our possessions with others (2
Corinthians 9:7-10). We must obey God instead of men
(Acts 4:19). This is the life that Jesus revealed to us.

Christ's righteousness is also seen in his role of Judge. "God
has established a day when He will judge the world with
righteousness through Jesus" (Acts 17:31). When he comes
in judgment, he will divide the sheep from the goats. "We
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad" (2
Corinthians 5:10). What will the Righteous Judge say to you
on that day?

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Jesus so emphasized the absolute necessity of
righteousness in our lives that he said: "Unless your
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 5:20). He then proceeded to explain
how to practice this righteousness. See some things he
pointed out in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 6 and
7) that are involved in a righteous life:

oamouVvonepeG, BIBALA KoL TEPLOSIKA, EEATIOTA GUVEXWG TIG
yuvaikeg. AkolUve amd kdaBe yépt OTL, yw va eival
dnuodheilg kol eAKUOTLKOL, TIPEMEL va €lval «ogE» Ko
aloOnotakol. Boppapbdilovtal ouvexwg pe to Péua OTL N
opopdLA elvol ATMOTEAECUO CWHOTIKWY XOPAKTNPLOTIKWY
Kol OTLAlyo Umotog pe éveon ota XeiAn, pia mo Asmth Lutn
N HEYQAUTEPO UIMOUCTO Ta KAVEL Opopda. AuTo sival €va
and ta Pépata tou Zatavd. H Ayia Mpadn tovilel 6tL oL
EOWTEPLKEG LOLOTNTEG KAVOUV LA yuvaika opopdn Kot
eAkuoTikn. Ta edadila 1 Nétpou 3:3, 4 Aéve: «Mnv adroete
Tov OTOAloOpd oag va elvat povo eEwteplkog  va
TOKTOTIOLEITE Ta pOAALG, va PopdTe xpuod f va popdte
wpaia evéuparta: paAlov ag eival to kpudo TPOCWIO TNG
koapdLag, pe tnv adpBaptn opopdld evog EUYEVIKOU NOUXO
mvelua,

Aev  elval  apoptia  va  elcal  Opopdog.  Itnv
TPOYHATIKOTNTA, 0 Oed¢ Snuolpynoe T yuvaika yla va
elval eAKUOTIKA Kal guxdplotn otov avipa. O Oedg dev
KaTaSLKAleL TN yuvaika Tou eival e€wTtepilkd opopdn. Asv
UTLAPXEL QPETH OTO va viUveoal okomipa aBAta. H BiBAog
AEEL OTL UTTAPXEL KATL TIOAU TILO GNUOVTLKO KOl BAGLKO TTOU
eAkUeL Kal evtumwoldlel tov avtpo. Eival ayvotnta,
gulaBela. Elval £va amoaiod, Aouxo TveUpa TToU Uopel va
EMNPEACEL TOV AVTPA YLa TA KAAA. Me Tov KaLpo, To GpUCLKO
OWUO XAVEL TO OXAUA TOU, TO MPOCWIIO ATIOKTA YPOUMECS
KoL ATEAELEC, OAAQ TO aOAO TveUpa yivetal o opopdo
KaOe pépa. «To va yepvag He xapn» elval KaAUTEPO amod To
va yepvag adoéa.

AYTOE=ETAZH:

ATLOVTIOTE O QUTEC T EPWTNOELG VLA VA LLETPIOETE TO

OO oag emninedo mpadTnTAC:

1. Kpauyadlete TNV olkoyEvela 1} Toug cuvadéddoug;

2. Otav katnyopeite Peudwe, unepaomilecte ToV €0UTO

oo pe untepPolwkn Bia;

3. Empévete va €XeTe Tov TeAeuTaio AOyo o€ pa culntnon;

4. Oa ekmAoyoUv oL CUVEPYATEG cou av efopyilecal pe
KATTOLOV;

5. Exete tn dprAun wg avOpwou mou MapapEVEL APEUOC EV
HEOW TPLKUHLAG

6. Mpoomnabeig va emlé€elg Aé€elg mou Sev Ba mMAnywoouv

TO cuvaleBRpaTa KAMoLoU;

7. NpoonaBeic va ta BAAELG PE TO ATOUO TIOU OE TIANYWVEL;

8. OéAelg va toakwOelg e To ATOUO OV OTAEL UTPOOTA
00U OTNV oUpq;

9. Otav EMUTANTIELG KATIOLOV, O KAVEL VAL VIWOELS KAAA TTOU
ToV BAEMELG VIPOTILAOUEVO | BULWUEVO;

10. Elote og Béon va mapapeivete euyevikol, euyevikol Kot
UTIOXWPENTLKOL 0TV MOAEVETE eVAVTLA OE KATola adikia;

KEDAAAIO 4




. Be merciful (5:7)

. Be pure (5:9)

. Make peace (5:9)

. lluminate the world (5:14)

. Control your anger (5:21, 22)

. Control your passion (5:27, 28)

. Be faithful in marriage (5:31, 32)

. Be honest (5:33-34)

. Consider the well-being of others (5:38-42)
. Love your enemies (5:43-48)

. Serve God from pure motives (6:1-18)

12. Forgive others (6:14, 15)

13. Don't be materialistic (6:19-24)

14. Seek God and His kingdom first (6:25-34)
15. Don't be hypocritical in judgment (7:1-5)
16. Value holy things (7:6)

17. Treat others the way you want to be treated (7:13)
18. Obey Christ (7:21-27)

OO NOOULL B WN R
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The Christian life is a life of righteousness, good works, and
obedience and even more, these works have to be done for
pure motives. Jesus said in Matthew 6:1 for us to not
practice our righteousness to be seen by people. All we do
we should do before God to please Him, knowing that He
will reward us.

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions to measure your own level of

righteousness:

1. Have you ever deceived someone on purpose but did not
repent of doing it?

2. Is there anyone in your life that you refuse to forgive?

3. Are you constantly making decisions based on "What
would Jesus do in my place?"

4. Do you concern yourself with widows, orphans and the

poor?

5. Are you strengthening your spiritual life with prayer,
Bible study and fellowship with the church?

6. Do you think you deserve God's favor because of your

good life?

7. Do you judge people by their clothes, language, race or
nationality?

8. Do you think that a criminal can become a good person
and important in the kingdom of God?

CHAPTER 5
JESUS: THE MERCIFUL (Matthew 5:7)

MERCY: WHAT IS IT?
Jesus defined mercy with a story: “There was a certain king
(Matthew 18:23-35) who decided to settle accounts with

IHZOYZ: O AIKAIOZ (MatBaiog 5:6)

AIKAIQZH: Tl EINAI;

«Makadplol 6oot TtetvoUV Kal dupoulv yla dikatoouvn, yLati
Ba xoptdoouv». (Matbaiog 5:6). H BBAKN aAnbela sivat
OTL 0 AvBpwmog XpeldleTal MePLOCOTEPA ATO daynTd Kol
TIOTO yla va cuvTNpenoeL tn {wr Tou. XpeLlAleTal TVEULATLKN
Statpodn yia tnv Yuxn tou. ' autd o Incoug eime: «O
avBpwrog dev Ba {osl povo pe Pwpi, aAAa pe kabe Adyo
Tou Byaivel amo to otdopa tou Oeou». (Matbaiog 4:4). Elne
eniong: «Mnv komwalete ywa v tpodn mou ¢Beipetal,
oAAQ ya TV tPodn mou Stapkel yla TNV atwvia Lwr, TNV
omola Ba oag Swoel o YI0¢ tou AvBpwrou, eneldn o Oeog
Matépag €xel odppayioet emdavw Tou» (lwavvng 6:27). .

O avBpwrog bev eival amAwg éva armAo {wo e CWHOTLKEC
avaykec. Eipoote 1o €lblkd Snuiovpynua tou BOeou,
dTaypévo kat' ewkova kat kab' opoiwor) Tou, e€omAlopévo
LLE TIVEUOTIKEC, CUVOLOONUATIKEG KAl CWHOTIKEG OVAYKES
Kol emBupiec. Xpelalopaote pla otevh oxéon e tov Ogo
TOV ANpLoUpyd HAG KoL QUTO €pPYETal PMEOW TOUu Inoou
XpLotou.

To MatBaiog 5:6 pag Bupilel TIC TNAEOTMTIKEG OKNVEG
ALLOKTOVOUVTWY HETAVOOTWY TIou dpelyouv amo &npaocia,
EUPUALEC avVOTAPAXES 1) TIOALTIKEG AVATAPAXEG LUE HOVO TA
pouxa otnv TAATN Toug. Aoulelouv 1 tafldelouv pe
KOTOTILEDTLKN {E0TN, EVW TOL 00TA TWV UKPWV TTALSLWY TOUG
daivovral va mpoeféxouv péoa amnod To opLytd SEPUA TOUG
KOl oL KOIWALEG TOUG va doucKkwvouv amod mapdotta. Ot
TIEPLOCOTEPOL MO €UAC Oev €Xoupe LO€a TwG elval n
TipayHaTIKA Telva. Tu xapd elval ywa autolg Toug
npooduyeg va Bpiokouv adBovo daynto kat vepod!

OL avBpwrol Payxvouv yLa KATL oTn {wr) TToU LKAVOTIOLEL TLG
€MOUULEG KaL TIG avayKeg Toug. Mewvouv kot Supouv ala
OXL povo yia Ywul kat vepo. OéAouv TpAyHaATA, UALKA
ayaBd, oTteveg oxEoeLg, vonua yla {wn Kot elpivn. O€Aouv
va elval sutuxlopévol. YIAPXEL, wWoTOo0, Hia Tio {WTLKN
nelva mou o Oegdc BéAel va PLWOOUME KoL glval TAvVTA
£€TOlHOG Vo Lkavorolnostl. Eival n meiva kot n diga yla
Swatoolvn. Av Bupdote OtL To "eUAOYNUEVO" UEPLKEC
dopég petadpaletol "sutuxopévoc”, mpoaogtte tL dev eine
0 InooU¢. Aev gine 6tL dool avalntolv tnv sutuyio Oa givatl
gUTUXLOMEVOL. AvtiBeta, eime otL 6ool avalntouv Tn
Sdwatoouvn Ba eival sutuylopévol. Ocol avalntouv tov
@¢g6 Kkat 10 BEANUA Tou, 600L B€AouV va oKEPTOVTAL KOl Vol
gvepyolV owotd, Oa Bpouv tnv sutuyio.

Juyva@, oL avBpwmol Ttou elval mewvaopévol kot Supacpévol
npoomafolv va LKOVOTIOioouV TG emlBUpieg Toug pe
AaBog tpdmo. Eva maldl ¢ptdavel oto oxoAelo TEWVACUEVO Kol
XOpTaivel KapapéAeg, aAAd Otav £pBel To peonuépt, Sev




his servants. He discovered that one servant owed him
10,000 talents - a small fortune. The servant would never
be able to repay what he owed - not ever. The king, then,
ordered his men: "Throw him into the dungeon; sell all his
possessions, including his wife and children!" The servant
begged him, "My lord, please be patient with me. | will pay
it all back. | just need some time." That plea touched the
king's heart and - surprise of surprises - he ended up
canceling the entire debt. The servant left jumping and
shouting for joy! Soon, however, he came across a fellow
servant who owed him some money. It was just a little sum,
but the first servant demanded immediate payment. Even
though it was a small debt, that servant was unable to pay
it. The first servant, the one who had been forgiven such a
large debt, then commanded that servant to be thrown into
the dungeon until he paid what he owed.” Now in this
story, who was merciful - the king or the first servant? Of
course, it was the king, because he was touched by the
difficult situation of the debtor and did something to
alleviate his suffering.

Jesus went walking with his disciples one day (Matthew
12:1-2) on the Sabbath (the Jewish day of rest). It was
lunchtime and the disciples were hungry. They came upon
a field of corn ready to be harvested. There arose the
drama: hungry men, gazing on a field of ripe corn, and a
group of Pharisees watching this group of Jesus' disciples
and thinking: "It is the Sabbath. It is not permitted to work
on the Sabbath. Watch them closely to see if they pick some
corn to eat. If they do, we've got them!" Now what is Jesus
going to do? Will he be considerate of the needs of his
disciples and draw the criticism of his enemies? Or will he
give in to the man-made traditions and let his men go
hungry? What would mercy do? The answer is obvious.

The merciful one defined as his priority the needs of men.
Actually, this in no way violated God's law which was given
to bless people. It only conflicted with the traditions of
those legalistic hypocrites who invented rules and burdens
that not even they were able to bear. Mercy attends to the
needs of people ahead of man-made rules and customs.

Religion without mercy is empty and dead and is not from
God. Nobody who excludes mercy from their life can claim
that they are following Jesus. To be or not to be merciful is
no insignificant matter. In the judgment, Christ will say to
the unmerciful: " 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for |
was hungry and you gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you
gave Me no drink; | was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and
you did not visit Me.' Then they also will answer Him,
saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a

BéAel va ¢ael ma. Etol, moMol mou mpoomaBouv va
LKOVOTIOLNOOUY TIC eMBUUIEC TOUG LE UALKA TipAyHaTa,
OTMWG AAKOOA, VAPKWTLKA, oe€, Sladopes SLookeSATELG Kol
OVTUMVEUUATIKEG OMOAQUOEL;, OvVAKOAUTTOUV OTL gV
Bpiokouv Slapkn xapd. O Inoolg pog £6elte Tov Spouo
mpo¢ TNV oAnBwr kavomoinon, kavomoinon Kol
mAnpotnta otn {wn. Makdplol 66oL TTEVOUVY Kat Supouv yia
Swatoouvn.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA AIKAIQZHZ MAZ

Xilla xpovia mpwv yevvnBel, eixe mpodnteutel yla tov
Inoou: «Ayamadg tn Swkaloolvn Kal ULOELG TNV Kakio»
(Wahpuog 45:7). Npodnrtevtnke eniong otL: "Me Sikatoolvn
Ba kpivel Toug ptwyoug kat Ba anodaciosl pe dikatoouvn
yla Toug PAoUG TNG yYnG: Ba xtumioeL tn yn He tn papdo
TOU OTOMATOG Tou Kal PE TNV Tvor Twv Xelwv Tou Ba
OKOTWOEL TOUG KakoUG. Alkatoolvn Ba eival n {wvn tng
oodUc Tou Kat n mototnta n {wvn tng péong Tou» (Hoalog
11:4-5).

O InooUg¢ eival to KaAUTepo TapAdelypa SikolooUvnG Hog,
oAAQ E€pete TL elval n Sikatoouvn; Eival To (6Lo mpaypa pe
™ Sikaloolvn, HOVO O TIPOCWTILKO emimedo. Aev eival
aImAWG va cupmepldEpeoal otoug aAhoug Sikata ) cwota,
OAAQ KOl VOL KAVELG CWOTA TOV EQUTO 60U. XTh {wh Tou 6w,
0 Xplotog ouumepldpépdnke Sikala oToug avBpwIoug,
£KQVE TO OWOTO, EKPLVE TO KAKO KOL UTIEPAOTILOTNKE TOUG
aBwoug. H Sikatoouvn tou epthapfBavet avranddoon ylo
TO KaKO Tou Slampaxdnke. Eival évag dikalog SIkaoTrg mou
EUTAEKETAL OTOV QyWVA LETAEYU KAAOU Kol KOKOU. YTIO auTh
Vv évvola dev elval apepPOANTTOG. OEAEL TO KAAO va
umepLoXUeL Tou kakoU. O IncoU¢ ayamd To owoto aAAd
pLoel To AadBo¢. Oa PEMEL va elval GNUOVTLKO Lo EUAG VO
yvwpiloupe 6Tl 0 Inool¢ mavta €kave Kot Ba KAVEL Tavta
TO OWOTO.

O InooU¢ XpLoTog, o Sikalog, ékave mAvTo oUTo oy RBeAe
0 Oegbdg. AkOUN Kol 0 KAEDTNG TOUu oTaupPoU EMPEME va
opoloynoel: «eipoote Sikalo KotoSlKaopEévol, €MELSN
Aappavoupe tnv 6éouca apolBn Twv MPALEWY pag: oAAd
QUTOG 0 AvBpwTToC Sev £kave Timota Kako» (Aoukac 23:41).
Emeldn Atav dikatog, pmopovoe va mel: «O Iotavag dev
€xel afiwon amnd spévar (lwav. 14:30). Exave mavra auto
TIoU ATAV 0WOoTO evwrtlov Tou Oeov. Edeife tn Sikatoolvn
Tou Otov €6lWEE TOUG METOTPOTEIG amd TOo vao. Asv
prmopoloe va  emuTpEPel  otoug avBpwroug  va
petatpéPouv To omitt tou Matépa Tou o€ AAKKO KAEDTWY
(MatBaiog 21:13).

O Inooug dev amnéppude MOTE Eva ATOUO AOYW TwV AaBwv
Tou oto mapeABov (MatBaiog 9:13) oUte eykatéAewpe tnv
oAnBela ya mapadooelg mou Ba apvouvtav tn PBorbela
otou¢ amopou¢ (MatBaiog 12:1-2). ESve TR OTOUG




stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister
to You?' Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, | say
to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to Me."" (Matthew 25:41-45). Mercy
is an essential part of true Christianity.

"Blessed are the merciful because they will receive mercy",
said Jesus. Mercy is when we feel the pain of someone in a
bad situation. It is not, though, only feeling the pain, but
acting to alleviate and help. We all feel pain and necessity
sometimes. No doubt, we need an encouraging word or a
kind gesture. People around us also feel these same things
and need that kind word and helping hand.

In Matthew 5:7, Jesus taught us that God would reward our
care and affection for others. We will "receive mercy".
Jesus said in Matthew 6:14 that "if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you." The
merciful person really will be blessed. He will feel that his
life is worth something and also will be certain that the God
who rewards is observing him with great pleasure.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF MERCY

No one measures up to Jesus. He went through life with an
agenda full of important tasks but always found the time to
stop and tend to the needs of those around him. To help
someone else wasn't a waste of time for Jesus. His priorities
were so different from those of the world. Coming down
from the mountain after delivering a powerful sermon, he
met a leper who said, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make
me clean." Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying,
"I am willing; be cleansed" (Matthew 8:3). That scene was
repeated for over three years during Christ’s ministry on
earth.

Constantly responding to requests that we might find
inconvenient, we never read in the Bible that Jesus ever
met a needy person asking for help and he failed to help
them. To at the very end, we see Christ, crucified on the
cross of Calvary, dying in anguish between two thieves. He
had his hands full with his own problems but, hearing the
thief's request, he felt great compassion. Though he
himself was suffering pain and humiliation, he was able to
forgive the thief. That is our Jesus! He looked down upon
us, with the guilt of so many sins committed against Our
Heavenly Father, and he still descended to this dirty little
ball of clay to live among sinners like you and me, just
because we needed his infinite mercy.

Now then, how do we feel toward those people who cover
themselves with the filth of this world and the stench of
sin? Knowing that they will have nothing to eat tomorrow
and a fate worse than death awaits them in the judgment,

ouvtpodouc tou (Matbaiog 11:11-12) Kal LOLPACTNKE TNV
oAnBela pe aMoug (MatBalog 13). e kdBe Adyo Kat
npagn, o Inool¢ pag €6etée to TEAELO APASELYUA TOU TL
onuaivel va stoat dikalog.

O Inoouc sivatl to mapadelypd pag wppotntog (Edecioug
4:15). Autog elval n iy tg SUVONG KAL TOU KOPTIOU LG
(lwavvng 15:1-5). Onwg €kave eKkelvog, TPEMEL va
EMOUUOUUE TNV KOWWVIO TNG OLKOYEVELAG Tou OegoU
(EBpaioug 10:23-27), tpeddpuevol e Tov Adyo tou OgoU (2
Twwébeo 3:16, 17), polpalovtag TO UTIAPXOVTO HOC HE
aAAoug (B' KopvBioug 9: 7-10). Mpémel va UTTAKOUE OTOV
©@¢ed avti yla toug avBpwroug (MNpagelg 4:19). Auth eival n
{wn mou pag anokdaAuye o Incouc.

H Swkatooclvn tou Xplotol daivetal kal otov poAo Tou
Kpttn. «O Oed¢g OpLoe pLo NUEPA KATA TNV omola Ba kplvel
Tov KOOHO pe OkaloolUvn péow tou Incou» (Mpdaelg
17:31). Otav £pBelL otnv Kpion, Ba xwpioel Ta mpoPata and
Ta KOToiKLa. «[PEMEL va TAPOUCLACTOUHE OAOL EVWTILOV
Tou Slkaotnpiou Tou XplotoU, yla va AdBetL o kabvag ta
T(PAYLLOTA TIOU YivoVvTOlL 0TO OWUA, CUUPWVA E QUTA TTOU
£kave, eite KaAa eite kaka» (B KopvBioug 5:10). Tt Ba cou
el o Aikaog Kputig ekelvn tnv nuépa;

NPOZQMNIKOZEMAPMOTIH

O Inoou¢ Tovioe TO0O TTOAU TNV ATOAUTH QVaYKALOTNTA TNG
Sikaloouvng otn {wn pag nou eime: «EAv n Sikatoouvn oag
Sev umepPaivel T SkALOOUVN TWV YPOUUOTEWY KOL TWV
Qaploaiwv, bev Ba uneite pe kavévayv Tpomno otn Bacileia
Twv oupavwv» (Matbaiog 5:20). 2tn cuvéxeLa, poxwpnoe
otnv €fnynon tou mw¢ va aoknBel avti n Sikatoolvn.
Agite pepPKA TPAyHATA TIOU €MeCnUave otnv Emi tou
Opoug Ophia (MatBaiog 5, 6 kat 7) mou gUMAEKOVTAL O€
pLa Sikan Zwn:

1. Na eloat eAefuwv (5:7)

. Na giote ayvotl (5:9)

. Kavte elpnvn (5:9)

. ®wrtioe tov koopo (5:14)

. EAéy€te Tov Bupod oag (5:21, 22)

. EAéy€te o mabog oag (5:27, 28)

. Na giote muotol oto yapo (5:31, 32)

. Na giote elhikpuveic (5:33-34)

. Ikedteite TNV eunuepia Twv GAAwV (5:38-42)

. Ayamnote toug exBpoug oag (5:43-48)

. Ynnpetrote tov O amno kabapa kivntpa (6:1-18)

. Zuyxwpnote toug aAAoug (6:14, 15)

. Mnv eiote uALoTEG (6:19-24)

. ZnToTe mpwTta tov Oeo Kal tn Bacheia Tou (6:25-34)

. Mnv eiote unokpttikol otnv kpion (7:1-5)

. EKTlHRoTE Ta dyla mpaypata (7:6)

17. Na cupmnepldépeote oToug AAOUG OTtwg OEAETE va oag
dépovral (7:13)
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will we reach out to assist? Jesus did. If we want to live the
life of Christ, we will also reach out to help.

PERSONAL APPLICATION

We must challenge ourselves to ask in every situation,
"What would Jesus do?" Would Jesus forgive the one who
offended him or nailed him to the wall? Would he give
another chance to the one who failed him? Would he be
patient with the slow to learn? Would he give a helping
hand to pull someone out of the mire of iniquity? If you
know the answer, then just do it too!

According to Mark 4:24, to show mercy means to attend to
the needs of people around us. Mercy always walks with
open eyes and acts at the smallest cry for help. This
happens daily with us and we will perceive it if we are open
to it. We cross paths with faces marked by pain, anxiety,
fear and sadness. Sensing that there is something wrong
that needs attention, we have two options: remain
indifferent to the one who is suffering or draw near for the
purpose of helping. We have in Jesus a perfect model for
mercy because everything in his life was a reflection of his
Father. It was Jesus who said, "Be merciful, just like your
Father in heaven is merciful" (Luke 6:36).

We may sometimes want to excuse our negligence by
saying to ourselves that we don't know the person. In Luke
10:25-35, Jesus teaches us about this pre-planned isolation
tactic. It is the story of the "Good Samaritan". Notice that
two Jews (both were religious types) went down the same
road as the wounded man but purposefully passed by on
the other side. They had an opportunity to stop and help
but they didn't. Maybe it was the worries of life, fear of a
trap, tiredness after a day's work or maybe it was simply
indifference. Whatever the excuse, the result was still “no
action”. The Good Samaritan, though, was a busy man, on
his way to fulfill responsibilities and obligations, but he put
it all on hold to stop and help a person in need. We need to
keep our eyes open to such opportunities. When the
Samaritan saw the man, he drew near, wanting to see the
need instead of wanting to hide from it. We too are always
being presented with opportunities like this. What moves
us to act is not our education, talent, social class or financial
resources. It is a heart filled with mercy.

The Samaritan came to the wounded man without fear and
without shame. The ones who should feel fear and shame
are those who see but do not stop to help. The church is
not a monastery into which we flee the harsh realities of
life. To the contrary, we are a body of action. The Samaritan
was not afraid of blood. He applied the medicine and
touched the wounds. The Christian can't be afraid of blood.
Some people, facing a person in need, ask, "What will |

18. YakoUaote otov XpLoto (7:21-27)

H xplotiavikn Lwn eivat pio {wn Sikaoolvng, KaAwV Epywy
KOLL UTLOIKONG KOl AKOUN TIEPLOCOTEPO, QUTA T £PYA TIPETIEL
va yivovtal yla kaBapad kivntpa. O Incoug eine oto Katd
MatBaiov 6:1 yla va pnv aokoUWe Tn dikaloouvn Hag yla
va pog Souv oL avBpwrol. O,TL KAVOULLE TIPETIEL VOL KAVOU LE
EVWILOV TOU OegoU yla va Tov €UXOpLOTHOOUUE,
yvwpilovtag otL Ba pag avtapeipet.

AYTOEZETAZH:

ATIOVTAOTE OE OUTEC TLC EPWTNOELG YLA VA ETPHOETE TO

6o oag eminedo Sikatoouvng:

1. Exete moté efamatiosl kAmolov enitndeg oAAd Oev
HETOVONOOTE TIOU TO KAVOTE;

2. Ymdpxel Kkamowo¢ otn {wh oag¢ Tou apveiote va

OUYXWPNOETE;

3. Naipvete cuvexwg anodaocsl pe Baon to "TL Oa £kave o
Inooug otn B€on pou;"

4. Aoyoleloal e TIC XNPES, Ta 0pdava Kal Toug GTwyoUG;

5. EVIOYUETE TNV MVEVUATIKA oa¢ {wr) UE TIPOCEUYXH], LEAETN
BiBAou kal cuvavaotpodr] Le TV EKKANCLO;

6. Miotevelg otL afilelg tnv elivola Tou BOeol AOYyw TNC

KaANg oou IwNG;

7. Kpivete toug avBpwmoug amo ta polxa, Th yYAwooa, Tn
dUAN A TNV €BVIKOTNTA TOUG;

8. Muiotevete OTL évag eykAnuatiag wmopel va yivel KOAOG
AvOPWIOC Kal oNUAVTIKOG oTh Bact\eia Tou OsoU;

KEDAAAIO 5
IHZOYZ: O EAEHMQN (MarBaiog 5:7)

EAEOZ: Tl EINAI;

O Inooug Oploe To €Ae0C UE WL LoTopla: «YTIPXE KATIOLOG
BacW\ag (MatBaiog 18:23-35) mou amnoddaclos va
EekaBapioel Toug AoyoplaoUOUG UE TOUG UTNPETEG TOU.
AvakaAue OTL €vag umnpetng tou xpwotouos 10.000
TAAavta - plo pLkpn meplovcia. O umnpétng 6ev Ba
UIOPOoUOE TOTE Va EETTANPUWOEL AUTO TIOU XPWOTOUOE - OUTE
noté. O Baothlag, Aowmov, SiEtate Toug Avtpeg Tou: «Pifte
TOV OTO WUMOUVTPOUL, TTOUANOTE OAa TA UTIAPXOVTA TOu,
oupmepAapBovopUEVnG TNG Yuvaikog Kol Twv Ttaldlwv
toul». O umnpétng tov mapakdieos: "KUplE pou, o
TIAPAKOAW, KAVE uTopovr pHall pou. Oa ta MANPWow OAa.
AmAw¢ xpetalopal Alyo xpovo." Autr n mapdakAnon ayyEe
v Kapdld tou PaclAtd kot - €kmAngén ekmAnfewv -
KatéAnge va akupwoel oAOKANPo To xpéog. O umnpETNg
€duye mndwvtag kat ¢wvalovrag amd xopa! Iuvioua,
OLWCE, CUVAVTNOE £VOV CUVEPYATH TOU TIOU TOU XpWOTOUCE
Kamolwa xprupata. Hrtav amlwg éva pikpd mood, aAAd o
TPWTOC UTAAANAOG {Ttnoe Apeon TMANPWUNA. Av Kal nTav




receive in return for helping?" Others say, "There is no
hope; | would be wasting my time." The merciful, though,
keeps on helping. Race, skin color or religion does not
matter. The good Samaritan did not ask for social security
number, income tax statement, three references of merit
or driver's license in order to decide if he would stop and
help or not. The man was wounded, it was urgent, and so
he helped!

What would you do if you went down a main road and saw
a gravely wounded person at one o'clock in the morning?
Showing mercy sometimes involves risks. Robbers, hiding
behind the next boulder, could have attacked that
Samaritan but his mercy and compassion were greater than
the risks. How much greater were the mercy and
compassion of Jesus when he went to that cruel, shameful
cross in order to save us from our fatal spiritual wounds?

There is an ancient tradition that a woman among the
multitude, having mercy on Jesus as he treaded the painful
way of the cross, took a towel and dried his face. The
gesture of that woman did not end his sufferings but Christ
was so touched that he left his face print impressed on that
towel. That story is just a legend, but it is true that any
kindness or act of mercy we do for others, because of the
Lord, leaves a lasting impression on our souls and often on
the souls of those who we helped. We all know that, faced
with the enormity of the sufferings and need of people, the
resources we have to give seem like nothing. Sometimes
the only thing we can offer is a friendly word and a gesture
of mercy. Who among us would dare to deny even that?

The gospel of Luke tells that while Christ was in the garden
of Gethsemane, immersed in anguish to the point of
sweating something like drops of blood, "an angel
appeared to Him from heaven, comforting Him" (Luke
22:43). That angel did not change his destiny or death, nor
alter his decision to go forward. His determination to die on
the cross in order to be able to remove our sins continued
and he did die a terrible death. Could it be that that
comforting and strengthening from the angel was wasted
time? Was it in vain that Jesus died on the cross to show his
mercy for a sinful race? Of course not! It is never in vain
when we show mercy for a suffering, needy, scared or lost
person.

| was sitting on the patio early one morning at a friend's
house on a Lake in Kentucky. As | enjoyed that moment, |
thought to myself: "All this is so beautiful: the air is fresh
and crisp. The lake is still like a mirror, the sounds of the
birds are like a symphony, the trees are green and lush,
even the rustic house with flowers planted in every nook
and cranny, the patio - it is all beautiful and pleasant. Even

€Vl ULKPO XPEOG, AUTOC O UTNPETNG Sev NTav og B€on va To
mMAnpwoel. O TPWTOG UTINPETNG, OQUTOC TIOU Tou E£ixe
ouyxwpebel éva 1600 peyalo xpEoc, SLETaEE TOTE va TOV
piéouv oTO pmouvTIpoUUL MEXPL va TIANPWOEL Ooa
Xpwotouoe». Twpo O QUTAV TNV lotopla, TMoOLOG RTaV
eAENUWV - 0 BaotAdg ) o mpwTtoc untnpetng; Ouoikd, ntav
0 Bao\lag, yati tov ayylée n SUOKOAN KATAOTOON TOU
odeINETN KL EKAVE KATL YLOL VAL AmaAUVEL To. Baoava Tou.

O InooU¢ IYE MEPTIATWVTOC LE TOUG LABNTEG TOU pLo LEpQl
(MatBaiog 12:1-2) to ZafPato (tnv ePpaikn nuépa
ovamauvong). ‘Htav peonueplavd  Kal oL pabntég
mewvovuoav. Bprkav éva xwpddl Ue KAOAQUTOKL £TOLUO yla
ouykouldr. Zekivnoe TO Spdpa: TEWOOUEVOL AVIPEG,
KoltoUoaV EVa XwpAdL UE WPLLO KAAOUTTOKL, KL Lo Opado
Qaploaiwv mapakolouBolos auty TNV opada Twv
poBntwv tou Inoou kot okédtovrav: "Eival TapPato. Asv
ETUTPENETAL VA gpyaleote To ZapPato. MNMapakoloubnote
TOUG TIPOOEKTIKA yLo val S0V E av HaleVOUV KOAQUTIOKL Vol
dave. Av To KAvouv, To €xoupe!». Twpa TL TTPOKELTAL VA
KAvel 0 Inooulc; Oa elval TPOCEKTIKOG OTIC AVAYKEC TWV
poBntwv Tou Kal Ba emikpivel toug exBpol¢ tou; 'H Ba
evbwoel oTIg avBpwroyeveic mapadooelg kot Ba adroet
TOUG AVTIPEC TOu va Ttelvdoouy; TL Ba ékave to €Aeog; H
amavtnon sivat mpodavng.

O eAenuwv OpLOE WG MPOTEPALOTNTA TOU TIC OVAYKEG TWV
avOpwNnwv. ITNV TPOYHATIKOTNTA, OUTO OfE Koio
niepimtwon Sev mapapiale To vopo tou Osol ou 666nkKe
yla va euAoyel Toug avBpwrouc. Epxovtav oe cUykpouaoh
MOVO e TIC TOPOSOOEL EKEVWV TWV VOULKLOTWY
UTIOKPLTWV TIOU EMLVONCOV KAVOVEC Kol Bdapn mou oute
autol propovoav va avtéEouv. To €Aeog dpovtilel yia Tig
QVAYKEC TwV avOpWNMwWV TPV Ao Toug avBpwrmoyeveig
KOVOVEC Kal €00

H Bpnokeia xwpig €Aeog ival adela Kot vekpr) kot Sev eivot
amd tov Oed. Kaveic mou amokAeiel To £Aeog amno tn {wn
Tou Sev umopel va LoxupLotel 0tL akoAouBel Tov Incou. To
va eloat ) va unv sioat eAenpwv Sev eival aorpovto Béua.
Jtnv Kkpion, o Xplotog Ba el otov avelénto: «Plye amo
HEVQ, KATOPAWEVN, OTNV AWV GWTLE TTOU ETOLUACTNKE
yla Tov S1aBoAo Kal Toug ayyEAOUG TOU: YLOTL eivaoa Ko
Sev pou dwoaoarte tpodr)- SiPaoca kol pou Swoate. OXL moTo:
Auouv £vog kat 6ev Me mpeg, yupuvo Kat dev Me vtlOnkeg,
Appwaotog Kat otn ¢ulakr Kat 6ev Me eMIOKEPTAKATE Y.
Tote kal autoi Ba tou anavricouv, Aéyovtac: «Kuple, mote
oe eldape mewaopévo n dupacuévo f E€vo 1 yupvo n
appwato 1 otn dudakn, kot Sev og uTnpetnoape;» Tote Oa
TOUG amavtroel, Aéyovtag: «BePaiwg, cogAéw, edpdoov bev
TO KAVATE 0 £vav Ao Toug AlyoTeEpPOUG amd auTtoug,




the rocking chair | sit in is comfortable. What a privilege to
be able to talk to my Creator within my heart and mind. All
of life is good."

Then this little old sick poodle-looking dog comes up and
stands in front of me. "I know what he wants - affection. He
wants to be petted, touched. He really wants to sit in my
lap, but he's 13 years old, crippled, going blind and deaf,
sick and he smells like death warmed over. He smells like
road-kill - and | don't want him to touch me. Not even rub
against my pants leg. And | sure don't want to touch him.
He stinks." That little old stinking puppy was road-kill just
waiting to lie down in the middle of the road.

Jesus cares about human road kill. Not possumes, flattened
out on the highway with a circle of buzzards around him
digging into the feast before them. Not even the deer that
could have been in your freezer, cut and wrapped in wax
paper for future meals if a car had not gotten to him first.
The world is full of old, diseased, lonely, addicted, divorced,
downtrodden, sinners, dirty people and we may think -
don't touch me. I don't want to hold you in my lap. They are
road kill - flattened out on the road of life but the muscle
we call the heart keeps on beating. It matters to Him when
people go to bed at night with stomachs growling from
hunger and lips that are dry and parched from thirst; when
people sleep under the bridges and remain on the outside
of home and society; when they shiver in the cold on long
winter nights or lie in pain on hospital beds or sit staring at
the walls of a jail cell.

It matters to Jesus when people are lonely, when poor,
dirty beggars come into the assembly, when children have
mental disorders and when, teens who driven by hormones
have messed up big time. They may be Mary Magdalene, or
the leper, or Zacchaeus the publican, or the woman with a
hemorrhage of blood, or the crazy man of the Gadarenes.
This is not just about Jesus. It is about you and me. | didn't
pet that dog but God help me if | refuse to take the humans
who are road-kill into my arms and treat them with
kindness and love. Jesus calls us to reach out to touch the
least, the lost and the lonely.

Make the decision now that you will stop and help the
needy, the stranger, the rejected, and the lonely; that you
will loan to the one who cannot repay you, forgive the one
who offended you, give another chance to the one who
failed, treat the back-slidden, weak, inactive, slow brother
with kindness and love; that you will not crush the defeated
and ignorant; not nail to the wall the brother who yielded
to temptation; that you will do something to alleviate the
suffering of the homeless and abandoned and look at every
human being as if it were Jesus who is needing your help.

«Makaplol oL eAenuoveg ylati Ba elenboulv», eime o
Inoouc. EAgog eival otav viwboue ToV TOVO KATIOLOU OE
KOKN Katdotoon. Asv eival, 0w, poOvo aicbnua tou
niovou, alha evepyel yla va avakoudioel kat va fonBnost.
OMoL viwBoupe MOVo Kol avaykn MEPLKEG dopEC. Xwpig
opdLBoAia, xpelaldopaote pia evBappuvtikn AEEn ) pla
EUYEVIKN Xelpovopia. OL avBpwrmol yUpw pag atcbdavovtat
eMiong auta ta dla mpaypata Kot Xpelalovtal QuToV ToV
KaAG AOyo kal to xépt BonBelag.

Yto MatBaiog 5:7, o Incouc¢ pag didage otL 0 Oed¢ Ba
ovtapeifel tn ¢dpovrida KoL TN OTOPYH HAC YL TOUG
aAAoug. Oa «AaBoupe éAeog». O Inooug eime oto Kata
MatBaiov 6:14 OTL «aV CUYXWPNOETE OTOUG OVOPWTTOUG TA
TIOPONMTWHATA TOUg, Bol 00C CUYXWPNOEL KAL O OUPAVLOG
MNatépac oag». O eAenuwy avBpwmog Ba elval mpayUaTiKa
guloynuévog. Oa viwoel O0tL n {wn tou afilel KATL Kot
emniong Ba elval olyoupo OTL 0 Oedg Mou avtapeipel tov
napatnpel pe peyain xopa.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA EAEOZ MAX

Kavelg 6ev avtamokpivetal otov Inool. Népaoce otn {wn Ue
plo atlévia YEUATN ONUOVTIKEG epyooieg, oAAA Tavta
£BpLOKE TOV XPOVO VO OTAUOTNAOEL Kol va HpovIioel TIg
QVAYKEC TwV YUpw Tou. To va Bonbrow kamolov dAov dev
ATov XAoLo Xpdvou yla Tov Incou. OL mpoTepaldTNTESG TOU
ATav TOOO OlLHPOPETIKEC amd OQUTEG TOU KOOUOU.
KateBaivovtag amd to Bouvo adoul £kave £va duvato
KNPUYMO, ouvavinoe €vav Aempo mou eime: «Kiple, av
BéAeLg, umopeic va pe kabaploelg». O Inooug AmMAwaoe To
Xépt Tou KaL Tov ayylEe, Aéyovtag: «OEAw, va KaBaploTteigy
(MatBaiog 8:3). Autl n oknv enavaAnddnke yla
TIEPLOOOTEPA QMO Tpla XpOvia KOTA T OlApKELX TNG
Slakoviag Tou Xplotol otn yn.

AVTOTTOKPLVOUEVOL CUVEXWE OE OUTALOTA TIOU WMOPEL va
poc pavouv dapola, dev Slafacape moté otn BiBAo otL 0
Inoouc cuvavtnoe oTté évav amopo mou {ntolos Bonbela
Kal 8ev katddepe va tov BonbnoeL. Xto Téhog, PAEMOUUE
Tov XpLoTo, OTAUPWHEVO OTO otaupd tou loAyobd, va
neBaivel og aywvia avapeoa os Vo kKAEdtec. Eixe yepata
TO X£PLO TOU WE Ta S1KA Tou tpoBARata aAld, akolyovtag
TO aitnua Tou KAEDTN, EVIwoe HeyAAn cUUITOVLA. AV Kal O
i6log umédepes MOVO Kol TATEivwon, HUMOpEcE  va
ouyXWPNoeL Tov KAEPTn. AuTtog sival o Incolg pag! Mog
Koltate amd PnAd, He TNV €voxr TOOWV OLAPTLWV TIOU
SlampaxOnkav evavtiov Tou Emoupaviou Matépa Mag, Kat
OKOMA KATEPNKE O AUTA TN BPWULIKN ULIKPN WIMAAA oo
TINAO yLa va o€l avAapeoa o€ apapTwAoUG oav 004G Kal
EUEVA, LOVO KAl LOVO eTELdN XpELO{OMAOTAV TO ATEPAVTO
£€\eoG TOU.




SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions in order to measure your own level

of mercy:

1. Do you invite people to your home that cannot return

the favor?

2. Do you set aside some money each week to help the

poor?

3. Is it hard for you to forgive someone who hurt you?

4. Have you talked to an unbeliever this week in a way that
might draw them toward the Lord?

5. Do you feel grateful for all the Lord has done for you?

6. Do you visit the sick at home or in the hospital?

7. Would you give another chance to the person who

robbed you?

8. Are you able to forget the wrongs that people have done

to you?

9. Do you avoid talking to poor people?

10. Have you already received the mercy of God?

CHAPTER 6
JESUS: THE PURE (Matthew 5:8)

PURITY: WHATIS IT?

Many people have a wrong idea about what it means to be
a believer. One such person asked if he was a believer,
answered: "Yes, | am a believer because | don't drink,
smoke, dance or gamble." What mattered to him was a list
of prohibitions, but the law of Christ always emphasized
more what you do and what you are like on the inside than
things you don't do. Your behavior should be and will be a
simple reflection of what exists in your heart. The
importance of personal, inner qualities is shown in the
following common saying:

"Plant thoughts and you will reap your actions.

Plant actions and you will reap your habits.

Plant habits and you will reap your character.

Plant character and you will reap your destiny."

Really, it all starts with thoughts. "For as a man thinks in his
heart, so is he." (Proverbs 23:7). Acts are not the most
important thing. Sure, your actions are important, but the
fact is that "A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks" (Luke 6:45). The
main emphasis of spiritual development must always be
the inner person; that is, the heart.

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." The
coin of purity of which Jesus spoke in Matthew 5:8 has two
sides: morality and sincerity. The word here translated

Twpa, Aoumov, MW¢ VIWOOUE amEVavTL 08 €KEIVOUG TOUG
avBpwmoug mou KAAUTITOVTAL HE TN PpWHLA aUTOU Tou
KOopoU Kal tn Suocwdia tng apaptiag; Nvwpilovtag otL dev
Ba £xouv tinmota va ¢pave aUpLo Kol OTL TOUG TIEPLUEVEL La
poipa xelpotepn amdé tov Bavaro otnv Kpion, 6a
QITAWOOULE TO X£pL Hag va BonBrnooupe; O Inoolg ékave.
Av Béloupe va {nooupe tn Iwn Tou Xplotou, Ba
OMAWGCOULE KL EUELC TO XEPL va BonBricoupe.

NPOZQNIKOZEPAPMOIH

MpEmeL vo. TIPOKAAECOUE TOV €QUTO MO VA PWTHOEL OF
KaBe nepintwon, "TL Ba €kave o Incouc;" Oa cuyxwpoloe
0 Inool¢ autdv Tou Tov MPOcEPAAE 1) Tov KAPPWOE oToV
tolyo; Oa £6lwve GAAN Hla gukalpla 0 QUTOV TIOU TOV
OMETUYXE; Oa ATOV UTTOUOVETIKOG UE TNV apyh Hadnon; Oa
£6lve xeipa BonBeiag yia va BydAeL kamotov amnd to Boupko
NG avopiag; Av EEpeTe TNV AMAVTNON, KAVTE TO KL £0£ic!

JUpdwva pe to edadlo Mapkog 4:24, To va Seiyvoupe
€\€0C ONUALVEL VA TIPOCEXOUE TLG AVAYKEG TWV 0VOpwwv
YUpw pag. O EA£0G TepmATA TAVTO LE OVOLYTA HATLO Kol
evepyel pe tnv mapaplkpry Kpauyr ywo PonBesia. Auto
oupBaivel kaBnueplva os pdg kot Ba o avtiAndBol e av
elpaote avolytol og auTo. AldoTOUpWVOUE SPOOUG LE
Tipoowma 1ou onuadsvovtal and novo, dyxog, dofo Kal
OAlPNn. AwoBavopevol OtTL UTApXeL Katl AdBog mou
Xpelaletal Tmpoooxn, €Exouue OUO  EMIAOYEC:  va
mapopeivoupe adlddopol 0 QUTOV TIOU UTODEPEL N va
TIANCLAcOUUE yla va BonBricoupe. Exoupe otov Inool éva
TEAELO IPOTUTIO yLa EAEOC YLOTL TA TavTa ot {wr) Tou ATav
pLa avtavakAaon tou Natépa tou. Htav o Incoug nou eimne:
«Na elote eAenpwy, 6nwe o MaATEPAS 0OG OTOUG OUPAVOUG
elvat eAenuwv» (Aoukdg 6:36).

Mropel pepIkEG PopeG va BEAOUUE va SIKALOAOYCOUUE
™V apéleld pag Aéyovtag oOTov €qUTO pag OTL Oev
yvwpiloupe to dtopo. Xto Aoukadg 10:25-35, o Incouc pag
SL6A0KEL Yyl QUTAV TNV TPOOXESLAOUEVN  TAKTIKN
anopovwong. Eivat n wotopla tou «KoahoU Zapapeitn».
Mapatnpnote oOtt 6vo ERpaiot (kat ot &vo nArtav
Bpnokeuopevol tumol) mryav otov i6lo Spopo pe Ttov
Tpavpatio aAAG okomLpa TEpacay amno TNV AAAn mAsupa.
Elxav tnv eukalpio va otopatioouv kat va Bonbicouv,
oA Sev To £kavav. lowg ATav oL €yvoleg tng Lwng, o opog
pLoc mayidag, n kovpaon HETA oamd pa pépa SoUAsld i
lowg amia n adladopia. Omola kat av ntav n dikatoloyia,
TO OTOTEAECHA ATAV OKOMA «Kopia evépyela». O Kahdg
Japapeltng, OpwE, fTtav évag moAudoxolog avBpwrog, oto
SpOUO Yl va EKTTANPWOEL EUBUVEC KAl UTIOXPEWOELG, AANG
Ta €BaAe OAa Ot QVOUOVH ylO VO OTOUATACEL KAl va
BonBroeL évav avBpwmo mou eixe avaykn. MNpémetl va
€XOUE TA HATLO LLOG AVOLYXTA OE TETOLEG eUKaLpies. Otav o
Japapeitng elde Tov avBpwro, mAnolaoe, B€hovtag va bl




"pure" is the Greek word katharos, which is defined as
pure, clean, unsoiled, uncontaminated, sincere, upright,
and void of evil. Jesus said in Matthew 15:19, that " ... out
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are
the things which defile a man."

Impurity is to look at a woman with illicit desires (Matthew
5:28) while purity is just the opposite.

Purity involves sincerity of motives. Even the word
"sincere" comes from Latin words meaning "without wax".
This refers to the ancient custom of hiding the flaws in a
work of art with wax, trying to deceive the buyer. A good
piece was without wax; that is, sincere, meaning that it was
100% or without contamination. Like pure honey or pure
milk, what is in the bottle is what is written on the label.
Jesus responded to the hypocrites so much because they
were "like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear
beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones
and all uncleanness." and "outwardly appear righteous to
men, but inside [were] are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness" (Matthew 23:27). "The Lord does not see as
man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart." (1 Samuel 16:7). It is not
height, muscular strength, talent, charisma nor clothes that
define a man. It is the heart. May we be pure in heart.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF PURITY

The perfect and pure life of Christ was living proof that we
can also be pure. He lived in the flesh but did not give
himself to the impure desires of the flesh. He never sinned.
He never looked at a woman with impure intentions. He
never acted falsely.

Of those who followed him, none ever questioned his
conduct. His enemies accused him of blasphemy because
he claimed that he and the Father were one. His enemies
were always trying to catch him in some contradiction but
they never did. Not once! He had a life of suffering and
temptation but he never failed. He could say: "l am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness"(John 8:12). He asked: "Who among you accuses
me of sin?" (John 8:46) and the answer was only silence.
When one of his chosen Apostles took money to betray
Jesus, the only useful information he could offer to Jesus’
enemies was the place he would go to pray. Jesus was
exactly what he appeared to be and what he professed to
be.

Christ had no ulterior or selfish motives. He did not use
flattery to win over followers or facilitate his mission. His
sincerity cost him dearly but to the Pharisees he spoke the

NV avaykn avti va B€Ael va kpudtel and autnv. Kal oe
EUAG TOPOUCLATOVTAL TIAVTO TETOLEG EUKALPLEG. AUTO ToOU
poc whel va Spdcoupe dev eival n ekmaibeuaon, To TaAévto,
N KOWWVLKA TAEN 1 oL olkovoulkol pog mopol. Eivat pia
KapSOLA yepdtn €Ae0g.

O Zapapeitng npbe otov tpavpatia xwpig popo kal xwplig
vtporr. Autol mou Tpémnel va viwBouv $oBo kat vipomn
elvat oautol mou PAEmouv aMAa Sev otopatolv va
BonBroouv. H ekkAnoia dev eival éva povootrpl oTo onolo
delyoupe amod TIC OKANPEC TPAYUATIKOTNTEC TNG (WNG.
AvtiBétwe, eipaote éva ocwpa Spaong. O Tapapeitng dev
¢doBotav to aipa. AmAwoe 10 PAPHAKO KoL AyylEe TIG
mAnyéGg. O xplotlavog dev pmopel va ¢dofdtat to aiua.
Mepikol avBpwrol, avtipeTwrilovtag £vo ATOUO TIoU €XEL
ovaykn, pwtouv, "Tt Ba AdPw oe avidAAaypa ylwa tn
BonBela;" ANoL Aéve, «Aev umapxel eAntida, Ba £xava Tov
XpOvo Hou». O glefuwv, Opwe, cuveyilel va Bonba. H
dUAn, To xpwua Tou Sépuatog i n Bpnokeia Sev £xouv
onuaoia. O kalog Tapapeitng dev ntnos AOM, dnAwon
dopoloyiag elcodnpotog, tela mMpooovta n SmMAwpa
odnynong ywa va anodaociosl av Ba otapatiost Kat Oa
BonBnoeL n oxL.

TL Ba kavate av Katepaivate and évav KEVIPLKO SpOUo Kol
BAEmate £vav Bapld TPAUUATIOUEVO AvOpWTo otn Wia n
wpa 1o MPwi; To va Seiyvelg €Aeocg UEPLKEG POPEC EVEXEL
KlvbUvoug. OL ANOTEG, KPUUUEVOL TIOW OO TOV EMOLEVO
OYKOALBo, Ba umopoucav va emiteBolv G QUTOV TOV
Japoapeltn, oAAd TO €A€0C KAl N CUUMOVIO TOU NTav
peyoaAUTtepa amd Toug KwvdUvous. MNMoco peyalltepo oy
TO £A€0C KAL N CUTTOVLA TOU INooU OTav MIYE O QUTOV TOV
OKANPO, EMALOYUVTO OTAUPO YL VA HAG CWOEL Omd TLG
HOLPAlEG TIVEULATIKEG LOG TIANYEC;

Yrapyel pla apyaio mapddoon OTL pLa yuvaika ovapeco
oto mAnBog, ehewvtag tov Inoolu kabwg Padile tnv
oduvnpry 060 TOUu oOTAUPOU, TNPE HLA TIETOETA KOl
OTEYVWOE TO TMPOOWNO Tou. H xelpovouia ekeivng tng
yuvaikag dev tedeiwos ta Baoava tou, aAAd o Xplotodg
ouyKwvROnke TG00 TOAU TIOU AdNOE TO AMOTUTIWUA TOU
TIPOCWITOU TOU EVTUTIWUEVO O€ EKElVN TNV MIETOETO. AUTH N
Lotopla sival amAwg évag BpvAog, al\d sivatl aAfBeta otL
omotadnmote Kahoolvn ) TPAEN euoTTAaVioC KAVOUE yLa
Toug GAMoug, efattiag tou Kuplou, adrvel pa povipn
EVIUTIWON OTIS PUXEG HAG Kal ouXVA OTLG PUXEC ekelvwv
niou BonBnoape. OAol yvwpiloupe OTL, AVILLETWTIOL UE TNV
TEPAOTIA SuoTUXlO KoL T AVAYKEC TwV avBpwnwv, ot
nopol mou €xoupe va dwooupe Sev daivovtal Timota.
MepLKEG POPEG TO LOVO TIOU UIMOPOULE VO TIPOOHEPOUE
elvat pa prakn A€€n kat pia xewpovopia eAéouc. Nolog amno
EUAG Ba TOAHOUGCE va To apvnBel akoua Kol auTo;




truth, even when they didn’t like it. To Pilate, who had the
power to kill him or set him free, he confessed that he was
king and had all authority. He did attract attention, but his
reason for helping people was because he felt compassion
for them. The Pharisees would give the poor man a coin but
only after they had tooted their own horn to call everyone's
attention. Jesus healed the sick and raised the dead and
instructed them to not tell anybody. What a difference!
Jesus gave us the perfect example of sincerity, purity,
holiness and humility. "Create in me a pure heart, Oh God!"
(Psalm 51:10). And may we add: "May the life of Christ be
my life, too!"

PERSONAL APPLICATION

This teaching of Jesus tells us that we must have pure
motives for all we do. If we do something good but in our
hearts we do it because we want the praise of men, we will
be like the Pharisees of Jesus' time. They gave alms to the
poor, prayed long prayers and even fasted but did all that
to be seen by people. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13 about
those who sold their possessions to give to the poor and
even gave up their bodies to be burned but for the lack of
the correct motive (love), it was worth nothing. Let's be
careful to do good works, but motivated by love for God
and for others.

We should also remember that, as Christians, we are the
light of the world. The only chance the world has to climb
out of the moral gutter in which it lives is for Christians
show a more excellent way. If there is no difference
between the world and us, then it means we are a part of
the world. If we read the same books and magazines, see
the same movies, wear the same clothes, tell the same
jokes and participate in the same amusements as the
people who walk in darkness, we are not being pure in the
eyes of God.

A good rule of thumb that always helps us make good
decisions is to ask: "What would Jesus do in my place?"
There is a similar question we can ask to help us stay pure
in heart: "Would | be ashamed for Jesus to know my acts,
thoughts and motives?" Of course, Jesus does already know
our thoughts and motives. We just need to remember that
he does and we need to desire to please him. "There is no
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account"
(Heb 4:13). Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God.

The main thing that keeps us from having a pure heart is
sin, specifically, hidden sin (Psalm 32:3). We must honestly
face up to and eliminate sin from our lives. So many people,
afraid of the reaction of others, refuse to admit that there

To guayy£Alo Tou Aoukd AéeL OTL evw 0 XpLoTog Bplokotay
otov KNAmo tng FeBonuavn, Bublopévog otnv aywvia oe
onueio va WOpwWoel KATL OOV OTOYOVEC QUUATOC, «EVAC
AyyeAog Tou epdavioTnke amo ToV oupavo, IOPNYoPWVTAS
Tov» (Aoukadg 22:43). Autog o dyyelog Sev aAAae tn poipa
N tov Bavatd tou, oute aMae tnv amodacn Tou va
npoxwpnoel. H amo¢paoloTikotNTA Tou vo eEBAVEL oToV
oTaupPO yla va UTTOPECEL va adalpECEL TIG AUOPTIEG HOG
ouvexilotnke Kal EBave pe Tpouepo Bavaro. MAmwe autn
n mapnyopld Kal n evouvapwon amod Tov AayyeAo nrav
XQUEVOG XpOVOG; ‘Htav patalo mou o Inooug méBave oto
oTaUPO yLa va Sel€el To €A TOU yLO Lo Ao pTwA GUAR;
Quoka kat oxu! Moté Sev eival parato otav Seixvoupe
€\eog yla évav maoyovta, Amnopo, poBLopévo n XapEVo
avbpwro.

KaBopouv oto aibplo vwpic £va mpwi oto omitt evog dilou
oe pla Alpvn oto Kevrakl. KaBwg amoAdppava ekeivn tn
oTlyun, okédtnka péco pou: "OAa autd eival tooo
opopda: o aépag eival ppeokoc ko kabapac. H Alpvn sivat
oKOpa oav KaBpEPTng, oL XYoL Twv TIOUALWY gival oav pLa
oupdwvia, ta Sévtpa eival mpAcva Kol Katampaclva,
OKOUA KOL TO POUCTIK OTtitL Le Ta AouAoUSLa puTepéva Ot
KABe ywvid, to aibplo - eival OAa dpopda Kal euxapLoTa.
AkOpO Kal n KouvloTr moAuBpova otnv omola KdBopal
elval avetn. Tt mPovoulo va Umopw va UAAW HE TOV
Anuloupyod pou péca otnv KapSLd Kot To LUaAO pou. OAn
n {wn givat KaAn».

TOTE AUTO TO LKPO APPWOTO OKUAAKL TTOU HOLAZEL E KOG
€PXETOL KOLL OTEKETOL UITPOOTA HoU. "Z€pw TLBEAEL - oTOPY).
@€AeL va tov Xaibéouv, va tov ayyilouv. OEAeL TTOAU va
KaBetal otnv aykaAld pou, aMda eilvat 13 ypovwv,
avannpog, TupAog kat kKoudog, appwotog Kal pupilel cav
Tov Bdvato. MupileL oav autoktovia - kat Sev BEAW va pe
ayyi€el. Oute Kav va tpliPw oto mddL tou avtehoviol pou.
Kat olyoupa 6ev B£Aw va tov ayyifw. Mupilel." Auto to
HIKPO NAWKIWHEVO KoutdfL Tou  Bpwpolos  Atav
outoktovia mou Tepipeve va EamAwoel otn pEcn Tou
Spouou.

O Inooug volaletal yio tn Solodovia avBpwnwv oto
Spduo. Oyt rmoooou L, TAOKWUEVA otov
QUTOKLVNTOSPOWO HE Evav KUKAO KOPAKAEEC yUpw TOU va
oKkGBouv oTn yLopPTH UMPooTd Touc. OUTE Kav to eAddL mou
Ba pmopouoe va Atav otnv KataPuln oag, KOPPEVO Kot
TUALYLEVO O€ XOPTL KEPLOU yLa LEANOVTIKA yeLpaTa, av Sgv
elye ¢raoel mpwrta oe autdv €va autokivnto. O KOOUOC
elval yeHATOC NAWKLWHEVOUG, GPPWOTOUG, HOVOXLKOUC,
€0LOMEVOUC, XWPLOUEVOUG, KOTATILECHEVOUC, AUOPTWAOUC,
Bpwuikoug avBpwIouUg Kal UTopel vaol oKePTOUUE - UNV HE
ayyilete. Asv BEAW va 0€ KPATAOW OTNV aYKaALd pou. Eivat
odkol Bavartol - L.oonedwpévol oto Spopo TG {wNng, aAd




is sin in their hearts, so they spend their lives struggling and
pretending to appear to be something they are not. We
appreciate pure water, pure milk or pure honey. They are
100% what they appear to be and are claimed to be. The
same is true of a pure heart. Possibly, we have come to
grips with a God who searches our hearts and knows just
what is inside, but what makes us so afraid to be perfectly
transparent to those around us? Is it fear that, if others
really knew us as we are, they would mock, scorn, despise
and reject us? Those are the same fears that produced the
pharisaical, hypocritical hearts of Jesus' day. Don't you
sometimes long to be so clean inside that you would not be
ashamed for any and all to know you as you really are?
What a relief that would be! "Create in me a pure heart, oh
God. Let me be like you in all my ways." (Psalm 51:10)

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions in order to measure your own level
of purity:

1. What do you think of a person who has a pure heart?

2. Would you be ashamed for your friends to know your
thoughts?

3. Are you walking in the light of God?

4. Would you be ashamed for the brethren to know the
books you read or the films you watch?

5. Do you enjoy indecent or suggestive jokes?

6. Do you consider yourself to be a sincere person?

7. Can you say that you hate evil?

8. Do you lie to people in order to not offend them?

9. Do you think it is right to dress sensually so people are
attracted to your body?

10. Do you do good deeds in order to be seen by others?

CHAPTER 7
JESUS: THE PEACEMAKER (Matthew 5:9)

PEACEMAKER: WHAT IS IT?

For many years a large silver star adorned the top of the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. One day, back in the
1800’s, the Roman Catholic Church, which shared a part of
the building with a Greek Orthodox Church, decided to take
down the silver star and replace it with their own star. But
the Greek Orthodox Church refused to let them. The Greek
Orthodox Church was supported by Russia and France
supported the Roman Catholic Church, but it was Turkey
who actually ruled over Palestine at that time. When
Turkey sided with the Roman Catholic Church, Russia
declared war on Turkey. Immediately France and England
allied themselves with Turkey and fought what history calls
the Crimean War. It lasted over three years, from 1853 to
1856. At the end of that war the star came down.

0 HUG TIou ovopaloupe kopSld ouveyilel va xTumd. Exet
onuaoia y!' Autov otav ol avBpwrol Ave yla Ulvo T
VUXTQ L€ OTOMAXLA VO YPUAL{OUV armo TV Telva Ko Pe XEiAn
mou elval oteyva kot fepapéva amd tn Sida. otav ol
avBpwrmol KoloUVTaL KATW omd TG YEDUPEG Kol
TIAPAUEVOUV OTO eEWTEPLKO TOU OTULTLOU KaL TNE KoWwviag.

‘ExeL onuacia yla tov Inoou mote oL avBpwrol eivat povol,

otav ¢ptwyol, PpwiLkol {NTLAVOL €pXOVTAL OTH CUVEAEUAN,
otav odLd £xouv PUXLKEG SLOTAPAXES KOL TTOTE, oL £dn ol
TIOU odnyouvtal amd OpPHOVEG £Xouv UmepSEPEL TOAL.
Mmopel va elvat n Mapia n MaySdaAnvn 1 o Aempog | o
Zaxxaiog o TEAWVNG i n yuvaika pe alpoppayia aipotog n
0 TpeAdG Twv MNdapnvwyv. Autd dev adopd povo tov Incou.
Elvat yla ecéva kat gpéva. Agv xawdea autov Tov oKUAO,
oA\G o Oed¢ PBonbBnoe pe av apvnbw va MApw otV
OYKOQALQ HOU TOUG avBpwrmoug MoU OKOTWVOUV To SpOpo
KOL VO TOUG oupmepldEpopal pe Kaloolvn Kot aydrmn. O
Inoouc pog KoAel va oMAWCOUE TO XEPL yla va ayyifoupe
TOUG AlyOTEPOUC, TOUG XAUEVOUG KOl TOUG LOVAXLKOUG.

Mapte tnv anodoon twpa Ot Ba otopatnoete Kot Ba
BonBrioete TOUC AMOPOUCG, TOUC E£EVOUG,  TOUG
anoppldOEvVTEC Kal Toug povaytkoug. OtL Ba Saveloteic ot
ouToOV ou Sev pmnopei va og EeMAnpwosl, Ba cuyXwWPNOoELC
QUTOV Ttou o€ TipocEPale, Ba Swaoelg AN pLa eukalpla o
OlUTOV TTOU aTETUXE, Ba depBeic pe kKahoolvn Kol ayann
OTOV MOPACUPUEVO, adUvapo, adpaveg, apyo adepdo. otL
b6ev Ba ouvtpiete toug nTTNUéEVOUC Kal adaeigc. Mnv
kapdwvete otov toixo tov adeAdo mou umékupe otov
TIELPAOMO. OTL Ba KAVETE KATL ylo va avakoudioste ta
Bacova TwV 0OTEYWV KAl TV EYKATOAEAEUUEVWY Kot Ba
Kowtaéete kGBe AavBpwmo cav va Atav o Incou¢ Tou
xpeltaletal tn Bonbeld oag.

AYTOEZETAZH:

ATLOVTHOTE OE QUTEC TG EPWTIOELC VLA VA LETPHOETE TO

SKo oag eminedo eAéouc:

1. Npookaleite avOpwMoU¢ 0To OTiTL oaG Tou Sev pumopouv

VO 00G aVTAmodwaoouy Th Xapn;

2. Adlepwvete kamola xpnuata kabe epdoudda ya va

BonBnoete Toug dTtwyoUC;

3. Elvol SUokoAo yla €0AG VoL CUYXWPHOETE KATTOLOV TIOU

00.C TANYWOE;

4. ‘Exete YAAOEL PE €vav AmLoto auth tnv epdopado pe
TPOMo Tou Ba pmopouce va tov TPAPnel mpog Tov
Kuplo;

5. AloBdveote euyVWHWVY yla OAa 6oa £xeL Kavel o KUplog

yla €04;

6. ETILOKETITEOTE TOV APPWOTO OTO OTILTL I) OTO VOCOKOUELD;

7.0a Slvate GAAN pLa eUKALPLO OE AUTOV TIOU 00G ANoTEE;

8. Elote oe Béon va &exdoete Ta oTPAPA MOU oA EXOUV

KAveL oL avBpwroy;




Isn’t it ironic that in the very place of the birth of the Prince
of Peace there has almost always been conflict and war?
When TV cameras take us to Bethlehem almost any
Christmas season, we will see armed soldiers watching over
the crowds that gather to worship the Prince of Peace.

It is estimated that in all the history of humanity less than
eight percent of recorded history can be described as times
of peace. In the last 32 centuries there have been fewer
than 300 years of peace. Historians tell us that within the
last 300 years there have been 286 wars in Europe alone.

In the 20th century, the iron curtain fell in Eastern Europe.
For many years, they had lived in apparent peace among
themselves. However, now freed from the rule of the
Soviets who dominated them, various ethnic groups
returned to the old bitterness and hatred and the mutual
killing began anew. The truth is that human beings, on our
own, do not get along well with each other. Our courts are
full of those who cannot get along, so they go to court to
find someone to resolve the differences between them. We
fight and we bicker. We criticize each other. We tear each
other down. On our own, we have difficulty living in
harmony and peace with one another.

Epictetus, a philosopher of the first century, wrote in
reference to the Pax Romana - the Roman peace that
existed in the civilized world at the time and about which
the Caesar boasted - “While the emperor may give peace
from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from
passion, grief and envy. He cannot give peace of heart, for
which man yearns more than even for outward peace.”

To most people, peace is simply "the absence of strife." If
there are no wars, we say the world is at peace; or if we
aren’t fighting with our neighbors, we have neighborhood
peace. But peace in the scriptures is far more than that. In
the O.T., peace is shalom which means "wholeness,
completeness, harmony of life." In the N.T. the Greek word
for peace is eirene meaning "inner well-being." Putting
them all together, peace can be defined as "inner calm,
even in the midst of outward turmoil or calamity." To enjoy
peace is to be in harmony with God, self and others.

It is important to know that peace in the Bible carries the
idea of reconciliation. It is not just declaring a cease-fire but
a uniting of the armies. It isn't just not fighting in front of
the kids but starting to love one another. It isn't just closing
the doors to shut out the noise on the street but finding an
inner tranquility in your spirit that remains though
surrounded by turmoil. True peace comes when friendship
is re-established between you and God, others and your
own self.

9. AnodeUyeTe va HIAATE e dTwyoUC avBpwIoug;
10. Exete ndn AdPeL to £Aeog Tou OcoL);

KEDAAAIO 6
IHZOYZ: O ATNOZ (Matfaiog 5:8)

ATNOTHTA: Tl EINAI;

MoA\ol avBpwrmol €xouv AavBaopévn Wéa yla tOo TL
onpaivel va eioat motog. Eva TETOlo GTOMO pWINCE av
Atav Totog, andvinoe: «Nat, eipat motég ylatt dev mivw,
Sev kamnvilw, dev YopeUw n dev mailw otoiynua». Auto mou
elye onuacia y!' autov Atav  évag  KATtAAoyog
anayopeVoswyv, aAAd 0 VOHOG Tou XpLoTtoU TOVI(e mavta
TIEPLOCOTEPO AUTO TIOU KAVELG KOl TWG £(00L ECWTEPIKA
mapa mpaypata mou 6ev Kavel,. H ocuumepipopd oag
Tip€neL va eivat Kat Ba gival pa amAn avtavakhacn autou
TIOU UTdpxel otnv kapdld oag. H onuacia twv
TIPOCWTILKWY, E0WTEPLKWY SlotNTwv  dalvetal otnv
akoAouBn kowvn pron:

«DUtePe okEPelg kat Ba Beploelg TIg Mpagelg cou.
QutéPte Spaocelg kal Ba Beploete T ouvrnBelEg oag.
QOutéPte ocuvnBeleg kal Ba BeploeTe Tov XapaKTAPA 0AG.
QOutee xapaktipa kot Ba Beploelg tn pLoipa cou».
Mpayuatikd, OAa fekwvolv amod oképelg. «lati, onwg
oKEPTETAL O AvOpwWIOG otV Kapdld Tou, £TOL elvaly.
(Mapouuieg 23:7). OL mpdaelg dev €lval TO O GNUAVILKO
TPAYUQA. Zlyoupa, Ol EVEPYELEC OOC EIVOL ONUOVTIKEG, OAAG
TO yeyovog eival ot «O KaAOG AvBpwmnog and tov KaAo
Bnoaupo tng Kapdldg tou Pydlel To KOAG: KAl O KAKOG
avBpwmog amno Tov Kako Bnoaupo tng kapdlag Tou Pyalet
TO KOKO. ALOTL amo tnv adBovia n kapdid LAAEL TO OTOUA
Tou» (Aoukag 6:45). H kUpla €udaon NG TVEUUATIKAG
QVATTUENG TIPETIEL TAVTA VA €lval TO €0WTEPLKO ATOO.
SnAadn n kapdia.

Makaptot ot kaBapoi otnv Kapdid ylatl autol Ba Souv Tov
©ed." To voulopa TNG ayvotntag ylo to omoio pilnoe o
Inoouc oto Katd MatBaiov 5:8 £xeL 600 OPelc: nBIKA Kal
el\kpivela. H Aé€n edw petadpaocpévn "kabapog" sival n
eMnvikn Aé€n kabBapog, n omoia opiletal wg ayvog,
KaBapdg, apoOAUVTOC, auOAUVTOG, eAKpLVAC, gubucg Kot
Xwplg kokd. O Inoouc eine oto Katd MatBaiov 15:19, otL
«... OO TNV KOpSLA Pyaivouv KOKEG OKEWELS, ¢ovol,
polxeloel,  Topveleg,  KAOTEG, Pevdopaptupleg,
BAaodnuieg. Autd elval Ta MPAYUATO TTOU LOAUVOUV EVay
avBpwrmo».

AkaBapoia eival va Kotag pla yuvaiko Ue TapAVOUES
ermbupieg (MatBaiog 5:28) evw n ayvotnta ival akplpwg
1o avtibeTo.




There is only true peace when love takes the place of
hatred. The peacemaker is the one who works to replace
hatred and strife with love and unity.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF A PEACEMAKER

The daily headlines of almost any newspaper tell about
wars, crime, violence and hatred. In the midst of such
confusion and strife, can it be that there is a place of quiet
rest, peace and tranquility, safety, a true paradise here on
earth? Such a place does indeed exist and, better still, is
accessible to all. This place is in Christ and the one who
created this peace is Jesus himself. In fact, Jesus is our
peace. Into this squabbling, war-torn world, God sent His
personal, visible representative of "peace on earth, good
will toward men."

Isaiah prophesied about Jesus: "For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace there will be
no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To
order it and establish it with judgment and justice From
that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6, 7)

This helps us understand God's grand plan to establish
peace among men here on earth. God's plan was called a
"Mystery" and "God's Eternal Purpose". It is to do nothing
less than unite all kinds of people in a kingdom of peace,
love and righteousness through Jesus Christ the King. Isaiah
11:1-10 described this kingdom 650 years before it was
established. He used symbolic terms: "... The wolf also shall
dwell with the lamb... the cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together... They shall not
hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea. "Those who by nature would once kill and devour
each other are transformed into harmless, loving beings.
Can you see how true peace only is possible when people
come to know the Lord? This is where "Jesus, the Prince of
Peace" comes in. This is why it is so essential for us to know
Christ and his life.

Ephesians 2:11-16 shows how Jesus is the great
peacemaker. Read this passage and see how he destroyed
the enmity that separated Jews and Gentiles in one body.
Jesus' effect on these natural enemies was fantastic. People
of different cultures, languages, races, religions, customs,
etc., who had centuries of history full of war after war -
Jesus caused them to become beloved brothers. The
instrument he used to make peace was the cross of Calvary.

H ayvotnta mepAapBavel TNV AKPLVELD TWV KWVATPWV.
AkOUn Kot N A€En «EWNKPLYAG» TIPOEPXETAL QMO TLG
Aatwikég Aggelg Tou  onuaivel «xwplg Kepl». Auto
avadpEpetal oto apyaio £68uo va kpUBouV Ta EAATTWHATA
oc éva €pyo TEXVNG He Kepl, mpoomabwvtog va
e€amatioouv Tov ayopaotr. Eva KoAOTO KOUUATL ATav
Xwpig kepl? dnAadn el ikpveég, SnAadn ntav 100% 1 xwplig
poAuvon. Onwg to ayvo PéAL 1 To ayvo yaia, auto Tou
UTLAPXEL OTO UIMOUKAAL Elval auTod TIou avaypadetal otny
ETKETA. O INOOUC amaAvtnoe TO00 MOAU OTOUG UTIOKPLTEG
emeldn nAtav «oav aocBeotwpévol TAPoug TIOU OVIWG
daivovral opopdol e€wteplkd, ala péoa gival yepdtol
00TA VeKPpWV Kol kaBe akabBapoio». Kol «EEWTEPLKA
daivovrat dikalol otoug avBpwroug, aA\d péoa [ATav]
YeUAToL umokplota kot avouio» (MatBaiog 23:27). «O
KOplog bev BAfmel omwg PBAEénel o avBpwmog: ylati o
avBpwrmog kowralel tnv £fwteplkr gudadavion, ald o
KUplog kottalel tnv kapdia». (1 TapounA 16:7). Aev eival
o UYog, n HUikn Suvapun, To TaAévto, To XAplopa 1 Ta
poUxa mou kaBopilouv £vav avipa. Elval n kapdid. Ag
elpaote kaBapol otnv KapdLa.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA ATNOTHTAZ MAZ

H téAela kal ayvh {wn Tou Xplotou ftav {wvtovnh anodelén
OTL UmopoU e va eipooTe Kal epeic ayvol. E{noe otn odpKa
oAa Sev mapaddbnke ot akaBapteg emBupiec TG
odpkac. Aev apdptnoe moté. Moté dev Koltage pLo yuvaiko
HE akABapteg MPoBEoelg. Asv £Kave TIOTE PeUTIKA.

Amd oautolg¢ Tou Tov akoAoUBnoav, kavévag O&gv
apdLopntnoe noté t cupneplpopd tou. OLexBpol Ttou Tov
Katnyopnoav yla BAacdnuio emeldn Loxuplotnke OTL AUTOC
kat o Matépag Nntav éva. OL egxBpol Tou mavra
npoomnaBoloay va ToV LACoUV O€ Kamola avtidpaon, aAAd
Sev 1o €kavayv ToTé. OxL pia popad! Eixe pa lwn pe Bacava
Kol Ttelpaopol al\d Sev amétuye MOTE. Oa UMopoUoE va
niet: «Eyw eipal to dpwg tou kdopou. Omolog pe akoAouBel
Sev Ba mepnatoet oto okotddy (lwavvng 8:12). Pwtnoe:
«Molog amd €0dg pe katnyopel yla apoptia;» (lwdvvng
8:46) kaL n anavtnon nTav povo owwmn. Otav évag amno
TOUG eKAeKTOUC TOU AMOOTOAOUG TINPE XPNUaTA ylo va
npodwoel tov Inool, n povn xpnolun mAnpodopia mou
propoloe va mpood£peL oToug exOpouc Tou Incol ATav to
pépog mou Ba mAyawe va mpooeuxnBel. O Incolg ntav
OKPLRWE aUTO Ttou datvdTayv Kal auTo Tou opoloyolos 4Tl
ATav.

O Xplotog Sev elxe amwtepa N eywLOTIKA Kivntpa. Agv
XpNoLlomolovuoe TV Kohakeia yla va kepdioel onadoug n
va SleukoAUVEL TNV amooTtoAn tou. H ellikpiveld tou tou
Kootoe akpPd, aAd otoug Daploaioug EAeye TNV
oAnBeLa, akopa kL étav Sev Toug dpeoe. 2tov MAdTo, mou
elxe ™ SUvVOUN va Tov OKOTWOEL N va Tov eAeUBepWOEL,




The vision is of Jesus walking through the desert. In front of
him all is dead and brown. But on he walks and wherever
he passes, he leaves love, peace and harmony. The desert
comes to life and is transformed into a beautiful, lush
garden: birds singing, flowers blooming, water running,
green pastures. In reality, that's exactly what Jesus did, but
in spiritual terms.

Jesus embraced the worst sinner, touched the vilest leper,
purified the most despicable prostitute, took all types of
people and joined them together into one beautiful family
of God. He paid a high price but saw his mission as a
peacemaker as a priority in his life.

PERSONAL APPLICATION

The job of a peacemaker is to reconcile men to God, with
other human beings and with their own selves. When Jesus
spoke these words, the world was divided. One race hated
other races, one nation hated other nations, and people of
one religion hated other religions. An example of this is the
feelings between Jews and Gentiles. The Jewish man
thanked God for not being a Gentile, a slave or a woman.
He despised the half-breed Samaritans, even to the point
of walking many miles out of his way to avoid contact.

Today, it is the white and the black, rich and poor, learned
and illiterate, north and south, socialist and capitalist,
liberal and conservative, Islamic and Jewish. Human nature
has not changed. Christians must be instruments of peace,
serving God's plan to establish peace between people of all
groups. Sadly, some who call themselves Christians, instead
of making peace, often sow discord and division. We all
should be ashamed of this situation that is so contrary to
the growth of Christ's kingdom. Let us dedicate our lives to
peacemaking. That way we will be the children of God.

The night he was betrayed by Judas, when Jesus prayed to
the Father in favor of his disciples, he asked: "that they all
may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that
You sent Me" (John 17:21). Yet today when unbelievers
observe the multitude of different denominations, each
one claiming he is following Jesus, it is no wonder that
many do not care about listening to their message. This sad
situation has even arrived at the absurd extreme in history
of "Christians" killing "Christians". Enough of this! The
peacemaker fights for, defends, and promotes peace and
not division. To Christ's followers was given the job of
creating peace; that is, bringing people into reconciliation
with one another. "Now all things are of God, who has
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their

opoAdynoe OtL Atav Paoclhldg Kol sixe kabe efouoia.
Tpdapnée tnv mpoooxn, aAd o Adyog tou yla va Bonbroel
TouG avBpwmoug ATav emeldn &viwbe cupmovia yla
autoug. Ou Qaploaiol €8wvav otov pTwyd €va VOULOMA,
oAAQ povo adol eixav kKOPEeL To SIKO TOUC KEPATO yLa va
tpapnéouv tnv npoooyn 6Awv. O Incoug Bepdmneuoes Toug
OPPWOTOUC KOl QVECTNOE TOUG VEKPOUG Kal Toug £6woe
€VTOAN va pnv to mouv o€ kavévay. Tt Stadopa! O Incoulg
poG £6woe to TéAelo apAdelypa ENKPLVELAG, ayvOTNTOG,
OyLOTNTOC KAL TATIELVOTNTOC. "ANULOUPYNOTE PEGA LOU HLL
koBapn kapdid, w Oe&!" (WaAuodg 51:10). Kat va
npooBécoupe: «H {wn Tou XpLotou va givat kat n {wn pou!

NPOZQNIKH AITHZH

Autr n SlbaokaAla tou Inool pag Aésl OTL TIPEMEL va
€YOUHE ayva KivnTpa yla O,TL KAVOUUE. AV KAVOULE KATL
KOAG oAAQ oTtnv KapdLld pag To KAvoupe emeldn B€loupe
Tov £mawo twv avBpwnwv, Ba elpacte ocav TOuG
Qaploaioug tng emoyng tou Inoou. Edwoav eAenupoolvn
oTou¢ dtwyoUg, TpocsUyovtay MOAUWPA KAl OKOUN Kol
viotevay, aAAd Ta €kavav OAo ouTd yla va ta Souv ol
avBpwrot. O NavAog éypade oto 1 KopwBioug 13 yua
ekelvoug mMou ToUANCAV TA UTIAPXOVTA TOUC ylo VO Ta
Swoouv atoug pTtwyoUG Kat LAAloTa MapESwaoay To cwia
TOUG Yyl va KaoUv, aAAd Aoyw tng €EAAeldng Tou cwotou
Kwntpou (ayamng), dev afile timota. Ag MPOOCEXOUUE VOl
KQVOUUE KOAQ £pya, aAAQ UE KIVNTPO TNV Qydrmn yLo Tov
@€ Kal yla Toug aAAouc.

Mpémnel eniong va Bupopaote 6T, W XpLotlavol, elpaote
T0 dWC TOU KOGMOU. H pdvn gukatpia mou €xeL 0 KOGHOG VaL
ByeL ano 1o nBko Aoukt oto omolo Lt eivat oL Xplotiavol
va Oeifouv évav mio efalpetikd tpomo. Edv Sev umdpyxel
Sladopd HeTafL TOU KOOHUOU Kal EUAC, TOTE Onpaivel OTL
elpaote pépog Tou kKOopou. Av Stafaloupe ta dla BiLBALla
Ko teplodika, PAEmoupe TG (dleg Tawvieg, popdpe ta iSla
poUxa, Aéue ta (6la aoTela Kol CUUUETEXOUUE OTLC 1OLEC
SlaokedA0ELC UE TOUG avBPWIOUG TIOU TIEPTIATOUV OTO
oKOTAdL, Sev lpaoTe ayvol ota patia Tou Ogou.

‘Evag KOAOG EUMELPIKOG KAVOVOC TIoU pag BonBa mavta va

nalpvoupe owoteg anodacslg eivol va pwtapes: "Tu Ba
ékave o Inoolg otn Béon pou;" YmAapyel pa moapopoLa
£PWTNON TIOU UTIOPOUE VO KAVOULE Lo va pag BonBnaoet
va mopapeivoupe kabapol otnv kapdid: "Oa vtpenopouv
Tou 0 INooU¢ yvwplle TIC MPALELS, TIC OKEWPELG KOl T
Kivntpd pou;" Quotkd, o Inoolg yvwpilel 6N Tiq okEPELS
KOl TO Kivntpd pag. AmAwg mpémel va Bupdpacte OtTL TO
KAVEL KO TIPETEL VA ETLOUPOVUE VA TOV EUXOPLOTHOOUE.
«Aev umapyeL kavéva MAAopa kpudd amnod ta patia Tou,
OoAAQ O\ glval yupva Kal avolyta ota patia Ekeivou otov
ormolo mpéemneL va dwooupe Aoyaplacpo» (EBpaioug 4:13).




trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

To be a peacemaker means to evangelize, to tell the good
news of the love of God and the forgiveness of sins through
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The solution for family feuds,
racial strife and civil conflict is the gospel. Two people only
come into fellowship with God when they are in fellowship
with each other. Peace does not come by political party,
economic system, national flag or the United Nations. Jesus
is the One who brings peace (John 14:27). Our job is to
spread the peace that Jesus gives. This is work for us all.

Just like Jesus dedicated his own life to peacemaking, we
should dedicate our lives to bringing peace to the world,
but peace that is true and eternal, men reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ.

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions to measure your own level of

peacemaking:

1. Are you at peace with God?

2. Are you at peace with yourself?

3. Do you live at peace with your neighbor?

4. Do you participate in or promote a religious division -

denomination?

. Have you shared the gospel with someone lately?

6. Do you enjoy seeing people fight?

7. When someone is mad at you do you talk to them to try
to resolve the problem?

8. When you try to help people who are squabbling, do you
mention Christ to them?

9. Do you take the initiative to resolve problems?

10. Have you ever helped someone find the peace that is
available in Christ?

9]

CHAPTER 8
JESUS: THE FAITHFUL (Matthew 5:10)

FAITHFULNESS: WHAT IS IT?

A person's true character is most clearly revealed when
that person is feeling the pressures of life. When everything
is pleasant and easy, free of irritations, insults and injuries,
it isn't very hard to be good and kind, patient and
agreeable. But in the midst of persecution, pain, illness,
criticism and rejection, a man's true colors come to the
surface. It is in these moments that some appear as light in

Makaptot ol kaBapoi otnv Kapdia ylatl autol Ba douv Tov
Q¢o.

To KUplO TPAyHO TIOU pag eumodilel va €xoupe kobBapn
KapdLla eival n apoptia, cuykekpLuEva n Kpudn apaptia
(WaApog 32:3). Npémel AKPLVA VO OVTLUETWITIOOUUE Kol
va e€alelPpoupe TNV apaptia amno tn {wn pog. Téool moAAol
avbpwrol, ¢ofolpevol TNV avtibpaon Twv aAwv,
apvouvtal vo Tapadextolv OTL UTAPXEL OpapTio otnv
KapSLA Toug, €ToL TtEpVOLV TN {wr TouG aywvI{OEVOL Kol
TIPOOTIOLOUMEVOL OTL ¢aivovtal Katt mou O&ev  elval
EKTIHOULE TO ayvo VEPO, TO VO YAaAa 1 To ayvo pEAL. Elval
100% autd mou ¢aivovtal kal Loxupilovrat ot eival. To
i6lo oyvel kal yla pla kaBopn kopdid. Evdexopévweg,
€XOUUE KaTAANEEL o€ Evav Oed TIOU EPEUVA TG KAPSLEG LOG
Kol EEPEL AKPLBWG TL UTIAPXEL LECA LOG, OAAQ TL LOG KAVEL
1000 PofLopévoug va sipaote amoluta dadaveig oToug
YUpw pag; Eivalr ¢poPocg ot av ol @AAol pag yvwpllav
TIPOYHUOTIKA OnMwe eipaote, Ba pag kopoldevav, Ba
neplppovovoav, Ba pog mepippovoloav Kal Ba pog
amnépputtav; Autol gival ot idtot dpoBol mou nuovpynoav
10 daAPLOATKO, UTIOKPLTIKESG KAPSLEC TWV NEPWVY TOU Incou.
Aev Aoytapdg pueplkeg dopég va eloat Tooo kabapog péoa
oou Tou Oev Ba vipemdoouv Kavévag Kol OAoL va o€
yvwploouv Onwg mpaypatikd siocal; Tt avakoUdlon Ba
Atav auto! "Anuloupynote péoa pou pla kabopr Kapdid,
w Ot€. Aot pe va slpal oav ec€va oe OAOUG TOUC TPOTIOUG
pou." (WaAuog 51:10)

AYTOE=ZETAZH:

ATLOVTIOTE O QUTEC TG EPWTIOELG VLA VA LLETPIOETE TO
S0 oag emninedo kabapdTnTac:

1. TuoTEVETE yLA €val ATOUO TIOU €XEL ayvh KapdLd;

2. Oa vtpenocouv oL pidoL cou va pabouv Tig okEPELS oou;
3. Nepnatdre oto dw¢ ToU O0U;

4. Oa vipendoouy va pdbouv ta adépdla ta BLpAia mou
SlaBadelg n tig Tawvieg mou PALMELG;

5. ZaG ap£oouv Ta ampemn 1 ultoBANTIKA aoteia;

6. Oswpeic ToVv €aUTO ooV EAKPLV GvBpwTo?

7. Mopeig va TeLg OTL YLOELG TO KOKO;

8. Afte Yépota oToug avBpwroug yla Vo PNV TOUG
T(POOPAAAETE;

9. MNiotevelg OTL elval cwoTtd vo vtuveoal aobnolakd wote
oL avBpwrtoL va EAKovTaL Ao TO CWHA OOU;

10. Kavelg kohég mpaelc yia va o Souv oL GAAoL;

KEDAAAIO 7
IHZOYZ: O EIPHNEYTHZ (MatBaiog 5:9)

EIPHNEYTHZ: Tl EINAI;
Mo oAAG Xpovia €va PLEYAAO 0ONUEVLO OOTEPL KOOUOUOE
™V Kopudn tou vaol tng Mevvroswg otn BnBAeéu. Mua




the darkness and others just blend into that darkness. It is
in these moments that some give up and others keep going.

If you leave all to follow Jesus, only try to help others and
dedicate yourself wholly to God, but then suffer some great
loss, you may be tempted to think, "What good does it do
to serve God? Is it worth trying to be a good person?" or
“My life was better before | gave it to God." But what is
missing if you succumb to such thoughts? It is simply this:
You lack faith or trust in God and His promises. The truth is
that God never promised us a rose garden. To the contrary,
He only promised that He would always be with us to give
us strength and that, if we remain faithful unto death, we
will receive a reward beyond our wildest dreams. But it
takes faithfulness to receive that reward. The quality we
need to possess in our lives is faithfulness to God, to Christ
and to our own convictions.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you
when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you" (Matthew
5:10). The quality of life seen here, in a person's reacting to
persecution with rejoicing, is faithfulness or faith in the
promises of God.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE OF FAITHFULNESS

Jesus Christ is our best example of faithfulness. Satan threw
his most fiery darts at Jesus. His enemies tried to kill him.
Religious leaders falsely accused him. His own people
rejected him. He could even say that "Foxes have holes and
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay His head." The words of Isaiah 53:1-12 describe his
sufferings: "... There is no beauty that we should desire Him
... He is despised and rejected by men ... He was despised,
and we did not esteem Him ... He has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows ... stricken, smitten by God ... afflicted
... wounded ... bruised ... oppressed ... cut off from the land
of the living ..."

Think about how he was tortured, despised and then nailed
to a cross as you read these words from Isaiah 50:6,7 "I
gave My back to those who struck Me, And My cheeks to
those who plucked out the beard; | did not hide My face
from shame and spitting. For the Lord GOD will help Me;
Surely the Lord GOD will help Me". Can you begin to see
how a person can really get beat up and still trust in God?
Jesus did that. We can also, by God's loving grace, if we
hang on to our faith.

Jesus wasn't weak or defenseless. He had shown signs and
wonders to all so they could see his power. He came to

pépa, miow oto 1800, n PwpalokaBoAiky EkkAnoia, n
omoia potlpalotav éva HEPOC Tou KTpiou e pia EAAnvikn
OpB0obdotn EkkAnoila, oamoddclose va Katefdacel To
OONUEVLO OOTEPL KOLL VAL TO OVTLKOTAOTAOEL LE TO SIKO TNG
aotépL. Opwe n EAAnvikn OpBd6o&n ExkkAnaoia apvnBnke va
Toug oadnosl. H EMnvik OpBo6dofn  ExkkAnoia
umootnpixBnke amnod tn Pwoia kat n FoaAAia utootnpLée tn
PwpatokaBoAkry EkkAnoia, oAAd rtav n Toupkia mou
kuBépvnoe tnv MNoahAatotivn ekelvn tnv emoxn. Otav n
Toupkia TdxOnke oto mAeupod TtNG PwpalokaBoAlkng
ExkAnolag, n Pwola knpufe tov moAepo otnv Toupkia.
Apéowg n FaAAia kat n AyyAla cuppdyxnoay pe tnv Toupkia
KOl TIOAEUNCOV QUTO TIOU N Lotopia amokaAel Kpluaikod
MoAegpo. Alpkeos mAavw oo Tpia xpovia, amo to 1853 £wg
T0 1856. ¥T0 TEAOG OLUTOU TOU TTOAEOU TO AOTEPL EMECE.

Aev gival elpwViKO OTL otov (6lo Tov TOmo yévvnong tou
Mplykuta tng Elprivng umipxav oxedov mdvta cuykpouaoh
Kol TOAspog, Otav oL TNASOMTIKEG KOUEPEC HOAG
petadEpouv otn BnbAeéu oxedov omoladnmote mepiodo
Twv Xplotouyévwwy, Ba SoUpe €VOMAOUG OTPATIWTEG va
napakoAouBoUlv ta TMARON TIOU CUYKEVIpWVOVTAL yla va
Tipookuvnoouv tov Mpiykuta tne Epnvng.

Yroloyiletal OtL oe OAn TNV Lotopia tng avOpwmndtnTog
ALlyOTEPO ATO TO OKTW TOLG €KATO TNG KATAYEYPOUUEVNC
Lotoplag propel va neplypadel we epiodol elprvng. Ztoug
teleutaioug 32 alwveg umnpéav Ayotepa amo 300 xpovia
glpnvne. OL LoTtoptkol pag Aéve otL ta teheutaia 300 xpodvia
£€Youv yivel 286 mOAepOL pOvo otnv Eupwrn.

Tov 200 awwva, TO CLOEPEVIO TIOPATETOOHUA EMECE OTNV
AvatoAwkry Eupwmn. Ma moAA& xpovia, lovoav o€
dawopevik  elprivn  HeTafl  Toug. QOTOCO, TWPA
araA\aypEVEG amtd TNV KupLapxia Twv ZoBLETLKWY TTOU TOUC
Kuplapxovoav, Oladope €BvoTNTEG emMéoTpeav oTNV
TaALd Tikpla kal pioog kat n apotBaio Sododovia apxloe
ek véou. H aAnBela sivat ot ol avBpwrol, povol pag, dev
Ta TTAvE KOAA HETAEY TOuG. Ta SIKaoTnpLa pag sival yepdato
and outolg mou dev pmopouv va cuvevvonBolv, omnodte
Tinyaivouv ota Sikaotrpla yia va Bpouv Kamolov va AUoEL
1§ Stodopeg petafd Toug. MaAWVoUPE Kal HOAWVOUUE.
Emikpivoupe o évag tov aA\ov. Kataotpédpoues o €vag Tov
AaAAov. Moévol pog, Suokoleudpaote va {HOOUUE OPUOVIKA
KOLL ELPNVLKA LETAEY pOC.

O Emiktnrtog, évag ¢pthocodog Tou mpwTtou atwva, Eypae
avadpepopevog otnv Pax Romana - Tn pwHaiki lprvn mou
UTLIPXE OTOV TIOALTIOUEVO KOOUO €KELVN TNV ETOXN KL yla
Vv omnola kavywtav o Kaioapag - «Evw o autokpdtopag
propel va dwoel elprivn amnd moAepo os Enpa kat Balaocoa,
aduvartel va dwoel yaAnvn amnoé nadog, OAWPN kat ¢pBovo.
Aev pmopel va dwoel elprivn kapdldg, yla Tty omoia o
avBpwmo¢ Aoxtapd TEPLOCOTEPO ATO TNV eEWTEPLKN
glpnvn.




suffer in our stead so he offered his back to the stripes of
evil men and his face to the spittle of insults and the fists of
cruelty. The Son of God was not ashamed of humiliation.
We can see in all this how faithfulness is so closely tied to
persecution. Even being the target of torture, he was
determined to fulfill his mission to the very end. In
everything, Jesus continued faithful to the Father and so
the Father said of him "This is My beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased. Hear Him!" (Matthew 17:5)

Arrested and tortured, Jesus did not turn back. Abandoned
by his closest friends, he did not turn back. Is it worthwhile
to surrender ourselves to Christ? The answer is a
resounding “Yes!” We may be weak and frail but Jesus is
faithful to those who want to follow him. The sorrows of
this life do not compare to the future glory that God will
give to those who are faithful to Him.

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Persecution may come to us in various forms nowadays. It
can be violence, social rejection, criticism, ridicule or loss of
property or livelihood. In the primitive church, it was much
more drastic. Many Christians lost all they owned. Hebrews
10:32-34 is very instructive on this subject: "But recall the
former days in which, after you were illuminated, you
endured a great struggle with sufferings: partly while you
were made a spectacle both by reproaches and
tribulations, and partly while you became companions of
those who were so treated; for you had compassion on me
in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your
goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring
possession for yourselves in heaven. Therefore do not cast
away your confidence, which has great reward. For you
have need of endurance, so that after you have done the
will of God, you may receive the promise: ‘For yet a little
while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.
Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back,
My soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those
who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to
the saving of the soul."

They were put in prison. Some would be coated with tar by
Roman soldiers, tied to posts and burned alive to illuminate
the imperial gardens of the Emperor Nero. Some were
thrown into large sacks with poisonous snakes, cast into
lions' dens or torn in two by horses. Thousands died
confessing "Jesus is my Lord!" They were faithful in
persecution.

When you are being persecuted, there are several good

ways to react:

1. Sometimes, it's good to just walk away. Jesus did (Matt.
12:14, 15).

I TOUC TEPLOCOTEPOUG AvVBPWIOUG, N 1pNVN glval amAwg
«n amoucia Slapdaxng». Eav dsv unapyouv moAepol, Aéue
OTL 0 KOOHOG elval og elpnvn. 1 av v TOOKWOOULE LIE TOUC
YelTOVEG pOG, €XOUUE £lprivn OTN Yeltovid. ANAG n glprvn
oTLC YpadEG elval TOAU TteplocOTepo amo auto. Xto OT, n
elpnvn eivat shalom mou onuaivel «oAdtnta, MANPOTNTA,
appovia tng Lwneg». Zto NA n eAAnvikn A&EN yla tnv €Lpnvn
elval eirene TOU oOnNUAlVEL «ECWTEPLK EUNMEPLA».
Balovtog ta OAa pall, n epnivn WTopel va oplotel wg
KEOWTEPLKN npepia, akoun Kol &v HEOW €EWTEPLKNG
ovatapoxng N oupdopdc». To va amolapBavelc lprnvn
onuaivel va eloal oe appovia Ue Tov Od, TOV €QUTO Kal
TOUG GAAOUG.

Elval onupavtiko va yvwpilouvpue otL n lprivn otn BifAo
dépeLtnv 6éa NG cupdAiwong. Aev eivat amAwg n knpuén
KOTATIUONG TOU TIUPOC, aAAG N €Vvwon TWV oTpaTwV. Agv
glvol AImMAWG val NV TOOKWVECTE UTPOOTA OTA TTaLSLA aAG
va opxilete va ayamdte o évag tov aAAov. Aev eivol armAwg
va KAglvelg TIg topTeg yla va amokAsioslg tov B6pufo oto
S6popo, oAAA va BPELG L0l ECWTEPLKNA NPEULO 0TO Ivelpa
OOU TIOU TIOPOMEVEL QV KOl TIEPLTPLYUPLOHMEVN aTto
avatopoaxn. H  oAnbwn  elpvn  €pxetal  otav
amnokataotadei n dphia avapeca og e0A¢ KaL Tov O£, TOUC
AAAOUG KOl TOV EQUTO COC.

Yrdpyxel povo aAnBbwn lprivn Otav n ayamnn maipvel tn
B£0n tou ploouc. O elpNVOTIOLOG Elval UTOC TTou pyaleTal
Yl VOU QVTIKOTAOTAOEL TO MIOOG KAl TN SLapdxn ME ayarn
KalL EvOTNTA.

O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEIFMA MAZX EIPHNEYTH

Ol kaBnuepLvol Tithol oxedov kaBe ednuepidag LAAve yla
TIOAEMOUG, eykAnuata, Bio kot picog. Ev péow TETOLOC
olyxuong Kot Slapdxng, Umopel val UTIAPXEL €va UEPOC
AOUXNG AVATTAUGCNG, ELPNVNG KOL NPEpLag, aodAleLag, vag
oAnBwog mapdadelcog €dw otn yn; Eva TETOO HEPOC
UTLAPXEL TIPAYHLATL KaL, akOpa KaAUTePQ, elval TPooBACLo
og 6A\ouc. AuTOG 0 TOTOG eival oTov XpLoTd Kal AUTOC Tou
SnuLoupyNnos auTh TNV PRV €ival o i8Log o Inoolg. Itnv
TipayHATIKOTNTA, 0 INooUC eival n elprivn pag. & QUTOV ToV
KOO0 TIOU ToaKWONKe armo tov mOAEN0, 0 OedC £0TEINE TOV
TIPOCWTILKO Tou, 0paTO EKMPOCWIO TNG KELPARVNG OTN YN,
KA B£€Anon otoug avBpwrouc».

O Hoaiag mpodrteuoce ywa tov Inool: «Emeldr) oe pog
vewnonke éva Mawdi, oe pag 660nke €vag Yidg Kal n
KuBEpvnon Ba eival otov wuo Tou. Kal to évoud Tou Ba
oVOoUOoTEL Oaupaotog, ZUBoulog, loxupdg Oedg, Alwviog
Matépag, Apxovrag tng Etprivng. H ab&non tg kuBEpvnong
Tou kat n eprvn dev Ba €xet TéAog, otov Bpovo tou AaBid
Kal Mavw oto Paocileld Tou, yla va tov SlaTdgel Kot va




2. It is always appropriate to do good (Acts 5:28, 29, 40-42).

3. Never seek revenge (Romans 12:19).

4. Be positive and do good to your enemies (Romans

12:20).

5. Keep on walking in the path of righteousness, doing
God's will. "Be faithful unto death" (Revelation 3:10).

6. Know that God will reward you (Matthew 5:10-12).

SELF-EXAMINATION:

Answer these questions to measure your own level of

faithfulness:

1. Have you ever been persecuted for being a Christian and
you reacted by complaining and grumbling?

2. Do you refrain from sharing Christ with others because
you are afraid that people will make fun of you?

3. Do you pray for your enemies?

4. Are you seen by others as a positive or a negative person,
an optimist or a pessimist?

5. Do you quit doing some good deed when others don't

agree or don't appreciate what you are doing?

6. Do you find yourself wanting revenge against your

persecutors?

7. Does the possibility that your persecutors might
become
Christians and receive salvation make you happy?

8. Are you ashamed to be different from the world?

9. Do you ever think that God doesn't care that you are
suffering injustice?

10. Are you able to love people who do not love you?

CONCLUSION

One of the most profound truths revealed in the Bible is
that Jesus of Nazareth, born 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem,
was and is, in fact, God! When he was born it was to a virgin
and the angel who announced his conception said he would
be called Immanuel, meaning, "God with us". Of his
entrance into the world it was written: " In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God ... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." (1 John 1:1,
14) When Philip asked him "Lord, show us the Father",
Jesus replied: "Have | been with you so long, and yet you
have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen
the Father." Surely, we recognize our fragile and humble
state as human beings, but God considered us to be of such
great value that He visited us! Do you want to see God?
Look at Jesus! Jesus was God who came to be with us in a
very personal and comforting way.

But Jesus went away. Can it be that God is still with us? The
Bible answer is a clearly - Yes! But how so? It is through his
Spirit. Listen to Jesus' words from John 14: "And | will pray

€6pALWOELOUTO e Kplon Kal Sikatoolvn Amd TOTE Kol OTo
€€ng, akoun kat ywa mavta. O fnhog tou Kupiou twv
Suvapewy Ba To Kavel autd». (Hoolag 9:6, 7)

AuTO pag BonBd va Katovonooupe To peydlo oxedlo tou
@e0oU yLa TNV eyKabidpuaon £lpnvng HeTofl Twv avBpwnwv
6w otn yn. To ox€610 Tou Oov ovopdotnke «Muothiplo»
Kol «ALwVLoG ZKOTOG Tou Oegouy. Elval va kdavelg timota
AlyOtepO amod To va EVWVELG KaBe £l6oug avBpwroug oe
éva BaoiAelo elprivng, aydmng kot Sikaltoolvng LECW TOU
Incou Xplotou tou Baocid. Ta edadla Hoolag 11:1-10
nieplEéypadav autod to Bacilelo 650 xpovia nply tnv idpuaon)
Tou. Xpnowlomnoinoe cupPoALkoUg 0poug: «... Kal o AUkog
Ba KATOLKNOEL UE TO apvi... N ayeAada kot n apkouda Ba
Booknoouv: Ta pKpA toug¢ Ba famAwoouv pall.. Asv Ba
BAaPouv oute Ba katactpéPouv G OAO TO QYO HOU
Bouvo, ylati n yn Ba yepioel tng yvwong tou KYPIOY kaBwg
Ta vepd okemalouv t Bdlacoa. «Ekeivolmou amd t dpuon
TOUG KATOTE OKOTWvAV Kal kotafpoxbilav o £vag tov
aAMov petapopdwvovtal oe afAofn, ayamnuéva ovia.
Mropelte va deite mdéoo aAnBuwvn elprjvn eivat Suvatr pévo
otav oL avBpwrol yvwpicouv tov Kuplo; ESw pmaivel o
«Inooulg, o Mpiykutag tg Ewpnvng». ' autd eival toéco
ONUOVTLKO Ylot ELAC VO YWWPLOOUKE Tov XpLoTo Kat tn {wn
Tou.

Ta edadla Edeoiouc 2:11-16 deiyvouv nwg o Inooug eivat
0 UEYAAOC LpNVOTIOLOC. ALBACTE AUTO TO ATTOCTIACHA KOl
Seite nw¢ katéotpee TNV £xBpa mou xwplle EBpaiouc kot
EBvikoug o€ éva cwpa. H enidpacn tou Incol og autolg
TOUG duaoikoulg exBpoug Arav davtaoTikn.
AvBpwroldladopeTikwy TOAITIOHWY, YAwoowv, ¢ulwy,
Bpnokewwy, €Bipwv KA., Tou elyav alwveg Lotoplog
VEUATEG TIOAEUO PETA TOV TIOAEUO - 0 INCOUC TOUG EKAVE VO
yivouv  ayamnuéva oadépdla. To  Opyavo  Tou
XPNOLUOTIOlNOE yla v KAVEL ELPAVA ATOV 0 OTAUPOC TOU
roAyoBa. To dpapa eival tou Incou va mepmatd péoa otny
épnuo. Mmpootd tou OAa eivol VeKpA Kal KAoTOvd.
Mepmatdel OPWG KoL OTIOU TIEPVAEL adVEL ayarn, yoAnvn
Kol appovia. H épnuog {wvtaveUel Kol LeTapopdwVeTaL OE

évav  Opopdo, KOTAMPACIWVO  KATIO: TIOUALA  TIoU
tpayoudolv, AouloUdla  avBilouv, vepd  TPEXEL,
katampaowva  APBadla. ItV MPOYUATIKOTATO, aUTO

oKpLBWCE £Kave o Inoolg, aA\d pe TIVEUATIKOUC OpOUC.

O InooU¢ aykAALOoE TOV XELPOTEPO OUAPTWAO, AyyLEE TOV
Tio BSeAupd Aempd, KABAPLOE TNV TILO KATATTTUOTH TOPVN,
TINPE OAOUC TOUG TUTIOUG avBpwNwy Kal Toug évwoe pall
o€ Ha Opopdn olkoyévela tou Oeou. MANpwoe uPnAo
TIUNKa, aA G EBAETIE TNV ATTOCTOAN TOU WG ELPNVOTIOLOU WG
TpoTeEpALOTNTA oTN (W) TOU.

NPOzQMNIKH AITHZH




the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He
may abide with you forever; the Spirit of truth ... you know
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you." "If anyone
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with
him."

The conclusion is inescapable. God our Creator thought so
much of us that He came to earth in human form to help
us. We called him Jesus of Nazareth. He returned to heaven
after completing his mission here but sent the Holy Spirit to
help us. And so today, God the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit want to make their home within us. They want to
personally reside in you. They want us to participate in their
life.

The life of Christ is the life that Jesus lived and the kind of
life we also can live with His help, if we want to. If we do
want to live that life, we have to look to Him. Read
Hebrews 12:1-2: "... run with endurance the race that is
set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who ... endured the cross..." Jesus started the
spiritual life that surges through us and he will finish it. He
is our Example to follow, our Strength when we are weary,
our Coach cheering us on and our Redeemer welcoming
us into His arms at the finish line.

Consider all who were against Him and the price He paid to
do His Father's will. See how God brought forth greatness
through the cross, through suffering, and through death.
When you think about your own suffering, the abuse you
have suffered, how you have been used and abused and
how awful it is -it is no wonder you can't face it - ... look to
the cross and see the Man they stripped naked and hung
there for all to look upon and laugh at.

When you think about life's inequities, the unfairness of the
cards you were dealt and you feel like singing another
"somebody done somebody wrong song" ... look to the
cross and see the One who was scourged for our iniquities.

When you sting from the rejection you've known, the pain
of being "not wanted" or of having your love spurned ...
look to the cross and see love flowing down from the
Wounded One who was despised and rejected.

When you're afraid, when God is silent, when life slaps you
around and the thorns dig deep, when you have given your
best but your best isn't enough ... look to the cross!

When your body is wracked with pain, the guilt of your sins
is ever before you and you think you can't go on and you
want to quit or compromise ... look to the cross! See Jesus.
He did it! He overcame! He can see you through too!

H SouAeld evog elpnvomolol eival va SUUPIALWOEL TOUG
avBpwrnoug pe Tov Ogo, e GAAA avBpwWILVOL OVTA KL HE
TOV £0UTO Toucg. Otav o Inooug eime autd ta Adyla, o
KOopog Siyaotnke. Mo puAr| ploovoe Tig AAeg GUAEG, Eva
£€6vog ploovoe aAAa €0vn Kat oL dvBpwrol piag Bpnokelog
pLooloav AAAeg Bpnokeiec. Eva mapadelypa autol eival
To ouvalobnuota petafL EBpaiwv kat EBvikwv. O EBpaiog
euxapiotnoe tov O@ed mou dev Nrav EBvikog, okAdPog n
yuvaika. Mepidpovolos TOUC NUIOLUOUG ZAUOPELTEG,
OKOWN Kol o€ onpeio va mepnatiost moAA pilla pakpla
ard To dpOHo Tou yLa va anoduyeL Tnv emadn.

ZAuepa, elvat ot Aeukol kal oL pavpol, oL TAouaoLoL Kal oL
dtwyol, oL Adylot kat ot avaidapntol, oL Bopelol kot ot
VOTLOL, COCLOALOTEG Kol KOTTaAloTeG, pheAelBepol Kat
ouvtneNnTkoi, LOAauLoTEG Kat eBpaiol. H avBpwrmivn duon
Sev €xeL aA\Ggel. OL Xplotlavol Tpémel va eival opyova
ElPNVNG, UTNPETWVTOC To OXESlo Tou BOeol ylo TNV
ebpaiwon g epnvng petafd tTwv avopwnwv OAwv Twv
opadwyv. AucTuXwG, KAMOLOL TIOU OUTOATIOKAAOUVTOL
Xplotlavol, avtl va KAVOUV EpRAVn, CUXVA GCTEPVOUV
Syovola kat Siyaopd. ONol TIPETEL Vol VIPEMOUAOTE Yo
OQUTH TV Katdotoaon Tou elval tooco avtibetn pe tnv
avantuén g Pactleiog Tou Xplotou. Ac adlepwOOUE TN
{wn pag otnv elpnvn. Etol Ba eipaote matdid tou OeoU.

Tn vOyta mou tov mpodwoe o lovdag, 6tav o Inooug
npooevyxnNBnke otov MNatépa UTEP TWV HABNTWV TOU,
PWTNOE: «yla va gival olol éva, omwe oL, Matépa, sioal
O£ UEvVa, KOL EYW O€ O€va- yLo va €lval Kal autol. éva oe
EMUAG, YL va TUOTEYPEL O KOOHOG OTL €0V HE EO0TELNECH
(lwavvng 17:21). Qotdéoo, onuepa, OTAV OL ATOTOL
napatnpouV to MARB0¢ Twv SLadopeTIKWY SOoYUATWY, TTOU
o KaBévag Loxupiletal o6tL akoAouBel Tov Inoou, dev eivat
niepiepyo mou moAAol Sev evlladEpovtal va akoUuoouv TO
UAVUUA Toug. Autr n BABepr) katdaotaon €xel ¢ptaoel
OKOUN KoL OTo TopAAoyo GKpo TNG Llotoplag Twv
«XpLOTLAVWV» VO OKOTWVOUV «XPLOTLaVOUG». APKETA e
auto! O elpnvomoldg MoAepd, UTiEpOoTti{eTOL Kal TpowOel
™V €1prvN Ko OxL tn Slaipeon. Ztoug onadoug Tou XpLlotou
80Bnke TO €pyo NG Snuoupyiag epnvng. Snladn
dépvovtag toug avBpwmnoug os cupdhiwon petafh Toud.
«Twpa 6Aa sival amo tov Oeod, mou pag cupud\iwoe pe Tov
€0UTO Tou péow Ttou Inool Xplotol Kal pag €5woe TN
Slakovia tng oupdhiwong, SnAadn étLo Oedc cupdhiwoe
TOV KOOHUO HE TOV €aUTO Tou &V XpLOTW, XWPIG va Toug
Kataloyloel T MOPANMTWUATA TOUG, Kol Ha¢ £6waoe Tov
AOYo TNC cupdAiwong. Twpa, Aownmdv, eipacte MPeCPEVTEG
yla ToV XpLOTO, 0O VA TIOpOaKAAOUOE 0 O£0G LECW LAG: OUG
LKETEUOUE ylot Aoyoplaopd tou XpLotou, cupdAlwdeite
HE Tov Ogd. ALOTL €Kave apopTia yla epdg Autov mou Sev
yvwplle apaptia, yla va yivoupe n dikatocuvn tou Ogou oe
Autov» (B" KopwvBioug 5:18-20). oag LKETEUOUMPE yLa




Do you remember the fairy tale about a handsome young
prince who was transformed into an ugly old toad? He
would forever remain in that form unless kissed by a
beautiful princess. He spent his days in a dark pond, sad and
depressed. What hope was there for freedom? His big eyes
bulged, his skin was rough, clammy and warty, his body
jerked spasmodically and his mouth was always wet with
dripping saliva. Who would ever want to kiss him? Certainly
not a beautiful princess!

But, one day, a princess did come to the pond. She was full
of love and joy, seeing beauty in everything that God had
created. She spied the old toad but did not find him
repulsive. In fact, she picked him up, looked into his old sad
eyes and planted a kiss right on his head. Instantly he was
restored into a handsome prince. They fell in love, married
and lived happily ever after. Of course, that is just a fable,
but in real life, it is the story of the life of Christ. While on
earth, Jesus walked all over Judea, Samaria and Galilee
“kissing frogs”. He touched. He taught. He healed. He
transformed ... lost people ... like Zacchaeus, the tax
collector. Kicked out of church, branded a traitor in an
occupied country, eternally linked to the name of "sinner",
he was so short that he climbed up into a sycamore tree to
catch a glimpse of Jesus as he passed by. Jesus stopped at
the tree and invited himself to Zacchaeus' house for lunch
and before the day ended, Jesus had transformed that little
"toad" into a prince.

Again and again, the story was the same. Christ accepted
the outcast, gave strength to the weak, loved the unlovely,
and gave a second chance to the failure. In fact, | too was
an ugly old toad until Jesus kissed me. What about you?
Would you like to be transformed into the image of Christ
and live the "life of Christ"? That's what all these lessons
are about.

In Matthew 5, Jesus gives us what amounts to a self-
portrait. These are traits every Christian should and could
possess: humility, compassion, meekness, righteousness,
mercy, peace making and faithfulness. This is not a list
where you can pick and choose, according to your personal
preference or inclination. It is not like a buffet restaurant
with a table full of kinds of food and people choose only
what they want: "Look, | want to be merciful, peaceful and
meek, but | don't like being humble, pure or righteous."
This is a complete picture of a Christian. He doesn't say:
"Paul, you be humble; Mary, you be pure; Fred, you be
righteous and Anna, you be faithful." To the contrary, every
Christian should possess all these qualities and with your
permission and cooperation, the Spirit can produce them
allin you.

AoyapLaopo tou Xplotou, cupdMlwOeite pe Tov Ogd. ALOTL
€Kave auaptia ylo epag Autov mou Sev yvwplle auoptia,
yla va ylvoupe n Sikaloouvn tou Oegol oe Autov» (B’
KoptvBioug 5:18-20). 0ag IKETEVOULE yLa AOYOPLACHO TOU
XpLotou, cupdAlwbelte pe Tov Oco. ALOTL €kave apoptia
yla epag Autov mou Sev yvwplLle apaptia, yia va Yivoupe n
Swatoouvn tou @gou o Autdv» (B KoplvBioug 5:18-20).

To va eloal Elpnvomolog onuaivel va evayyeAilecalt, va Agg
T KOAQ VEQ TNG ayamng tou Oeol Kal tng adeong Twv
OLOPTIWV HEoWw TN Buoiag Tou Inool Xplotou. H Abon yla
TLG OLKOYEVELAKEG SLAUAXECS, TLG PUAETIKEG SLAUAXEG KL TLG
€UPUALEC CUYKPOUOELS gival To svuayyéAlo. Ao avBpwrol
£€pxovtal oe Kolwwvia pe tov Oed6 povo otav eival oe
Kowwvia petafy touc. H eprivn dev €pxetal amd To
TIOALTIKO KOMMQ, TO OLKOVOWULKO OUCTNHa, TNV €0vIKN
onuaia A ta Hvwpéva EBvn. O Inoolg sival Autdg mou
dépvel elpnvn (lwavvng 14:27). H douleld pag sivat va
Sladwooupe tnv elprivn mou Sivel o Inooug. Autd eivat
S0oUA£Ld yLa 6AoUG pag.

AkplBwg Onwe o Inoolg adlépwoe t™n (W TOU OTN
dnuloupyla elprivng, Ba mpémel va adlepwooupe tn wn
po¢ ylo va GEPOUE ELPAVN OTOV KOG, NG N ELpr VN TTOU
glvat aAnBvn kat awwvia, ot avBpwrol cuudAlwONKav e
ToV Oeb Héow Tou Inool XpLotou.

AYTOE=ETAZH:

ATIOVTAOTE Of OUTEC TIC EPWTNOELG VLA VO ETPHOETE TO

S1ko oag eminedo elprvnc:

1. Elote o€ 1prjvn pe Tov O€o;

2. Elote o€ €lprivn UE TOV €AUTO 0O

3. Z&1G epNVIKA LE TOV SUTAQVO OOU;

4. JuppeTéxete N MpowBeite BpnoKeUTIKO SLXOOUO - SOYUQ;

5.'Exete HolpaoTel TO euayyEALO e KATIOlOV POodhaTAQ;

6. 2ag apéosl va PAEMETE avOPWTIOUC VA TOAKWVOVTAL;

7.0tav kamnolocg eivat Bupwpévog pali oag, pldte poli tou
yla va tpooTmaBdrioete va AUCETE To MPOBANUQ;

8. Otav mpoomabeic va PBondBrosig avBpwmoug mou
TOOKWVOVTAL, TOUG avadEPELS ToV XpLOTO;

9. Malpvete TNV TNpPwTtofoudia vyl TNV

nipoBAnUATWY;

10. BonOnroate Mot KAmoLlov va BPEL TV ELPRVN TIOU Elval
Sl00£o1un otov XpLoto;

eniluon

KEDAAAIO 8
IHZOYZ: O NIZTOZ (MatBaiog 5:10)

NIZTH: Tl EINAI;

O aAnBwog XapakTpaG EVOG OTOUOU ATOKOAUTITETAL TILO
EekdBapa OTav QUTO TO ATOMO ALOBAVETAL TIC TILECELS TNG
{wng. Otav OAa eival euxdplota Kal UKOAQ, Xwpig




See also that the emphasis is not so much on what we do
but how we are (our character). That's because, when we
are the right people on the inside, we will end up doing the
things we ought to do. "To be" precedes "to do."

NOW DO THIS EXERCISE

Write down a summary of your personal progress in these

areas of your Christian life during the last few weeks:
1. Humility

. Compassion

. Meekness

. Righteousness

. Mercy

. Purity

. Peacemaking

. Faithfulness

o NOOULL b WN

APPENDIX 1: HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

Here are some homework exercises to help you put into

practice the qualities found in the life of Jesus Christ:

1. Give a big hug to a dirty, downtrodden person.

2. Do some job around the house that you normally do not

do.

3. Listen to a child's conversation for 15 minutes.

4. Make a list of 10 things in which you are dependent on

God

5. At the end of the day, make a list of 10 things you did
wrong that day.

6. Sitting outside at night, make a list of 10 things you do
not know.

7. Do a good deed of charity without ever letting anybody
know that you did it.

8. Ask for help from somebody who knows less than you

do.

9. Smile and ask, "How are you doing?" to 10 people you
don't know and listen carefully to their answers.

10. Write down a criticism you received without trying to
defend yourself.

11. Brag on 5 people to their face without calling attention
to yourself.

12. Ask a coworker or friend to criticize you in some way
but don't
reply to the criticism or try to defend yourself, except to
say, "Thank you, my friend."

13. Spend an hour sitting in the emergency room of a
hospital, just observing the suffering of the people
there.

14. Review the magazines, videos and music tapes and CDs
that you have at home and burn the ones that are
indecent.

15. Rebuke or correct a person that you know is doing
something wrong or unjust.

EKVEUPLOUOUC, TIPOOPOAEC KAl TpaUUATIOHOUC, Sev lval
TIoAU SUoKOoAO va eloat KAAOG KAl EUYEVLKOC, UTIOLOVETIKOG
KOl EUXAPLOTOG. AAAQ eV HEoW SLWEEWY, TTOVOU, APPWOTLAC,
KPLTLKAC Kot amoppung, Ta aAnbva xpwuata evog avdpa
Byaivouv otnv emidavela. Eival og aUTEG TIC OTLYUEG TIOU
kamolot eudavilovtal wG ¢w¢ oto okotadl Kal AaAAot
OIMAWC AVORELYVUOVTAL OE AUTO To okotaddL. Eival o autég
TLG OTLYHLEG TTOU AAAOL Ta TTopaTAve Ko GAAoL cuvexilouv.

Eqv adnoete ta mavta yla va akoAouBnoete tov Incou,
npoonabrote povo va PondBnoete toug AAAOUC Kal va
oadlepwBeite oAokAnpwtik@ otov 0BOgd, oA\A pETA
UTLOOTELTE KATIOLOL LEYAAN OMWAELQ, UTTOPEL VaL UTtelTe oTOV
TELPAOMO va okedteite: "TL wdelel To va UTnpeTels TOV
Oeo; Afilel va mpoomadnoslg vo eiloal évag KOAOG
avBpwmoc?" A "H Iwn pou ntav KaAutepn mpv T Swow
otov 0g0." AANA TL AeimeL av utoKUELG O TETOLEG OKEWELC;
Elvat amAwg auto: Asv £xelg miotn A epmiotooUvh otov Ogd
KoL TG uTtooX£€oeLg Tou. H aAnBeta eival otL o Ogd¢ Sev pog
umoox£Bnke mote AvtiBeta, umoox€Bnke povo otL Ba Atav
navta podl pog ya va pag dwoel Suvapn kKot OtL, av
napapeivoupe motol péxpl Bavdatou, Ba Adfoups pa
ovtapolBn mépa amd T MO TPEAG pOG Ovelpa. AANG
Xpelaletol miotn yla vo AdBoupe autiyv tnv avtopolpn. H
L8LOTNTA OV TPEMEL VO €X0UE otn {wn Hag eival n miotn
oTov O€0, oToV XpLoTO KOl OTLG SIKEG G TTEMOLONOELC.

«Makaplol 6coL Suwkovtal yLa xapn tng dikaoouvng, yati
81k Toug elvat n Baotheia Twv oupavwyv. Makaplol iote
otav oag uBpilouv kat oag dtwkouv Kot Aéve KABe elboug
Kakia evavtiov oag Peudwg yla xapn pou. Na yaipeote Kot
va Xaipeote TOAU, ylati peydAn eivat n avtapolpr ocag otov
oupavo, ylatl €tol katadiwéav Toug MPodATEG TOU NTav
npwv anod eo0dg» (Matbaiog 5:10). H mowdtnta {wng mou
daivetal edw, otnv avtidpaon evog atdopou otn Slwén pe
Xapa, ival n miotn 1 n ot oTLg UTTOCoXEDELG Tou OgoU.
O IHZOYZ EINAI TO NAPAAEITMA MIZTHZ MAZ

O Inoolg Xplotdg eival To KOAUTEPO TOPASELYpO TIOTNG
poc. O Xatavag éptée ta mo mupwva BeAdKla TOU OTOV
Inoou. Ot exBpol Tou mpoomndBOnoav va tov ckotwaoouv. OL
BpnokeuTikol nyéteg tov katnydpnoav Pevdwe. Ot Sikol
Tou avBpwrol Tov anéppupav. Oa pnopolos pPAAlota vo
TIeL OTL «Ol aA£moUdeC £xouv TPUTIEG KOL T TIOUALA TOU
oupavoUl €xouv wALEC, aAAd o Yo tou AvBpwrou dev
£xeL oV va BaAsL to kepAaAL Tou». Ta AdyLo tou Hoalo 53:1-
12 nepypadouv ta Bacavad tou:«... Aev UTIAPXEL OLOPLA
mou va Tov emBupoUpe... Elval mepiuppovnuévog Kal
QTTOPPLITTEOG O TOUG avBpwTouC... Tov mepidpovoloay,
Kol 8ev Tov eKTIUACAUE... AUTOC €xel umtooTel Tig BALDELS

pog kal kouPaldel TG OAlPeEl pag. TANywpEvog,
XTUTNUévog oamd Ttov Oed TOAQUTTWPNUEVOG
TIANYWHUEVOG MEAQVLOOUEVOG KOTATILECUEVOG

QTTOKOMEVOC amd TN yNn Twv {wvtavwy ..."




16. Go up to a rude, irritating person and ask him how he is
doing, what does he need, etc.

17. Make a list of people that you have been mad at and
pray for each one of them by name.

18. Go visit an old, lonely person.

19. Invite a poor person to your house to eat a meal with
your family.

20. Make a list of 5 attributes of Jesus Christ that are most
lacking in your life.

APPENDIX 2: REFERENCED SCRIPTURES

Psalm 51: 17 "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A
broken and a contrite heart; These, O God, You will not
despise."

Matthew 6:1 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable
deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you
have no reward from your Father in heaven."

Matthew 9:13 But go and learn what this means: 'l desire
mercy and not sacrifice.' For | did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance."

Matthew 9: 35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having
no shepherd."

Matthew 11:11 "Assuredly, | say to you, among those born
of women there has not risen one greater than John the
Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the
violent take it by force.

Matthew 12:1 "At that time Jesus went through the
grainfields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry,
and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 And when
the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, "Look, Your disciples
are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath!"

Matthew 12: 14 Then the Pharisees went out and plotted
against Him, how they might destroy Him. 15 But when
Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great
multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all."

Matthew 13:1 On the same day Jesus went out of the house
and sat by the sea. 2 And great multitudes were gathered

Jkedteite Mwe Tov Bacdavioay, Tov mepldpovnoay Kol LETA
ToV Kdpdwoav og éva otaupo kabwg SlaBalete autd ta
Aoyla and to Hoaioag 50:6,7 «ESdwoa tnv mMAATN Hou o€
ouToUG TToU He XTurmoUoay Kol Ta LAYOUAQ HLOU OE aUTOUC
Tou £Byalav Ta yévia. pUnv KpUBELS TO MTPOCWIO LOU Ao
VvTpomN Kal ptuoipo: ylati o KUplog o Oedc Ba pe Bonbnost:
olyoupa o Kiplog o ©e6¢g Ba pe Bonbrnosl». Mmnopeite va
apxloete va BAEMETE TWE EVOL ATOUO ITOPEL TIPAY LOTLKA VAL
xtunnBel kal va e€akolouBel va epmiotevetal tov Ogd; O
Inooug To ékave autd. MmopoU e emiong, e TN OTOPYLKN
Xapn tou OgoU, av KOAANCOUWE OTNV TILOTN HAg.

O Inool¢g b6ev Nrav aduvapog i avumepdomniotoc. Eixe
Seiel onuadia kal Bavpata o GAOUC yla VoL UTTOPOUV Vol
Sdouv tn duvaun Tou. HpBe va umtodEpet otn B£on pag, £€Tot
nipoodepe TNV MAAGTN TOU OTIG PABSWOEL TWV KAKWV
avBpwnwv kot to TPoécwnd Tou otn ¢GolvoKa TWV
TiPpooBoAWV Kal oTLg YpoBLEG TNg okAnpotntag. O Yiog tou
@eoU bev vipendtavraneivworn. Epeicumopel va 6eL og 6Aa
oUTA WG N miotn eival téoo otevd ouvledepévn Le TN
Slwén.Akdpa kol vo eloal otoxog Pacaviotnpiwyv,ntav
oo paCLOUEVOC VO EKTTANPWOEL TNV AITOCGTOAN TOU PEXPLTO
TENOGC. 2 OAa, 0 InoOUC CUVEXLOE TILOTOC oTov Matépa Kot
£€toL o Natépag elme yt 'autov "AuTog ival o ayomntog Lou
Y10g, otov omoio eipol oAU euxaplotnuévog. Akolote
Tov!" (MatBalog 17:5)

JuveAndOn kat Baoaviotnke, o Inoolg dev yupLos Tiow.
EykataAeAeléVOC amo TouG Mo otevolg Tou ¢pidoug, Sev
yUploe miow. Atilel tov komo va mapadoBolue otov
XpLoto; H amavtnon sival éva nxnpod «Natl» Mmnopel va
elpaote aduvapol kat advvapol, oAAd o Inooug eival
TILOTOG 0 6ooug B€Aouv va Tov akoAouBrioouv. Ot BAlDELg
autng tng Lwng dev ouykpivovtal pe tn peAAovtiky 66&a
miou Ba Swaoel 0 Oed¢ 0g GOOUG eival TLoToL 08 AUTOV.

NPOZQMNIKH AITHZH

OL Suwéelg pmopet va £pBouv og epdg pe Sladopeg popdeg
OTIC HEPEC Hac. Mmopel va elval Bia, kowwvikn amoppldn,
KPLTIKA, yelolomoinon 1 onmwAslo  Teplovciag A
Blomoplopol. ITnv mpwrtoyovn ekkAnoia, ATav moAly To
Sdpaotikad. MoAAot Xplotiavol éxacav 0,tL gixav. To edadlo
nipo¢ EBpaioug 10:32-34 ival ToAU SLOOKTIKO OXETLKA UE
oUTO to B€pa: «ANAG BupnBeite TG TPONYOUUEVEG NUEPEC
KOTA TG omoleg, adoU PwTLOTAKATE, UTIOUELVATE PEYANO
aywva pe Baocava: gv pEPeL evw yivate Béapa Kol amo
ovelSlopoug kat OBAlelg, kol ev pépel evw yivarte
ouvtpodol ekelvwy TOU elyav TETOLA PETAXELPLON: YLOTL E
oupmovnoate ot aAucideg Hou, KOl QMOSEXTAKATE HE
Xapad tn AenAaoia twv ayabwyv oag, yvwpilovtag OtL Xete
KOAUTEPN Kol SLapKr Tieploucia ylo TOV €QUTO 0OG OTOV
oupavo. M' auto KNV amoppintete n avtonemnoibnor cou,




together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 Then He spoke many
things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a sower went
out to sow. ... 24 Another parable He put forth to them,
saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field; 25 but while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.
... 31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took
and sowed in his field, 32 which indeed is the least of all the
seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest
in its branches." 33 Another parable He spoke to them:
"The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took
and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened."
... 44 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful
pearls. 46 "who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into
the sea and gathered some of every kind, 48 which, when
it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and
gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. ...
51 Jesus said to them, "Have you understood all these
things?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 52 Then He said to
them, "Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the
kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of
his treasure things new and old."

Matthew 21:1 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and
came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent
two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into the village
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. 3
And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord
has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." 4
All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet, saying: 5 Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold,
your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey."

Matthew 21:13 "And He said to them, "It is written, 'My
house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you have made
it a 'den of thieves."

Luke 2: 6 "So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought
forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

TIOU €XeL HMeydAn oavtopolpfr, ylatli £Xelg avaykn amo
avtoxh, wote adol KAVeTe To BEANUA Tou OcoU, va AaPete
NV umtooxeon: «Ma Alyo akoun, Kal autoc mou £pyetal Ba
£€pBel kal Sev Ba kaBuoteprosl. Twpa o dikatog Ba {roel
pe miotn. aAAd av kamolog onoBoxwpnost, n Ypuxn Mou
Sev tov euyaploTLEtaly. ANA Sev eipaote and avtolg mou
ETULOTPEPOUV OTNV OmMwAela, OAAQ AmMO €KELVOUG TOU
ruotevouv otn cwtnpia tg Puxne».

Touc £Balav otn duhokn. Mepikd Ba ATV EMIKAAULUEVA
pe miooa amnod toug Pwuaioug otpatiwteg, Oa ta £6evav oe
oTUAOUG Kot Ba ta ékatyav {wvtava yla va ¢wtioouv Toug
OUTOKPATOPLKOUG KATIOUG TOU autokpatopa Népwva.
Meplka pixtnkov o€ PEYAAOUG OAKOUC HE SNANTNPLWSN
¢ibla, pixtnkav oe Adkkoug Alovtaplwy i oxlotnkav ota
600 amnd aloya. XAadeg néBavav opoloywvtag "0 Inocoug
elvat o KUplog pou!" ‘Hrav motol otoug Suwypoug.

Otav oco¢ SwwKouv, UTAPXOUV apKetol kohol tpdmoL

avtidpaong:

1. Mepikég dpopég, eivat kaho va dpuyete. O Inoolg To ékave
(Mat6. 12:14, 15).

2. Elval avta kat@AAnAo va kavoupe kaAo (Mpagelg 5:28,

29, 40-42).

3. Noté punv {ntate ekdiknon (Pwpaioug 12:19).

4. Na elote Betikol Kal va Kavete KAAO aToug exBpolg cog

(Pwpaiouc 12:20).

5. Juveyiote va MEPMATATE OTO HOVOTATL TG Slkaloouvng,
Kavovtag to BéAnua tou Ocov. «Na elote oTol pEXpL
Bavartou» (AmokdaAun 3:10).

6. Na &€pete OTL 0 Oeo¢ Ba cag avrapeipel (MatBaiog

5:10-12).

AYTOE=ETAZH:
ATLOVTIOTE O QUTEC T EPWTNOELG VLA VA LLETPIOETE TO
S1KO oag eminedo mOTOTNTAG:
1. Jocg €xouv Swwéel MOTE emeldr] elote XPLOTLAVOC KOl
OVTIOpACATE PE TIAPATIOVA KL YKPLVLOL;
2. Anodeulyelg va potlpalecal tov Xplotd e aAAoug ylati
doPaoal otL ol avBpwrol Ba oe kKopoiSEPouy;
3. NpooeL)eoal yLa toug exBpolg cou;
4. 3e BAémouv ol GAloL w¢ BeTikO 1 0pvNTIKO ATOWO,
oLotodo€o 1 analolodolo;
5. JTAMATAC va KAVELG KAmola KoAR Tpaén otav ol dAlot
Sev oupdwvoLV f SV eKTIHOUV OUTO TIOU KAVELG;
6. Bplokeoal va B€AeLg va ekdIknBelg TOUG SLWKTEC ooU;
7. MATWG n mibavotnta va yivouv oL SLWKTEC oG
Xplotiavol kot  AdBete ™ owtnpia  oag
EUTUXLOWEVOUG;
8. Ntpéneoal mou SladEpeLg amod Tov KOOLO;
9. 3kEDTEOTE MOTE OTL 0 O€bC SeV volaleTal TOU UTIODEPETE
oo adkia;

KQVOouv




Luke 10: 25 "And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and
tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law?
What is your reading of it?" 27 So he answered and said,
'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’
and 'your neighbor as yourself.' 28 And He said to him, "You
have answered rightly; do this and you will live." 29 But he,
wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" 30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him,
and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a
certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him,
he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when
he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on
the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On
the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of
him; and whatever more you spend, when | come again, |
will repay you.' 36 So which of these three do you think was
neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 37 And he
said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewise."

Luke 19:41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept
over it 42 saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in
this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now
they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon
you when your enemies will build an embankment around
you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and
level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because
you did not know the time of your visitation."

Luke 22:27 "For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or
he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet | am
among you as the One who serves."

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God."

John 13:5 After that, He poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with
the towel with which He was girded.

John 14:27 Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you;
not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

10. Eloal os Béon va ayamag avBpwmoug mou &ev o€
ayarmnouy;

2YMNEPAZMA

Mo amo Tig o BaBiég alnBeleg mou amokaAUTTovVTaL 0Th
BiBAo eival 6tL 0 Incoug amd tn NalapEt, mou yevvnBnke
Tipv amnod 2.000 xpovia otn BnBAeéy, ntav kat eivat, otnv
npayuatikotnta, Oeog! Otav yevvnBnke Atav amd pla
mapB£va Kal o ayyeAog Tou avakoivwoe tn cUAANY Tou
eime 6t Oa ovopalotav Eppovoun, mou onpaivel «o Oeog
poli pag». Mo tnv €l0086 Tou oTOV KOO0 YpAPTNKE: «ZTNV
opxn Atav o Adyog, kal o Adyoc Ntav pe tov Oeod, Kal o
AOyog ntav Ogog... Kat o Adyog €ylve odpka KoL KOTOKNCE
ovapeoa pag, kot eidape tn 86fa Tou, tTn 86&a WC TOU
povoyevoU¢ amnod tov Natépa, YeEUATog Xapn Kot aAnBbsiay.
(1 lwavvn 1:1, 14) Otav o OiAutnog tov pwtnoe «KupLe,
Seife poc tov Natépar, o Incol¢ andvinos: «Huouv padl
00U TO00 Kalpo, KAl OpwWE Sev pe yvwploeg, Oihumne; Autog
TIou He €xeL OeL €xeL elde tov MNatépar. Xiyoupa,
avayvwpiloupge tnv elBpauvotn Kal TATEWR  HOC
KaTdotaon wg avBpwriva ovia, oAAd 0 Oeog pag Bewpnaoe
TO00 peyaAng aflog mou pag emokédtnke! O£Aelg va Selg
Tov O£0; Kottatte tov Inocol! O Incoug Ntav o Oeodg ou
NeBe va eival poll poag pe €vov TOAU TIPOCWTILKG KOl
TIaPNYopNTIKO TPOTIO.

AM\A o Inoou¢g éduye. Mmopel 0 @ebdg va elval akopa padl
pag; H amavinon tng BiBAou eival EekaBapn - Nai! MNwg
Ouwc; Elval péow tou Mvelpatodg tou. Akovote ta Adyla
Tou InooV amd tov lwavvn 14: «Kat Ba mpoosuxnOw otov
Matépa, kat Oa oag Swoel Eévav aAAo BonBo, yia va peivel
pall cag yw mavta- to MNvevpa tng aAnBelag.. Tov
yvwpilete, ylati katowkel pall cag kat Ba eival péoa cou."
«Av Kamolo¢ pe ayand, 6a tnproeL Tov Adyo Hou- Kal O
Matépag pou Ba tov ayamnoel, kot Ba épBoupe og auToOV
Kol Ba KAvoupe ottt pag podl touy.

To cuumépaopa eival avoamddpeukto. O Oedg 0 ANULOUPYOG
HOC OKEPTNKE TOOO TMOAU yla epdg mou npbe otn yn Ue
avOpwrivn popdn yla va pog Bondnoet. Tov Aéyope Inool
artd tn Nalapét. Eméotpee otov mapddeico oadoul
oAokARpwaoe TNV amootoAr] Tou £6w, aA\d €otelle To Aylo
Mvedpo va pog BonBnosl. Kau €tol onuepa, o Oegdg
Matépoag, o Yidc kat to Ayto MNvebpa B€Aouv va KAvouv To
OTITL TOUC pEoa pHaG. OEAOUV VA KOTOLKICOUV TIPOCWIILKA
HEoO ooU. OEAOUV VA CUUPETEXOUUE 0Th (W) TOUG.

H Zwn tou Xplotou eival n Lwr mou €{noe o Incol¢ Kat o
€l60¢ TNG LwNG MOV UMOPOUUE €Miong va {r)COUUE ME TN
BonBewa Tou, av to B€Aoupe. Av BEAloupe va {ooupe
oautr tn {wn, TPEMEL va Kotdtou e o AuTtov. AlaBaaote To
ebadlo EBpaioug12:1-2: «...TpEETE |LE UTIOMOVH TOV AyWVA
nmou eivat pmpootd pog, kottalovrag tov Inoou, Tov




John 15:1 | am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit
He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because
of the word which | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and
| in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5 1am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing."

Acts 4:19 "But Peter and John answered and said to them,
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more
than to God, you judge."

Acts 5:28 Did we not strictly command you not to teach in
this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 29
But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We
ought to obey God rather than men. ... 40 And they agreed
with him, and when they had called for the apostles and
beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily
in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ."

Romans 12:16 "Be of the same mind toward one another.
Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion."

Romans 12:19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is
Mine, | will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not
even named among the Gentiles; that a man has his father's
wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather
mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken
away from among you.

1 Corinthians 13:3 And though | bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though | give my body to be burned, but
have not love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love suffers long and
is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is
not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;"

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad."

ouyypadea Kal TEAEWWTH TNG TLOTNG Mag, o omoiog ...
UTEJELVE TOV oOTaupo..» O Inoolg Eekivnoe Ttnv
TIVEUOTIKY {wn Tou EexelAilel epeic Kal Ba to TeAelwoEL.
Elvat to Mapadelypd oG mou mPEMEL va akoAouBroou e,
n Abvapn pog otav elpacte Koupaopévol, o MpomovnTAg
pag mou pag eneudnpel Kot o AUTPWTAG HOG TIOU UOG
KaAwoopilel otnv aykaAld Tou oTn YPOUL TEPUATIOMOU.

Zkedteite OAoug 600l Tav evavtiov Tou KoL TO Tipna ou
TANPWOE yla va KAavel To BéAnua tou Matépa Tou. Asite
TIwG 0 Oe0¢ £depe TO peyoAeio HEOw TOU OoTAUPOL, HECW
TOU TIOVOU Kal Tou Bavatou. Otav okédpteoal Ta SIKA oou
Baoava, TNV KOKOTOLNGN TIOU €XELG UTTOOTEL, TWG 0 £XOUV
XPNOLLOTIOLOEL KOl OE KOKOTIOLOOUV KOl TIOCO amaiclo
elvar -6ev eivaL mepiepyo mou bev umopeic va To
OVTLUETWTTIOELG-...KOLTOL TOV OTaUPO Kal Se¢ Tov AvBpwrto
Tlou £€yduoay Kal KpEUAOTNKE €KEL yLa va To Koltd€ouv 6ol
Kol va yeAdoouv.

Otav okédteote TIC aviooTnTeg TG {WNG, TNV adikio Twv
XOPTLWV TIOU 0O HOLpAOoTNKAY Kal ViwBete OtL BéAete va
Tpayoudnoete €va GAAO «KATOLOG £KAVE KATolov AdBog
TpayoLSL»... Koltdfte oto otoupo Kal deite Autov Tou
HOOTLYWONKE yLa TIG aVOouieg pog.

Otav toundte anod thv anoppupn mou E€pate, Tov MOVO
ToU va glote «un emBupunToi» f va amoppiPeTe TNV ayann
00G... KOLTAETE OTOV OTAUPO Kal Seite TNV ayamn va pEet
Katw amd tov MNAnywpévo mou mepldppovnBnke Kal
anoppidOnkKe.

Otav poPaocal, étav o Oedg eival cuwnnAog, otav n {wn o
xaotoukilel kal ta aykabia okdpouv Babid, otav €xelg
SwaoeL ToV KAAUTEPO COU €aUTO, AAAG TO KAAUTEPO COU dev
dTAVEL... KOLTAETE TOV OTAUPO!

Otav To ocwpa CoU TOAKI(ETOL amo MOVo, N EVOXNA YL TG
OHaPTIEC OOV ElvOL TTAVTA UMPOOCTA 00U Kol VOUITELS OTL bev
UTMOPE(C va cuvexioelg katl O€AELg va Ta MOPATNOELS | VO
oupBLBaoteic... kotatte Tov otaupd! Asite Tov Inoou. Ta
katadepe! Zenépaoe! Mnopei va og St kL awToG!

Quudote to MopapUOL ylo évav opopdo veapo Tiplykuta
Tou petapopdwbnke os Evav Aoxnuo vEpo Batpaxo; Oa
TIAPEUEVE YLOL TIAVTO OE AUTH TN Hopdn £KTOC KoL AV TOV
dhovoe plo dpopdn mpLykimiooo. Mépaoe TIg LEPEG TOU OF
HLOL OKOTELVH ALUVOUAQ, AUTINUEVOC KOl KATAOALUTTIKOC. TL
eAmida umnpxe ywa eleuBeplo; Ta peydAo HATIOL TOU
Sloykwoav, to Ofépua tou NTav tpaxl, KOAAWOEG Kol
KOVOUAWOSEG, TO cwa Tou TpavtaloTay oooUwSIKA KAl TO
OoTOMA TOU NTav mavta Bpeypévo amd odAlo Tou £otale.
Molog Ba nBele moté va tov dAnoeL; Ziyoupa Sev eival
opopodn mplykiniooa!




2 Corinthians 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound
toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may have an abundance for every good work. 9 As
it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the
poor; His righteousness endures forever. 10 Now may He
who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply
and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits
of your righteousness,

Galatians 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to
liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Ephesians 4:15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up
in all things into Him who is the head; Christ.

Ephesians 5:21 submitting to one another in the fear of
God.

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself.

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 But made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant,
and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were created that are
in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And
He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

Colossians 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."

Titus 3:1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and
authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all
humility to all men."

Ouwg, Yo pépa, pla mplykimooa npbs otn Alpvn. Hrav
YEUATN ayamn Kal xapd, BAEnovtag opopdld os 6Aa 6oa
elye dnuoupynoetl o Oeo¢. Kataokomeue tov yépo ¢puvo
oAAQ Sev Tov Bprke amwBONTIKOG. MAALOTO, TOV ONKWOE,
Koltate ota yepaopéva AuTtnpéVa LATLO TOU Kl Tou €dwae
€va Ol akplBWG oTo KePAAL. APECWC amoKaTaoTtAOnKe o
€vav opopdo mpiykima. EpwteltnKay, MAVIPeUTNKAV Kal
€lnoav sutuxlopévol yla mavta. Quoilkd, ouTto ival amAwg
€vag LUBog, ald otnv mpaypatiki {wn, elvaln lotopla tng
{wng tou Xplotolu. Evw PBplokotav otn yn, o Inooug
TMEPMATNOE o OAn tnv loudaia, tn Xaudpelo Kol TN
froAaia «dpwvtag Potpdyxoug». Ayyie. Aidage.
Oepamnevos. Metapopdwoe ... XOUEVOUCG avBpwTmoug ...
OTWG 0 ZOKXaiog, 0 POPOELOTIPAKTOPAG. ALWYXTNKE ATO TNV
€KKAnGoia, xapaktnpiotnke mMpodOTNG O HLOL KATEXOLEVN
Xwpa, awwvia ouvledeuévoc pe TO Ovoud  TOU
«OHAPTWAOU», NTAV TOOO KOVTOG oV okapdAAWaOE o€ pLa
mAdTavn ywa va 8t tov Inoou kabwg nepvoloe. O Inooug
OTAPATNOE 0TO EVTPO KL TPOOKAAEDE TOV EAUTO TOU OTO
OMiTL TOU ZaKyoiou yla HECNUEPLOVO YEUHA KAl TPV
TEAELWOEL N HEPQ, O INOOUG gixe HeTOHOPPWOEL AUTOV TOV
HLKPO "BaTpaxo" og mplyKima.

Zava kat &ava, n wrtopla Atav n ba. O Xplotdg
armodéxtnke Tov amokAnpo, £6woe Suvaun oToug
adUvapoug, ayamnoe Toug AxXapoug Kol £8woe  pla
Seltepn euKkalplo OTNV AMOTUXia. TNV MPAYUATIKOTNTA,
AUOUV KL EYW €vOg AoXNUoC YEPOC PpUVOG LEXPL TTIOU WE
diAnoe o Inoolg. Tu ylvetal pe £0dg; Oa BfAate va
HeTapopdwOeite oTNV lkOVA TOU XPLOTOU KalL va {OETE TN
«{wn Tou Xplotou»; Autod eival mou £€xouv OAa auta Ta
pabnuata.

210 MatBaiog 5, o Inoouc pag Sivel auto mou tooduvapel
pE autompoowmnoypadia. AuTd ival XapaKTnPLOTIKA TTOU
Tipénmel kol Oa pmopouos va £€xel KaBe Xplotiavoc:
tanewodpoolvn, OCUUMOvVIa, TpaoTnta, Olkaloouvn,
€\eoc, Snuloupyla elprvng kat mototnta. Autr dev sivat
pLo Alota omou pmopeite vo emNé€ete Kal va eTAEEETE,
oUpdwWvA PE TNV POCWTTKA COC POTiUNon A KAlon. Aev
elval oav £va e0TLATOPLO HE UIoUDE e Vol TPATETL YEUATO
eldn dpayntou kal ot avBpwrol emiAéyouv HOVo auTo ou
BéMouv: «Koita, BEAw va elpol AEnUWY, ELPNVLKOC KoL
TiPpA&oCg, oAAG eV LOU OPECEL va oL TOTEWVOG, ayvoc
Sikatoc». Auth elval pla mANPNG lkova evog xplotiavol.
Aev AéeL: «Navlo, va eloat tamewog Mapia, va sioat ayvi:
QOpevt, va eioal Sikalog kalt Avva, va elool TLoOTA».
AvtiBeta, KABe XpLoTlavog MPETEL va €XEL OAEC QUTEC TLC
BLOTNTEG Kal He TNV ASEL KAl T ouvepyooia cog, To
Mvedpa unopel va Tig mapayel OAEG LECQ OOG.

Agite eniong 6tL N €udaon Sev SIVETOL TOGO OTO TL KAVOUE
oAAQ oTo WG elpaoTe (0 xapakTnpog Hag). Auto cuppaivel
ylati, otav eipoote ol ocwotoi avBpwrmol and péoa, Ba




NO Questions

KOTAANEOUHE VO KAVOUUE T TIPAYUATO TIOU TIPETEL VOl
KAVOULE. To «va lvaL» T(PONYyELTaL TOU «KAVW .

TQPA KANTE AYTH THN AzKHZH
Fpayte pia mepiAndn TNC MPOCWTIKAG oA TPOOdou o€
outoUG TOUG TOUEIC TNG XPLOTLAVIKAG oag {WwAG TIC
televtaieg eBSoUAdEG:
1. Tanewodpoolvn
. Zupmovia
. Npaotnta
. Awkatoolvn
.'EAe0g
. KaBapotnta
. Elpnveutikn
. Mototnta

cONO UL B~ WN

NAPAPTHMA 1: EPTAZIEZ TIATO ZNITI

AkoAouBoUV PEPIKEG AOKNOELS Yla TO OTiltL Tou Ba cog
BonBroouv va epopuooeTe TG LOLOTNTEG TToU BpEOnkav
otn {wn Tou IncoL Xplotou:

1. Kdvte pa peyaAn aykoAld o éva  Bpwuiko,

KOTQTILEOUEVO GTOO.

2. Kave kamola Souleld oto omiti mou cuvnBwg ev KAVELC.

3. AkoUote tn oultnon evog matdou yua 15 Aemrad.

4. Kave pla Alota pe 10 mpdypato ota omola s€aptdoal

arno tov Ogo

5. 10 T€AOG TNC NUEPOC, KAVTE pLa Alota pe 10 mpaypoto
Tou KAvate AdBog ekelvn TV nUépa.

6. KaBiopévol €w to Bpddu, kavte pa Alota pe 10
paypota mou 6ev yvwpllete.

7. Kavte pua koAn mpagn davBpwniag xwplg moteé va
EVNUEPWOETE KOVEVAV OTL TO KAVOTE.

8. Zntnote Bonbela and kamolov Tou EEpeL Alydtepa amo

£00G.

9. XapoyéAhaoe kal pwtnog, "Mwc eioay;" o 10 dtopa mou
Sev yvwpllete Kal akoUOTE MPOOEKTIKA TIG OTAVTNOELG
TOUgG.

10. Tpayte pa kptikg TmoU AdPate  xwpic va

T(POOTIAONOETE VO UTIEPAICTILOTELTE TOV £0UTO 0OC.

11. Kopapwote 5 dtopa kotdpato wpic va tpapnéete tnv
T(POCO)XI) OTOV EQUTO OAg.

12. Zntote amno £vav cuvadeldo f pilo va cog emikpivel
LE KATOLO TPOTO OAAQ NV TO KAVETE

OMAVTAOTE OTNV  KPLWK R mpoomoabnote  va
UTIEPOLOTTLOTELTE TOV €QUTO OAG, EKTOC OO TO Va TIE(TE,
"EuxapLlotw, Ppile pou".

13. Nepdote plo wpo KaBLOUEVOL OTA EMElyovTa €VOG
voookoleilou, Tapatnpwvtag amlwg to Sewd Twv
avBpwnwv ekel.

14. EAéytre ta meplodikd, ta PIVIEO KOl TIC HOUGCLKEG

KOo£TeG Kal ta CD mou €xete oTo omitL Kal kAPte autd
Tou elval anpenn.




15. EnmutAnéte | SlopBwote €va ATOUO TIOU YVWwpPLleTe OTL
KAVeL KAtL AdBog 1 adiko.

16. Mnyaivete oe €va aAyeVECG, EKVEUPLOTIKO GTOMO KOl
PWTNOTE TOV WG £lval, TL XpelaleTal K.AT.

17. Otagte pa Alota pe ta atopa UE T omola €XETE
Bupwoel kal mpoosuxnBeite ywa Tov KaBéva amod
aUToUG E TO OVOUA TOUG.

18. Mnyaivete va enLOKEDTEITE £va NALKIWHIEVO, LOVOXLKO

ATopO.

19. MpookaAéote £vav GpTw)O OTO OTiTL 0ag yla vo pATe
€va yel O LIE TNV OLKOYEVELAQ OO,

20. Kavte pla Alota pe 5 1610tnteg Tou Incou XpLotoL mou
Aelmouv nepLooodtepo otn {wr) oag.

NAPAPTHMA 2: ANADOPEZ rPADEZ

WoAuog 51:17«0Ou Buoieg tou Osgol  eival mvelpa
OUVTETPLUPEVO, KAPSLA CUVTETPLUUEVN KOl TOMEWVWHEVN:
QUTEG, O¢gg, bev Ba TG KOTAadPOVIOELDY.

MoatBaiog 6:1"MpocEXETe va UNV KAVETE TG dLAavBpwrtieg
oag svwmov Twv avBpwnwv, ywa va ocag Souv.
AladopeTikd, Sev £xete apolpn amno tov MNatépa cag otov
oupavo."

MatBaiog 9:13AMA mnyaivete kol UPABeTeE TL onuoivel
oUTO: «EmBupw €Aeog kat OxL Buoia». AotL Sev npbda va
KoAéow Tou¢ Oikaloug, oAAG TOUG apAPTWAOUG O
HETAVOLAY.

MatBaiog 9:35Tote 0 InooUG yUpLoe OAEG TLC TIOAELG KAl TA
XWpLA, S186A0KOVTAC OTLG CUVAYWYEC TOUG, KNPUTTOVTOC TO
evayyéAlo tng Baolleiag kat Bepaneve kGOs aobévela kat
KaBe acBévela tou Aaol. 36 Otav opwg ide Ta MARON,
Toug AumnBnke, vyt ATV KOUPAOMPEVOL KO
SL100KOPTILOPEVOL, OOV TIPOBATA TTOU SEV £XOUV TIOLUEVAY.

MoatBaiog  11:11«Befaiwg, ocag Aéw, petafd Twv
YVEWNUEVWY amo yuvaikeg Sev €xel avaotnBel Kavévog
peyoAltepog amd tov lwdavvn tov Bamtiot): oAd o
HLKPOTEPOG 0TN Pacileia Twv oupavwy sival peyaAlTepPOG
artd autov. 12 Kat omd tig npépeg tou lwdvvn tou Bamtioth
pExpLTWPA. N Bacteia Twv oupavwyv udiotartal Bia, kat ot
Biatol Tnv maipvouv pe t Pia.

MatBaiog 12:1"Ekeivn TNV wpa o Incol¢ mepvoUoe amnod ta
xwpadla to ZafParo. Katl ol pabntég Tou mewvovoav, Kot
apxloav va paddve otdyxua Kol va Tpwve. 2 Kot otav ot
Qaploaiol to €idav, tou eimav: "Koita, oL pabntég cou
KAVOUV TL 8EV ETUTPEMETAL VA KAVELG TO 2aBPBato!».




MatBaiog 12:14Téte ou (Dapiloaiot Pynkav E€w Katl
ouvwpotovuoav evavtiov Tou, WS va Tov KataotpéPouv.
15 Otav 6uwg o Inoouc to £pade, anmooclPOnKe amod eKel.
Kat moAAd mARBn Tov akoAolUBnoayv, Kal Toug Bepansuoe
OAouc».

MatBaiog 13:1Tnv dla pépa o Incoug Bynke amd To omitt
Kot kaBloe Simha otn BdAacoa. 2 Kal cuykevipwBnkav
TOAAG TTANBN KOVTA TOU, WOTE UMNKE O Lo BAapka Kot
KaBLoe. kal 6o to mARBog otekdTaV oTNV OKTH. 3 TOTE TOUG
eime moA\a mpayuota pe mapoaPforég, Aéyovrag: «Idou,
€vag omnopag Bynke va oneipet... 24 Mia @AAn mapaBoAn
Toug eime, Aéyovtag: «H Bachelo Twv oupavwy HoLAlel Pe
avBpwrto nou £omelpe KOAO omOpo oTo NeSio; 25 oA, eVw
oL avBpwrol kolpdvtouaoay, Npbe o exBPOG Tou Kal EOTELPE
to {lavia oto ottdpt Kal €puye. ... 31 Mia aAAn mapafoAn
Toug eime, Aéyovtoc: «H Bacilela Twv oupavwy eival cav
OTOPOG HouoTapdag, Tov omoio mrpe €vag avOpwmmog Kot
€omelpe oto Ywpadt tou, 32 mou eival TpAypaTl o
HLKPOTEPOG amO OAoug Toug omdpoug aANA  oOtav
peyoAwoel, sival peyaAltepo amd ta Botava Kol yivetot
8VTpo, WOTE TA TOUALX TOU oupovoU £pxovtol Kol
dwAialouv ota kKAadLd tou». 33 Mio. GAAN mapaBoAn Toug
piAnoe: «H Baocileia twv oupavwy pPolalel pe To mpolupl,
TO omolo TRpPE Lo yuvaika kal to ékpule os Tpla pétpa
OAgUPL HEXPL VO LUPWOELDY. ... 44 «Kal aAL, n BacAela Twv
oupavwyv polalel pe Bnoaupod KpUUHEVO o Eva Ywpadt,
ToV ormoio €vag avBpwrog Bprke Kal ékpuPe: Kal amod TN
XaPA TOU TtNyaiVEL KL TIOUAQ O,TL £XEL KoL ayOpAlEL auTO TO
xwpadt. 45 Kat mdAL, n Baocleia Twv oupavwv eivat cav
€umopog mou avalntoloe opopda papyapltapla. 46 «o
omoiog, otav Pprke €va popyoapLtdpl MOAUTIHO, TIYE Kol
TIOUANOE O,TL €ixe KaL To ayopaoce. 47 Kal maA, n Baceia
TWV oUpavwWV polalel pe dixtu mou pixtnke otn Bakacoa
KOLL CUYKEVTPWOE PEPLKOUG amo KABe eidoug, 48 mou otav
VEULOE, TO TPABNnEav otnv aktr. Kal kabloav kol palsvav
Ta KAAGQ 0g OKeUN, TA KOKA OpWE METatay. ... 51 O Inooug
Toug eine: «Exete kataAdPet OAa autd;» Tou elmav:

MatBaiog¢ 21:10tav mAnciacov tnv lepoucalnp Kot
édtacav otn BnBoayn, oto Opoc twv EAalwv, tOTE O
Inoouc éotelle U0 pabnTég, 2 Aéyovtag toug: «lnyaivete
O0TO XWwPLo amévavti oag kat opéowg Oa Ppeite éva
yaidoUpt Sspévo kot €va mouldpl pe AUos ta Kot pépe ta
oe péva. 3 Kat av k@molog oou et KAt Ba melg: «O Kuplog
TA EXEL AVAYKN» Kol apéowe Ba Toug oteihew». 4 OAa auta
€ywav yla va eknmAnpwBel autd mou eumwbnke and tov
npodntn, Aéyovrag: 5 Meg otnv kOpn TNG Zlwv: «ldov, o
Baol\ldG oou €pxeTal 0 O£V, TOTELVOG, KOl KABETAL OF
éva. yadapo, €va TOUAApPL, TO TOUAGPL TOU £€vag
yawdapog."




MatBaiog 21:13 «Kal ekeivog toug eime: Eival ypappévo:
«0 oikog pou Ba ovopaoTtel oikog Tpoosuxng», aAAQ 0l
TOV KAVATE «AGKKO KAEPTWV».

Aoukdc 2:6"EToL €ylve, evw NTav eKel, cUMMANPWONKav oL
HEPEG Yl va yevvnBel. 7 Kal yévvnoe Tov mpwtotoko Yo
NG, Kot tov TUAEE oe omdpyava kKol tov £Bale o pla
datvn, eneldn dev UTINPYXE XWPOG YL TOUC OTO TTOVOOXELo.

Aoukdg 10:25«Kat 160U, KATOLOG VOULKOG onkwonke Kal
tov dokipaos, Afyovtog: «AAGOKOAE, TL va KAVW yla va
KAnpovounow tnv awwvia {wn;» 26 Autog tou eime: «TL
elval ypappévo oto vopo; T to SaBaleig;» 27 Ekeivog,
Aoumov, anokpiBnke kal elne: «Oa ayamnrnoelg tov Kuplo tov
@b oou Ue O6An oou TNV Kapdld, He 0An cou tnv Yuxn, Ue
OAn oou tn Suvapn Kat pe 6A0 COU TO HUOAO», KAl KTOV
TAnoiov oou w¢ o i8loc.' 28 Kal ekelvog Tou eime: «Iwotd
OMAVTNOEC. KAve auto Kal Ba {noelg." 29 Ekeivog Opwc,
BéMovtag va SikaloloynBei, elrme otov Incou: "Kal molog
elvat o mAnolov pou;" 30 Tote o Inocolg amokpiBnke Kot
elne: "Kamolog avBpwmog KatéBnke and tnv lepoucalnu
otnVv lepyw Kol émeoe avapeoa KAEDTEG, ou Tou €yduoav
Ta pol)a, TOV TpOUMATIOAV Kal £dpuyav odrvovtag tov
ploomeBapévo. 31 Kat tuxaia évog lepéog KatéBnke amod
ekeivo to 6popo. Kat étav tov £ibe népace amo tnv AAAN
mAevpa. 32 Mapopola €vag Aguitng, otav €dptace otov
TOTOo, NPOE KoL KoiTtage Kol MEPACE Ao TNV AAAN MAEUPA.
33 AM\A kamolog Zapapeitng kabwe tatibeue, npbe kel
miou ftav. Kat étav tov ide, cupmovouae. 34 Mrye Aomov
KOVTA TOU Kal £€8€0€ TIG MANYEG Tou, pixvovtag AddL kot
kpaoil. kal tov £€Bale oto {wo Tou, Tov £depe O Eva
navdoxeio kat Tov ppovrioe. 35 Tnv enduevn HéEpa, OTaV
€duys, €Byale duo dnvapla, Ta £6waoe otov Eevodoyxo Katl
Tou eine: MpoOVTLoE TOV. KAl O,TL TIEPLOCOTEPO E0OEPELG,
otav favapbw, Ba oou To EemAnpwow». 36 Molog, Aouov,
ard autoUC¢ TOUG TPELS VOUILELS OTL ATav TANGciov autol
TIOU €Meoe avapeoa otouc KAEDTeC;» 37 Kau ime: «Autog
TIou tov eAénoe.» Tote o Inoolg tou eime: «MAyalve Kat
KAve to 8lo». 32 Mapoduola €vag Asuitng otav £drtooe
otov Tomo, nPBe kol Koitae Kal MEpAOE amo TNV AAAN
mAeupd. 33 AAAG Kamolog Tapapeitng, kabwg tafibeue,
NpBe ekel mou Atav. Kot étav tov eide, ouunovouos. 34
MAye MooV Kovtd Tou Kat €60 TIG MANYEC Tou, piyvovtag
AaSL kal kpaotl. kot Tov éBale oto {wo tou, Tov £depe oE
éva movdoyeio kal tov ¢ppovtios. 35 Tnv emoduevn HépQ,
otav £duys, £Byale dUo dnvapla, Ta €édwaoe otov Eevodoyo
KaL Tou gine: GPOVTLOE ToV. KAl O,TL TEPLOCOTEPO EOSEYELG,
otav favapbw, Ba oou To EemAnpwow». 36 Molog, Aoumov,
amd auToUC TOUG TPELG VOUILELS OTL ATAV TTANGiov auToU
TIOU €MEoE avApeoa otouc KAEdTeC;» 37 Kal eime: «Autodg
TIou tov eAénoe.» Tote o Inoolg tou eime: «MAyalve Kal
KAve To 8lo». 32 Mapodpola évag Asuitng, otav édrtaoce
otov Tomo, NpBe kal kKoitafe kal MEPAOE AMO TNV AAAN




mAeupd. 33 AAAG kamolog Zapoapeitng, kabwg taideue,
NpBe ekel mou Atav. Kat étav tov £ibe, cupnovouoe. 34
MAye MooV Kovta Tou Kal £6£0¢ TLG TANYEG TOU, piyvovtag
AASL kal kpaotl. kot Tov £Bale oto {wo Tou, Tov £depe oE
éva mavdoyeio kal Tov ¢ppovtios. 35 Tnv enouevn Hépa,
otav £duye, £Byale dUo dnvdpla, ta €dwaoe otov Eevodoyo
KoL tou ime: OPOVILOE TOV. KaL O,TLTEPLOCOTEPO E0BEYELG,
otav avapbw, Ba cou to EemAnpwow». 36 Molog, Aoy,
ard auToUG TOUG TPELG VOUIZELS OTL ATAV TTANGLoV auToU
TIOU €MECE avApeoa otoug KAEPTeC;» 37 Kau elme: «Autog
TIou tov eAénoe.» Tote o Inooug tou eime: «Mryalve Kot
KAVE TO (610». Kal tépace and tnv aAAn mAsupd. 33 AANQ
Kamolo¢ apapeitng, kabwg tatideue, pbe ekel mov ntav.
Kal otav tov (8¢, cupmovouoe. 34 Mrye Aoutdv KOvtd Tou
KoL £6g0€ TIG TTANYEC ToU, plxvovtoag AadL kal Kpaoti. kaL tov
£€BaAe oto {wo Tou, ToV £depe o€ €va Mavdoxelo Kal Tov
dpovrioe. 35 Tnv emopevn pépa, otav Eépuye, £Ryale Svo
dnvapla, ta édwoe otov £evodoxo Kal Tou eine: QpoviloE
TOV. KoL O,TL teploodtepo £06£WPeLc, otav Eavdpbw, Ba cou
10 EeMAnpwow». 36 Molog, ooy, amod auTolg TOUG TPELG
VOULCeLg OTL ATaV TTANGLOV AUTOU TIOU £MECE AVAECO OTOUC
KAEdteg;» 37 Kot eime: «Autog mou tov eAénoe.» Tote o
InooUg tou eine: «MRyave Kal KAVE TO (SLO». Kol TEPAOE
artd tnv GAAN mAeupd. 33 ANAG KamoLog Zapapeitng, kabwg
talibeve, npbe ekel mou ntav. Kot otav tov eibe,
ocupmnovouoe. 34 MMrye Aoumdv Kovid Tou Kol £8e0e TIC
TIANYEG Tou, pixvovtog AddL kot kpaoi. kot tov £RaAe oTo
{wo tou, Tov £depe o€ €va mavdoxeio kat Tov ppovtioe. 35
Tnv enopevn pépa, otav £duye, £Byale Suo Snvapla, Ta
€6woe otov £evododyo Kal Tou eime: OPOVILOE Tov. Kat 0,TL
neploootepo  €obéPelg, otav favapbw, Ba ocou TO
EemAnpwow». 36 Molog, Aoutdv, amd auTtoUG TOUG TPELG
VOULleLG OTLTAV TTANGLOV AUTOU TIOU £MECE AVAECA OTOUC
KAEdteg;» 37 Kot eime: «Autog mou tov eAénce.» Tote o
Inooug tou eine: «MAyawe Kal kave to (dlo». Piyvovrag
AaSL kal kpaotl. kot Tov éBale oto {wo Tou, Tov £depe o
éva movdoyeio kal Tov ¢ppovtios. 35 Tnv enoduevn HépQ,
otav £duys, £Byale SUo dnvapla, ta €dwaoe otov Eevodoyo
KalL Tou gine: OpOVILOE ToV. KAl O,TL TEPLOoOTEPO E08EYELG,
otav avapbw, Ba gou to EemAnpwaow». 36 Molog, Aouov,
ard autoUC TOUG TPELG VOUILELS OTL ATAV TTANGilov auToU
TIOU €Me0e avapeoa otouc KAEDTeC;» 37 Kau sime: «Autog
Tlou tov eAénoe.» Tote o Inoolg tou eime: «MAyalve Kat
KAve To i61o». Piyvovtag AadL kot kpaot. kot Tov £Bade oTo
{wo Ttou, Tov £depe ot €va tavdoxeio Kat tov ppovrtioe. 35
Tnv enopevn pépa, otav €duye, €Byale Svo dnvapla, ta
€6woe otov £evodoyo Kal tou eime: OpoOVTLOE Tov. Kal O,TL
neploootepo  €obéPelg, otav favapbw, Ba ocou TO
EemAnpwow». 36 Molog, Aoumodv, amod autoUg ToUuG TPELS
VOULleLG OTLTAV TTANGLOV AUTOU TIOU £TECE AVAECA OTOUC
KAEdteg;» 37 Kot eime: «Autog mou tov eAénoe.» Tote o
Inoouc¢ tou eine: «Myalve Kat KAve To (Slo».




Aoukdg 19:41Twpa, kabwg mAnciale, €8s tnv MOAN Kal
gkhae yu' avtiv 42 Aéyovtag: «Av R€epeg, akdun KL ov,
€L6LKA QUTH TNV EMOXN OOU, QUTA TIOU KAVOUV TNV €LpRVN
oou! Twpa OUWG eival KpUUPEVA amo Ta patia cou. 43
ALoTL Ba €pBouv emavw cou PEPEG Tou oL exBpol cou Ba
XTloouv éva avaywpa yOpw oou, Ba o€ TIEPIKUKAWOOUV Kol
Ba oe kAeioouv amo kabe mMAsupa, 44 kal Bo Lloomedwoouv
€0€va Kol Ta motdld oou péca oou oto £6adoc: kal dev Ba
adroouv pEca ocou oUTE HLo ETPA. O AAAov, yloti Sev
NEEPEG TNV WPA TNG ETIOKEYNG COU».

Aoukdg 22:27"Tiatl molog eival PeyoAUTEPOG, AUTOC TOU
KABeTal oTo TPAMETL ) AUTOG MOV UTINPETEL; Aev elval autog
Tlou KABetal oto Tpamnéll; Eyw Opwg ipal avapeod oog we
Exkeivog mou unnpetel.”

lwavvne 1:13tnv apxn ntav o Adyog, kat o Adyog NTav Ue
ToV O€0, Kat 0 AGyog NTav Oeogy.

lwavvng 13:5Metd amod autd, EpLve vePO O HLa AEKAvNn
KOL QPXLOE va TIAEVEL T TTOSLO TWV HoBNTWv Kal va Ta
OKOUTTIEL UE TNV METOETA UE TNV omoia nTtav {WOoUEVOG.

lwavvng 14:27EpAvn oag adnvw, TNV lprvn Mou oag
Slvw. OxL OTw¢ Silvel 0 KOOGS oou Sivw. Ag pn Ttapaletal n
KapdLd oou, oUTe ag pofatal».

lwavvng 15:1 Eyw eipal n aAnBbuwn aumelog kat o MNatépag
pou givat o apmeloupyoc. 2 «Kabe kKhadi péoo pou mou Sgv
koprodopel To adatlpei- kal kaBe kKAadi mou kaprodopel
o KAaSeUEL, yla va kaprmodoprnoel neplocotepo. 3 Eiote
nén kabapoli e€attiag tou Adyou mou oag sina. 4 Meivete
péoa Eyw kal eyw péoa oou. Onwe to kKAadi Sev pumopet va
KaprodoprosL amd POvVo Tou, av Sev EIVEL OTO QUTTEAL,
oUte gol pmopeic, av dev peivelg os péva. 5 Eyw sipal to
ourtéAL, eoelg elote ta KAOSLA. KOl Eyw HECO OE QAUTOV,
dépvw oAU kapmo- ylati xwplc epéva dev pmopeite va
KAVETE TimoTay.

Mpateig 4:19«ANA 0 NETPOC Kat o lwavvng amdvtnoav Kot
Toug elnav: «Eoeig kpivete av elval cwotd ota PATLO TOU
@eg0U va 0KOUTE 004G TIEPLOCOTEPO TTAPA TOV OEO».

Mpatelg 5:28Aev oca¢ TPOOTALOMUE QAUOTNPA VO HNV
O16agete Pe autd Tto Ovoua; Kot &gg, €xelg yeploel tnv
lepoucaAnp pe Tn SLaokaAlo cou Kal OKOTIEVELG VO PEPELG
TO aipa autou tou AvBpwrou emdvw poag!» 29 AAAG o
METpog Kal oL AAAOL amOoTOAOL AMAVINCAV Kol elmav:
«Mpénel va vumakoUoupe otov 0BOed moOpA OTOUG
avBpwrmoug. ... 40 Kat cupdwvnoav pall tou, kot adoul
dwvagav Toug AmooTOAOUS Kol TOUG XTUTINoAV, mpootafav
va Unv HAnoouv oto évopa tou Incou, Kal Toug ddnoav
va ¢uyouv. 41 Eduyav Aoumov amo tnv mapousia Ttou
oupBouliou, xaipovtag mou BewpnBnkav aflol va
VIPOTILAOTOUV yla TO OVopd tou. 42 Kal koOnueplva oto




vao KoL o€ KABs omitt Sev Emovoav va SL8A0KoUV Kal vo.
KnpUTTOULV ToV INCOU W¢ XPLOTO».

Pwpaioug 12:16«Na €xete TO (510 Mvel LA 0 VOIS TIPOG TOV
GAAov. Mnv oTpEdeTe TO VOU 00G O UYPNAA TIpAyUATA,
oAAQ cuvovaotpédeoTe PE TOUG TATEWoOUG. Mnv elote
codol KaTd TN YVWHn oagy.

Pwuaioug 12:19Ayanntol, pnv ekdiknBeite Tov eauto oag,
oAAd Sdwote Béon otnv opyn. ylatl eival ypappévo: «H
ekbiknon eival dikn pou, Ba avtanodwow», AéstL o KbpLog.
20 TV auto, «Av TTelVAEeL 0 XBpOC oou, TALoE ToV: av S Ael,
Swaoe Tou va TLEL YLt €ToL Ba cucowpeLOELS KApPBouva
dWTLAG OTO KEPAAL TOUY.

1 KopwBioug 5:13tnv mMpayuHaTIKOTNTO avadpEpeTal OTL
UTLAPXEL €OV ALK avnBIKOTNTO AVAUESA OaG KOl TETOLA
ocfoualikn avnBikotnTa mou v avadEpetal Kav PeTaf
Twv EBvwv. OTL £vag avtpag €xeL Tn yuvaika Tou matépa
tou! 2 Kau giote dpouokwpévol, kal Sev £xete Bpnvroel
pHaAAov, yo va adalpebel and avapeod ocag autog mou
€KOVE QUTN TNV TIPAEN.

1 KopvBioug 13:3Kat av Sivw 6Aa pou ta ayabd yla va
Talow toug dTwyoUC, Kat Tapdio mou Sivw To WU LoU
va kael, oAAd Sev €xw ayamn, Sev pe woelel timota. 4 H
ayamnn umod£pel MoAU Kal elval guyevikn. H aydmnn dev
InAevel. H ayann 6ev mapelalvel, Sgv douokwvel. 5 dev
oupmnepldpépetal ayevwg, dev avalntd ta Slka tou, dev
TipokaAel, 6ev okEDTETAL KAKO».

2 KopwBioug 5:10AL0TL mpémel GAOL VO TAPOUGCLAOTOUE
EVWTILOV Tou Slkaotnpiou tou Xplotou, yla va AGPeL o
KaBévag Ta mMpdypoTa mou yivovtol 6To owuo, cluudwva
LLE QUTA TTOU £KAVE, £(TE KAAQ £1TE KAKAY.

2 KoplvBioug 9:7A¢ dwoel Aowmov o kabévag omwg BEAeL
otnv Kapdld Tou, OxL anpobupa i avaykaoTikd. ylatl o
@ebd¢ ayama €vav xapoupevo 86tn. 8 Kal o Ogdg eivat
LKAVOC VO KAVEL VO TIEPLOCEVEL OAN N XApn O€ €0AC, WOTE,
€xovtag mavta OAn TNV ENAPKELX 0 OAQ TA TIPAYUATO, VA
éxete adBovia ywa kdBe kaAd €pyo. 9 Onwg eival
VYPOUMEVO: «ALOCKOPTILOE OTO €EWTEPLIKO, £6WOE OTOUG
dtwyouc n Sikatoouvn Tou pével yla Tavta. 10 Twpa,
oUTOG Tou Sivel omopo otov oropéa Kal Pwpl yia tpodn,
£(Be vo mpoodEpel KoL va TTOAAATTAQGLACEL TOV OTIOPO TTOU
£0TIELPEC KOl VA OUENOEL. TOUC KapmoUg TtTe dikatooluvng
oov,

FfaAdteg 5:13MNati eoelg, adehdol, £xete kAnbel otnv
eleubepla. povo pnv xpnotdoroleite tnv eleuBepla wg
gukalpla ylwa tn odpka, oAAG HECW TNG aydmng va
uTnpeteite 0 évag Tov aAAov.

FaAdteg 5:22ANA 0 Kapmog tou MNvebpatog sival ayamnn,
Xapad, slpnvn, pakpoBupia, kahoolvn, ayabotnta, miotn,




23 mpaotnta, sykpdtela. Evavtiov auvtwv Sev umdapxel
vopuoc.

Edeocioug 4:15ANAG, Aéyovtag tnv oAnBela pe ayamn,
UTtopel va LEYaAWOEL 0 OAa o€ AUTOV TTOU E(VaIL TO KEDAAL.
XpLotog.

Edecioug 5:21unotdoooviag o €vag otov Ao pe dopo
Q¢eoU.

OWunnoioug 2:3A¢ unv yivel timota HeE EywLoTIKA
dobdolia 1 Emapon, aMa pe tamewodpoolvn ag
EKTLUNOEL 0 KaB£vag Toug AAAOUG KOAUTEPA ATIO TOV EQUTO
Tov.

Qunnnaioug 2:5A¢ ival péoa oag oUTO TO HUOAO TOU
Atav Kat otov Inool XpLoto, 6 mou, €xovtag Tn popdn tou
Oeol, Sev Bewpnoe OtL ival Anoteia oo pe tov Ogo, 7
oAAG 6ev drunoe tov €autd Tou, Taipvovrag tn popdn
SdoUMou, Kal gpxopevog kaf' opoiwolv avBpwnwv. 8 Kat
adoUl PBpébnke otnv oYn wg avBpwmnog, Tansivwos tov
€0UTO Tou Kal €ylwve UMAKouog HEXpL Bavatou, UEXPL
Bavdtou tou otaupou.

KoAhoooaeig 1:16A0TL and Autov Snuoupyndnkav oAa ta
TPAyUATA TIOU £ival otov oupavod Kol 6oa gival otn yn,
opoTa KoL aopota, eite Opdvol eite Kuplapyieg eite
nyepovieg eite  efovoiec. OAa T  mpayuoTa
SnuioupynBnkav pEow Autov Kat yia Ekeivov. 17 Kot gival
TPV aTtO OAQ, Kol o€ AUTOV cuviotavtal OAO Ta TTPAYUATA.

Koloooaeig 3:13va avéxovtal o £vag Tov AAov Kal va
oUYXWPOUV 0 €vag Tov AAAOV, OV KATIOLOC EXEL TIAPATIOVO
EVOVTIOV TOU GAAOU. OTIWG OOG CUYXWPESE 0 XPLOTOG, £T0L
TIPETIEL VAL KAVETE KO EOELC.

2 TwéBeo 3:160AN n Mpadn elval epnvevopévn and tov
Oed kal gival woEAun ya ddayn, vy emimAnén, yua
S816pbwon, ywa ekmaibesvon otn Sikaloouvn, 17 wote o
avBpwmo¢ tou Oeol vo elvat TMANPNG  TANPWC
£€OMALOPEVOC YLa KABE KAAO £pyo».

Titoc 3:1YmevBUULOE TOUC VA UTIOKELVTAL OE APYOVTEG KOl
e€ouoieg, va umakolouy, va elval £Tolol yla kaBs KaAo
€pyo, 2 va pnv AEve KaKO yLa Kavévayv, va elval elpnvikol,
npaol, deixvovtag kabe tamewodppoolvn o€ OAOUC TOUG
avBpwmoug».

Kapia epwtnon




